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TO MT 

WORTHT FRIEND 
RALPH ALLEN, Efy^ 

SIR, 

I give myfclf the p1ea(ure of convcr- 
fing with you, in this Form ; as I 
&e you lefs under the Idea of a 
Patron, than of a joint Labourer with 
me in the Service of Mankind. For 
while I attempt to explain die Theory 
of this divine Philolbphy of XJniverfat 
Benevolence, you illuftrflte it by your 
Practice. At moft therefore I can 
but offer you the Essay on Man, fee 
in a juft Light, as a Mirrour for your 
Cabinet; where you may behold the 
perfect Image of your own Mind: And 
the Works of this Artift, who is behold- 
en only t® truth for their Polilh and 
A 2 their 
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iv DEDICATION, 
their Luftre, you are too well acquaint- 
ed with to fufped them of Flattery. 
To preferve the Luftre of this Mirrour 
was the fole Purpofe of the following 
Letters. For the. dull Breath of Malice 
Iiad attempted to defile its Purity ; and, 
by ftaining it with the black Imputation 
of Fatalijm^ to tarniffi every Virtue it 
refleacd. 

It hath been obferved in Pb^s^ that 
Nature never gave an Excellence, but 
Aie at the fame time produced its 
contrary, withQualities peculiarly adapt- 
ed to its Deftrudion. As we fee how 
this ferves the wife Ends of Providence, 
by keeping us in that State of Imper- 
JeSiion and Dependence in which it 
hath plcafed the Author of all Things 
to place us, we need not be much fur- 
prifed to find the fame Fhsnomenon in 
the moral World: In no Infiance more 
apparent than in the Do£ln'ne of Fate, 
which, almoft coeval with the Pra- 
&ice of Virtue, is yet altogether tho 
DiflrufSion of it, 

But 
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But as there is not that Decay, nor 
Degeneracy of Good, in the natural as 
in the moral World-, fo neither is there 
that Incrcafe of Evil. I fay this chief- 
ly with regard to the HoElrine of Fate, 
which hath been flill growing, from 
Age to Age, in Abfurdity and Impiety: 
And therefore no Wonder, that Virtue, 
whofe Ipecific Bane it is, Ihould pro- 
portionabiy licken and decline. 

Indeed, it Aopped not till it became 
like the Tr« in the Cbaldaan'% Vifion, 
which reached to Heaven, and extended 
over the whole Earth i dXiAreceived zWihe 
irrational and impure Creation, Birds^ 
Beafts, andlnfeBs, to itiShade andShelter. 

To confider Fate in its Growth and 
Progrcfs, it divides itfelf into four prin- 
cipal Branches. 

The frjl and earlicft is that which 
arofe from the ftrange and prodigious 
Events in the Life of Man ; Where the 
amazed Beholder obferving the Ends 
of human Wifdom fo perpetoajly de- 
feated, even when fupported by the 
A 3 likelieft 
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*i DEDICATION. 

likelieA Means, concluded that nothing 
lefs than an over-ruling Fate had tFa- 
Tcrlcd his wcH-condudted Dciigns. Thi» 
early Conchifioa concerning God's Go- 
Tcrnment bere^ from Obfervations on 
Civil Events, was again inferred in 
Aftcr-agcs, by another Set of Men^ 
with regard to his Government btrC' 
afterj. from their Contemplations on 
Religious i. while, from an utter Inabi- 
lity CO penetrate the De^ns of Provi- 
dence in its partial Revelations to Man- 
S^nd, they concluded that Fate or Pre- 
dejiination had determined of our ju- 
ture, as well as prefent Happinefs. 
Thefe, which are only different Modi- 
fications of the fame imaginary Power, 
may be called the popular and R£li^ 
Gious Fate. 

The fecond kind arofc from a fup- 
pofed moral Influence of the heavenly 
Bodies; founded In an early Superili- 
tion that the Hero-Gods had migrated 
into Stars. It was firft underilood to> 
be confined to Communities^ as fucb 
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DEDICATION, vi! 

were the more immediate Care of thefe 
Jleroes vrhWc living: But the fame Con- 
^derations which produced the firft 
Specie^ of Fa/e, in a little time, ex- 
tended it to Particulars, And this is 
the CIVIL or AStROLOcic Fate. Hi- 
therto, Free-imll was only curbed, or 
rendered ufelcfs. To annihilate it quite, 
needed all the Power of Fhilojbphy, 
So true is the Obfervation, that with- 
out Pbilofopby Man can hardly become 
either thoroughly abfurd or miierable. 

The Sopbifi, in bis profound Inqui- 
ries into human Nature, and on what 
it is 9e do, when we judge, deliberate, 
and refolve, came at length to this 
Ihort CoDclufion, ^bat tbe Mind it no 
more tban a Machine^ and that its Oft' 
rations are determined in tbe fame 
Manner that a Ballance is inclined by 
its Weights. This , abfolute Ncceflity 
of Man's Adions is the third Species 
of Fate, called the philosophic. 

From this, to the laji, that is to fay, 

^K Ncceflity of God's, was an ealy 

A 4 Step. 
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6lcp, For when, from the very Na- 
ture of Mind and JVill^ the Pbilofopher 
had demonilrated the Abfurdity of 
Freedom in Man^ the fame Conclufioa 
would hold as to all other Beings what* 
foever. And this is the atheistic 
Fate. 

Theft, Sir, were the glorious Effects 
of Pride: which our incomparable 
Friend, with fo good Reafon, eAeems 
the Source of all our Mifery and Im- 
piety. The Pride of accounting for 
the fVays of Providence begot the two 
firft Species i and the Pride of com- 
prehending the EJfemes of ^bingiy the 
two latter, ^b ! mifera mens Ao- 
minutrty quo te Fata fapijjime tro' 
bunt f In the Name of Paul, if one 
might be allowed to afk, H^bat jhall 
deliver us from the Body of this Fatef 
which hangs about the Soul like that 
Punifhment of the ancient Tyrant, 
who bound dead Bodies to the living. 
I anfwer, the Religion of Jesus: 
which hath inftrudted us as clearly in 
the 
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the Nature of Man, as in the Nature 
of God; in the SubjeSt^ as well as in the 
OhjeSl^ of Worfliip. A Worjhip found- 
ed, as Reafon and Confcience tell us it 
ought, on thefe two great Princi[4es, 
the Freedom and the Weakness of 
Man. The firft, making our Ap- 
proach to God a REASONABLE SeK- 

TiCE ; the latter, God's Approach to us 
a Covenant of Grace. And this. 
Sir, is that glorious Gojpely which yoa 
are not aOiamed to adore, as able to put 
to Silence the Ignorance of foolijh Men, 
And, in fadt, the fajbionable Rca- 
foner is now gone over to the Cauie of 
Liberty; but Aill true to his over- 
weening Pride^ is gone over — in the 
other Extreme. Let the Fatalift talk 
what he pleafes of the Mind's being a 
Bailance; if its Operations be mechani- 
cal, I am fure it is more like a Pendulum, 
which, when well leaded, is inceflantly 
fwinging from one fide to the other. 
For the vain Reafoner is now as much 
diipofed to deny the H^eoknefs of the 
Mind, 
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Mind, as bef<H'e to deny its FreeJ^t^^ 
Hence it is» we fee the Cbrifiian Do- 
Arioe of Grace defptled and laaghed 
at} and the Means inilituted by its 
Founder for obtaining it, as impioudy 
as fophiftically, explained away. Yet 
without human Freedom Religion in 
general is a Farce; and but on the 
Truth of human Weakneft^ the Reli- 
gion of JefuSt a Falfehood. 

With regard then to Free-wtH^ what 
need we more than the Declaration of 
Religion ? The fimple-minded Man na- 
turally fuppofes it} the good Man feela 
it; the thinking Man underilanda itj 
and nothing but vain Philo/opfy holds 
out both againftiSTtf/ar^ and Grtf«.* Not 
fb openly indeed as formerly ; but ftill as 
obftinately. The ableft Advocates ofNe- 
ceffity now inveloping it in Syjiemsi and 
infinuattng it in all the artful Detours of 
what they call a Jujicient Reafon. 

None have gone farther, or with 

more Succefs, into this Contrivance 

than the famous Leibnitz i who with 

great 
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great Parts and Application of Mind, 
had an immoderate Ambition of be» 
coming Fonndcr of a Se£t He firft 
attempted to raife a Name, like tbe 
Heroes of cAd, by the InTaficm of ano- 
ther's Property: But being detected 
and repul^d, be tarnod hiniielf to /»- 
ventimi and framed an Hjpotbejis ia 
direi^ Oppofition to that Theory wliich 
Ike before feemed willing to have made 
his own. This Hypotbefis, founded in 
a refined Fatalifm^ he chofe to deliver 
by Hints only, and in piece-meal; 
which, at the fame time that it gave 
his Scheme an iUr of Depth and My- 
ftery, kept its Abfurdities from being 
obferved. So that it foon made its For- 
tune amongft the German Wits; who 
were not out of their wt^ when they 
took the fame deep and cloudy Road 
with their Mafter. It was no Wonjler 
then, that this fhould raife a|JealoDfy in 
the Advocates of Religi«i, and make 
the wanner fort of them (not the beft 
at a charitaUe DiAin£tion, tho* great 
Logi- 
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Logicians) to mifiake their Friends for 
their Enemies. 

Amongft other Follies of this kind, it 
brought down a Storm of Calumny on the 
Essay on Man ; and, in its Turn, occa- 
fioned this Vindication of our inimitable 
Poet. Afhort, and an eafy Taflc. For 
my Point, you know. Sir, wis not to ex- 
pofc the Abfurdity of Fate\ but to 
fwove the mfay free from a Doflrin^ 
which my Adverfary and I agreed to be 
an Abfurdity, But if any one, confid- 
ing in the Tricks of Sophiftry under 
the cloudy Conveyance of Metaphy- 
fics, would difpute this Point with us ; 
I fhall give up my Share of him to my 
Adverfary, and leave him entirely to 
the Mercy of his Logic, All the Ao- 
fwer he raoft expeit from me, is of 
that kind with the Philofopher's, who 
difputing with one who denied local 
Motion, only ufed his Legs, and walked 
out of his Company : That is to iay, 
I fhall decline his Challenge merely for 
the Exercife of my Freedom. And in- 
deed. 
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DEDICATION. xiU 
deed what other Anfwer does he de- 
ferve, who reftilies to acquiefce in that 
Consciousness of Freedom which every 
plain Man has, on refleding upon what 
pailes in his Mind when he thmks and 
aas? 

But yet, it may be worth while to 
remark die Nature of this Confcioujhefsi 
from which alone (as I think, Sir, I 
have had the FleaAire to obferve to you 
in our Converiation on thefe Subjedte) 
Freedom of Will may be demonftrated 
to all but the downright Atheift. It 
will, I fuppofe, be allowed to be an 
ImprefHon on the Mind, made by Re~ 
fiexion, as ftrong as any of thofe made 
by Senfation. And fare he muft be as 
blind as even blind Fate can make him, 
who docs not fee thus far at leaft. So 
that the only qucftion is, whether it be, 
like thcro, fubjeift to Deception ? I an- 
fwer. No, And firft, for a natural 
Reafon, As the Organs of Senfc are not 
employed to convey the Intelligence: 
But fecondly and principally, for a mo- 
ral 
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ral one. As there would be nothing left 
to redrefi the wrong Reprefentation. 
For, ReafoUy which performs this Of- 
fice in die falle Impreffiom of Senje, 
is the very Faculty employed in mak- 
ing the Impreffiom of Reflexion, Were 
thefe therefore liable to the faooe Kind 
of Deception, we fhould be unavoidably 
led Jinto and Itept in Error by the na- 
toral Frame and Conftitution of Things, 
But as this would reflet on the Author 
of Nature, noTheift, Iprefume, will be 
inclined to admit the Confequence. 
If the Fataliji fliould reply, that Rea-^ 
fon, whwi well exercifed and refined, 
does here, as in the falfe Impreffiom of 
Senfe^ lay open the Delufion; this, I 
muft tell him, is the very Folfy we 
complain of: That, when Things are 
fubmitted to the Ari>itrement of Rea' 
Jen, her Award fliould be rejeded while 
(landing in the Road of Nature^ with all 
her Powers and Faculties entire; and 
not thought worthy to be heard, till 
made giddy in the airy Heights of Me' 
tapbyfics^ 
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Uphyjici, and racked and tortared by 
all the Engines of Sophiftry: In « 
word, when Rtafon is no more herfelf } 
but rpeaks as her Ke(perf and TVmni- 
tort dictate. 

However» it is not the looking wtbin 
only, that afliircs the Theift of hit 
freedom. What he may obierve 
abroad of the horrid Mischiefs and 
Abfurdities arifing from the Do&rine of 
Fate^ will fully convince him of this 
Truth. It fubverts and annihilates all 
Religion: For the Belief of Rewards 
and Puni(hfnents, without which na 
^Religion can fubfift, is founded on the 
Principle of Man's being an accountable 
Creature j but when Freedom of Will is 
wanting, Man is no more fo than a Clock 
or Organ. It is likewifc highly inju- 
rious to Society: For whoever think* 
bimfdf no longer in his own Power, 
will be naturally inclined to give the 
Reins to his PaiQons, as it is fubmitting 
%o that F0te which mud a( laft abfo^ 
I»t*ly turn aqd direft them. 

But 
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But after all, the moll powerful Ar- 
gument for Freedom^ I confeis, Sir, is 
fuch a Life as yours. Of whicfa, tho* 
I could fay much, and with Pleafure, 
I will only fay, that it has made me, 
in common with cvciy one who knows 
70U, 



Tour oiljged. 
Tour affeStionatet and 
Tour faithful Servanf, 



Vkytt, 1742. 

W. Warburtok* 
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PREFACE. 



THERE are two forts of Writers, 
I mean the BiooT and the Free- 
thinker, that every honed Man 
in his Heart efteems no better than the 
Pefts of Society ; as they are manifeftly the 
Bane of Literature^ and Relipon. And 
whoever efFeftually endeavours to fervc ei- 
ther of Thefe, isfure immediately to offend 
both of Thofe. For, the Advancement of 
Literature is as favourable to true Piety, 
as it is fatal to Superjlilton; and the Ad- 
vancement of Religion as propitious to real 
Knowledge as difcrediting to vain Science. 

The Author of the following Letters, 
who hath aimed at leaft to do this Service, 
by his Writings, regarding thefe two forts 
of Men, as the irreconcileable Enemies of 
his defign, began without any Ceremony 
(foe he was not dilpofed, for their Sake, 
to go about) to break through thofe lump- 
ilh impediments they had thrown acrofs the 
Road of Truth j and labour'd to clear the 
a way 
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way, not only for himfelf, but for all who 
were difpofcd to follow him. In which 
it fared with him as it fometinies happens to 
thofe who undertake to remove a public 
Nufence for the Benefit of their Neigh- 
bourhood, where the nicer Nofes hold 
themfelves offended even in the Service thus 
undefervedly rendered to them. For not- 
withitanding our Author hath taken all 
Opportunities, and even fought out Occa.- 
fions to celebrate every Writer, living or 
dead, w,ho was any way refpeftaJWe for 
Knowledge, Virtue, or Piety, in .whatever 
Party, Seft, or Religion he was found, 
cfpecially fuch as he had the Misfor- 
tune to diffent from, and this fometimes- 
witK lb liberal a hand as to give offeoce 
on that fide likewife •, tho' he hath done 
this, I fay, yet having, for the Reafona 
above, declared eternal War with Bigotry 
and Free- thinking, the ftrong, yet fincere 
Colours in which he hath drawn die Learn- 
ing, Senfe, Candour, and Truth of chofe 
Subjects in which thefe noble Qualities are 
nioft e,minent, have been cenfured as Info- 
lence and Satire, and a Tranfgrefljon of ail 
the bounds of Civility and Decorum. But 
hc- 
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he will not be cafily induced, by the Cla- 
mours of the falfely Delicate, to betray the 
Inteiefts of all that is good and valuable 
amongft Men, in complaifance to their No- 
tions of Politenefs. Tis no time to ftand 
upon ceremony when Religion is ftruggling 
for Life ; when the whole Head is Jici, and 
the whole Heart faint. 

The Bigot, who between a corrupt Will, 
and a narrow Underftanding, imputes odi- 
ous Defigns to his Adverfaries, and impi- 
ous Confequences to their Opinions, is nor, 
I fuppofe, to be complimented, either into 
Senfe or Honefty. The Writer here con- 
futed is amongft the chief of them. And 
it is not impofTible but the recent Memory 
of the like Ufagc our Author himfelf met 
with from others of the lame leaven, might 
give bim a quicker Senfe and ftronger Re- 
fentment of the Injury done his Neighbour. 

As for the Tribe of Free- thinkers, Teland, 
TiJidal, Collins, Coward, Blount, Strutl, 
Chub, Dudgeon, Morgan, Tillard, and their 
Fellows, the moral Foes both of Reafon 
and Religion, injured fFit as well as Virtue, 
by the Mouth of their happieft Advocate 
and 



b/GoogIc 



XX PREFACE. 

and Favourite, long ago called out for Ven- 
geance on them : 

— The Licence of a following Reign 
Did all the Dregs of bold .^i^aflaj drain ; 
Then unbelieving Priefts rcform'd the Na- 
tion, 
And taught more pleafant Methods of Sal- 
vation ; 
"Where Heav'n's free Subjefb might their 

Rights difpute. 
Left God himfelf fliould feem tooabfolute. 
Encourag'd thus, Wit's Titans brav'd the 

Skies, 
And the Prefs groan'd with licens'd Blaf- 

phemies. 
^befe Monjlersy Criticj, with your Darts en- 

Here point your Thunder ^ and exbaufi your 
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A 

COMMENTARY 

ON 

Mr. Pope^s Essay on Man. 

LETTER I. 

WHEN a great Genius, whore Writ- 
ings have idbrdcd the World much 
PJcafure and Inibuftioii, happens to be 
enviouQy attack'd and falfcly icculed, 
it is natural to thtnk^ that a Scnfe of Gratitude due 
from Readen fo agreeably obliged, or a Senfc of 
that Honour reTulting to our Country from fuch a 
Writer, fhould raiTe a general Indignation. Buc 
every Day's Experience (hewi us the very contra* 
ly. Some take a malign«nt SatisfaAion in the At- 
^ckj others, a fboliih Pleafure in a literary Con- 
BiA; and the greater Part look <ni witbaoaUbluce 
lDdifierciic& 

B Mr. 
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Mr. Di Croufa^i Remarks ' on Mr. Fi^pH Ef. 
faj on Mattj fren in part, thro' the decenful Medi- 
um of a Frtmh Tranflaiion, have juft fallen into 
my Hands. As thofe Remarks appear to me very 
groundleJs and unjuft, I thought (b much due to 
Truth, as to vindicate our Great Couniryman from 
bis Ccnlftre. 

The principal Objcft therefore of this Viirfica- 
tion ihall be, to give thp Reader a fair and juft Idea 
of the Riafoning of that EJfay^ fo egr^oufly mif- 
reprefented; in which I (hall nof confjtjer it as a 
Ptari (fpr it ftaods in no need of the Ljfcncs of 
fuch kind of Works to defend it) but as a %?«b 
ef Phikfophy -^ and content myfelf with a pbin Re- 
prefentacion of- the Sobriety, Force, and Conne- 
xion of that Siafe^ng. 

I fhall begin withthefirftEpiftle. The opening 
of which, \r\fifuett Lip^s, is taken up in gtvlog aa 
Account of hisSijbjedti which heHiewsus (agree- 
ably to the Title) is Aq Essay on Man, ot a 
Fhilolbphical Inquiry into his Nature, and End^ hia 
Pajfiaus, and Purfuiu : ■' 

A mighty Male ! — but not without a Plaa, 
ae Mr. De Creuf«z aad I have found it, betweoi tia. 
The next Line ccUs ug with what Ddigq be vrot^vix. 

To vindicate the Ways of God to Mao. 

■ Thejr are connined in two feveral Boolti^ the one m.- 
^^xAExamrndtrEffaUi Mr.Popt. A Laulannc, 1737. 
The other, Commtntaire fur la TraJuSnm m wm Je M. 
rjih Du JU/iel di rEjfai dt Mr. Poft fiir PBomm, 
A Geneve, 1733. 

The 
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Mr. POPE'S EssAi- om Man. 3 
The Men he writes againft he hath frequently in- 
formed us are fuch, a> 
We^h their Opinion againft Providence. 

1. no 
Such as 

— cry, if Man's unhappy, God's unjuft, 

I.114. 
Such as fall into the Nodon, 

That Vice and Virtue there is none at all. 

Ep. ii. 1, 202. 
This occafioneth thePoef to divide his Vindication 
ef the Ways 0/ God, into twa Parts. In the firfl of 
which he gives dirtS Anfwers to ihofe Objeftions 
which libertine Men, on a View of the Difordera 
arifing from the Pcrvcrfity of the human Will, 
have intended againft Providence ; And, in the 
ffcmd, he obviates all thofe Objediions, by a true 
Delineation of human Mature, or a general but 
csadl Map of Man-^ which ihefe Objedors either 
iicn loiowing, or miftaking, or etfc leaving (for the 
mad Purfuic of vutafhyftcal Entities) have loft and 
bewildered themfelves in a ihouiitnd fboHfli Com- 
plaints againft Providence. The firfi Epijik is 
employed in the Management of the firji part of 
this Dilute j and the three following in the Ma- 
nagement of the fecond. So that the whole con- 
ftitures a complete Ejfay on Man, written for the 
beft Purpofe, lo vindicate the Ways of God. 

The Poet therefore having enounced his Sub- 

jeSy his End of Writing, and the ^ality of his Ad' 

B 2 vtrjaries^ 
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verfar'm^ proceeds [from I. rtf toij.] to inftruQ: 
us from vihmce he intends to draw his Ailments 
for their Confutation j namely, from the vijiblt 
Things of God, in this Syffiem, to demonftrate the 
imtfibte Things of God, his eternal Power and God- 
head: AndtfAy; becaufe we an reafim only from 
what vjt knoui^ and we know no more of Man 
than what we fee of his Station here ; no more <^ 
God than what we fee of his Difpeniitions to Man 
in this Station j therefore 

Thro' Worlds unnumbered tho' the God beknowD> 
'Tis ours CO trace him only in our own ^ 
This naturally leads the Poet to exprobrate the mi- 
lerable Folly and Impiety of pretending to pry into, 
and call in queflion. the profound Difpenfaiions of 
Providence: Which reproof contains [from 1, ai 
to 4.3] the molt fublime Defcription of the Omni- 
fcience of God, and the miferable BlindneJs and 
Prefumption of Man. 
FrefumptuousMan! the Reafonwouldft thou find 
Why form'd fo weak, fo little, and fo blind ? 
Flrft, if thou canit, the harder Reafon guds 
Why form'd no weaker, blinder, and no lets } 
Afk of thy Mother £anh, why Oaks ue made. 
Taller or ftronger than the Weeds they fliade ? 
Or alk of yonder argent Fields above, 
(Why yovit Satellites are lels than Jeve? 

^ Hnnc cogaofcimus rolammodo per Proprietate* luas 
et Attribata, ec per Ispientiffimas ec optimas renim ftru- 
ftura^ et caulas finales. Newtcai Prineifia Scbel. gtner. 
/itbjintm. In 
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tn the four laft Lines, tbe Poet has joined the 
urmoft Beauty of Argumentation to the Sublimity 
of Thought; .where the fimilar Inftances, pro- 
pofed for their Examination, Hiew as well the yfb- 
fttrdity of their Complaints againft Order, as the 
FrmtUfnefs of their Enquiries ioto the Arcana of 
the Godhead. . 

So fiir his raodcft and fober IntroduHim : In 
which he truly obfcrves, that no Witdom left 
than omnifctenc 

Can tell why Heav'n has made us as we are. 
Yet tho* we can never difcovcr i\ic particuhir Rca- 
fons for this Mode of our Exiftence, we may be af- 
fured ia general ^M it is right: For now entering 
upon his Argument, he lays down this felf-cvident 
Propofition as the Foundation of his Thefii^ which 
be realbnably fuppofcs will be allowed him : That 
BfallpoffibU Sterns, infinite JVifdam hatk famud 
the hejl; [1. 43, 44.] From hence he draws two 
Confequences, 

I. The fir^ [from 1. 44 to ; 1 .] is, that as the 
belt Syfiem cannot but be fuch a one as hath no 
inconnedtcd Void ^ fuch a one in which there is a 
perfeift Coherence and gradual Subordination in all 
its Parts; there muft needs be, in Ibme part or' 
other of the Scale of Life andSenfe, fuch a Crea- 
ture as Man ; which reduces the Difpute to this 
abfurd Qucftion, Whether God has placed him 
wrong f 

It being ffiewn that MAN, the Subjea ef hit 
B 3 Inquiry^, 
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Inquiry^ has a neceiBry Place in fuch a Syftcm as 
this is conteQcd to be: And it being evident that 
the Abufc of Free-will, from wheqcc proceeds all 
moral Evil, is the certain ESeft of fuch a Crea- 
ture's Exiftence ; the neit Queftion will be, how 
thele Evils can be accounted for, confidently v'wh 
the Idea we have of God's Attributes ? Therefor^ 

3. The /ecii?ui Confequence he draws from bis 
Principle, Tlat if allptfftbU Syjans, infimu m/dem 
hat form' d ththcfi^ is, that whatever is wrong in our 
private Syftem, is right, is relative to the whole 

Refpefting Man, whatever wrong we call, 
May^ muft be right, as relative to All. 
That it moy^ he proves [from 1. 52 to <Si.] by 
Viewing in what confills the Difference between 
the fyjiematlc Works of God and thofe of Man, 
vi%. that, in the lattir^ a thoufand Movemena 
fcaice gain one Purpofe j in the fsrmer one Moye- 
ment gains many Furpofes. So that 
— Man, who here fecms principal alone. 
Perhaps afts fecmd to fome Sphere unknown, 
And a^ing thus, the Appearances of wrong in the 
particular Syllem may be right in the umverfal; 
For, 

'Tis but a Part we fee, and not a Whole. 

^— That it «»/?, the whole body of this Epiftic 
is employed to iUuflrate and inlbrce. Thus partial 
Evil is univerfal Good, and thus ProYidence is £ur- 
Jy acquitted. 

From 
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j^roOi all this he draws a ge&eial Conc)u6oa 

\fTem 1. ^o to S7.] thst^ as what had been &td n 

fiifficicnt to vindicate the Ways of Providence> 

Man fhoald reft fubmUfive and content, and con- 

fcfe every Thing to be difpofed for the beft; 

that to pretend to inqtrire into the Manner bow 

God owdufta this wonderful Scheme to it« 

Completion, is as abfnrd as to imagkie that tha 

Horfc and Ox fliall ever come to comprehend why 

they unda^o fuch diSerent Manage and Fartumi id 

the Hand of Man j nay, that fiich Knowledge, if 

communicated, would be even pernicious to Min^ 

and make him neglcd or difert his Duty here. 

Heav'n from all Creatures hides the Book of Fate, 

All but the Page prefcrib'd, the [detent State, 

From Brutes what Men, from Men what Spirits 

know, 
Or whe viabld fafftr Being htri helow ? 
This he illuftnrtes by an Inltance in the Lamb, 
whkb is baf^ in not knowiflg the Fare that attertds 
It from the Hand of the Butcher ; and from thence 
takes occafton to obferve, that God is the equal 
Mafter of all his Creatures, and provides for the 
proper H^ipinefs of each Beii^. 

Who fees with equal Eye, as God of all, 
A Hero perifli, or 3 Sparrow fall.' 
But now the Objedor is fuppos'd to put in, and 
fay j '^ Tou tell us indeed, that all things will turn 

* Mat. X. 19. 

64. out 
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" out for Good i but wc fee ourfelves {un-oundcil 
*^ wich prefeni Evil ^ and yet you forbid us all In- 
*' quiry into the Manner how we are to be ezcri- 
*^ catcd ; and in a Word, leave us in a very difcon- 
** folate Condition." Not fo, replies the Poet 
[^frooil. 86 C095.] you may reafonably, ifyoufo 
pleafe, receive much comfort from the Hopz of 
a happy Futurity; a l&pe given us byGodhim- 
fclf for this very Purpofc, as an Earneft of that 
Blifs, which here indeed perpetually flies us, but ii 
Telerved for the good Man htrtafler. 
What future Blifs he gives not thee to know. 
But gives that Hope to be thy BleOing now. 
Hapt fprings eternal in the human Breaft, 
Man never is, but alwnys to he bleft. 
The Soul uneafy, and confin'd from home 
Refts and expatiates in a Life to come. 
Now the Reafon why the Poet chufes to infift on 
this Proof of a future State in Preference to others, 
I conceive is in order to give his Syftcm (which 
is founded in a fublime and improved Platanifm) 
the utmoft Grace of Uniformiiy. For we know 
this Hope was PlaU'i peculiar Argument for a fu- 
ture Statcj and the Words here 'employed, Tht 
Soul uneafy. Sec. Aij peculiar Expreffion: We have 
feen the Argument jlluftrated with great Force of 
Reafoning, by our moft eminent modern Divines: 
But no where ftronger urged than by our Poet, in 
this EJhy. He fays here, In csprefs Terms, That 
God govt US Hope to fttpply that fiaurt Blifs which 
ht 
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h* at prefmt kteps hid from us. In his 3d Ep. I. »6^ 
he goes ftill Farther, and lays, this Hope quitf m 
noc even at Death, when every Thing monal <lropi 
from us. 

Hope travels thro*, nor quits iis when we die. 
And, in [he 4th Ep. he fhews how the ^me Hops 
is a certain Proof of a future State, irom the Coo- 
lideradoQ of God's giving Man no Appetite in 
vain, or what he did not intend fliould be lattsfied ; 
(which is Plates great Aipiment for a future State.) 
For, defcribing the Condiiioh of the good Man, 
he breaks out into thcfe rapturous Strains. 

For him alone Hope leads from Gole to Gol^ 
And opens flill, and opens on his Soul j 
Till, Icqgthen'd on to Faith, and unconGn'd, 
It pours the. Blifs, that fills up all the Mind. 
He fees, w1^ Nature plants in Man alone 
Hope ofknoi^ Blifs, and Faith in BliTs unknown! 
Nature, w^ofepiiflatesco no other Kind 
Are giv'n in vain, but what they feek they find. 

■, 1. jji,»/<,. 

It is otly Ibr the good Man, he tells us, that 
Hope lems from Gole to Gole, f^c It would be 
ftrangc indeed then, if it Ihould be a Delufion. 

But it hath been objected, that the S^tm eftbt 
htftj weakens the other natural Arguments for a fu- 
ture State, becaufe if the evili^ which good Mea 
fuSer, promote the Benefit of the whole, then eve- 
ly thing is here io order ; and nothing amils that 
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mnts to be let right : Nor has the good M«n anjr 
reafon to cipei^ a Reparation, when the Evils he 
fiiffercd had fuch a Tendency. To this we reply, 
that the Syflem of the heft is fo far from wakening 
thofe naniral Ai^uments, that it ftraigjthens tnd fup- 
ports them. To conlidei it a Uttle,' if thofe Evils 
to which good Men are fubjedt be mere Diftritrt^ 
without any Tendency to the greater Good of the 
Wbtde, then, tho' we mull indeed condixic that 
liiey will hereafter be let right, yet ihfs View of 
Things^ reprefenting God as fuffering Diforders for 
BO other Purpofe than to (et them right, gives ma 
very low Idea of the divine WiTdom. But if thole 
Evils {according to the Syjiem of the heft) contri- 
bute to the greater Perfcftion of the Whole, a 
Reafon may be then given for their Permitlion, 
and fuch a one as fupports our Idea of Kvine 
Wifdom to the higheft religious Purpofes. Then, 
as to the good Man's Hopes of a Retribution, thofe 
ftill remain in their original Force. For our Idea 
of God's Juffice, and how fiir that Juftice is en- 
gaged to a Retribution, is exaAIy and invariably 
the fame on either Hypothefis. For tho' the Sy- 
Jfan of the heft {uppofes that the Evils thmfehet 
will be fiilly compenfated by the Good they pro- 
duce to the ffhtUj yet this isfofai from fuppofing 
that Particulars fiiall fuSer for a general Gaedj thac 
ft is eCTential to this SyJlem^ to conclude that, at 
die Complctian of Things, when the whole is ar- 
rived to die State of utmoft Perfection, f<Kiiatlar 
tad mvtrfal Good Ihall ntncidt. 

Such 
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5uch is tfaeWoRLD's great Hirnionf, that rpringi 

From {Jaion, Order, full Confent of Thingi ^ 

Where /mo// and ^<ffl, vhen went and migbljf 
nude 

To fervt oot/uffir, ftro^hm not iwoait. 

' £p. iii. 1. xjitf, is ftq. 

Which Coincidence can nerer be without a retri- 
butioD to good Men for the Evils fuffcred here 
below. 

To return then to the Poet's A^ucnent, h^ as 
we bid, bids Man comfort himfelf wkh EzpeiSa- 
don of future Happindx, and fliewi him that thil 
Hope is an Earoeft of it : But firft of alt puts in 
one very necefllary Caudon, 

Hope bumhfy then, with trtmbUng Pinions Ibar. 

And provok'd at thofe MtTcreana, whom be 
afterwards [£p. ;. 1. 2({:£.} dcTcribes as building 
Hell tn Spilt, mtd Htaven m Pridiy he upbraids 
them [from 1. 5)+ to 105).] with the Example of 
the poor Iniim, to whom alfo Nature hath given 
diis cammm Hope 0/ Matdtind. But tho' his un- 
tutor'd Mind had betraj^d hioi into many childllh 
Fancies concerning die Nature of that future Stat^ 
yet he is fe far from excluding any Part of his own 
Species (a Vice which could proceed only from 
vain Sctwice, which pufftth up) that he humanely 
admits even hU faithful Deg to bear him Cempattj. 

And then [from 1. io3 to ii>f.] fhews then, 

that Comptaittts againft the tjlablifi>ed OrJer ef 

Thingt, bcgia ia ibc iigh^^ Mfurdity Irom ini&p- 

plied 
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pJied Reafm and P«iw, and vaAia'Sathighift'lm- 
fittj, in an Attempt to degrade theGod of Heaven, 
and aflume his Place. 
Go wifcr thou, and in thy Scale of Scale 
Weigh diy Ophtim againft Pravidaut : 
Deftrty aU Creanircs for thy Sport or Guft, 
Yet cry, if Man's unha^^ God's unjuji-^ 
If Man alone ii^ro^ not Heav'n's h^b Care^ 
Alone made Perfelt here. Immortal there. 
That is, be made God, who onfy it Per/e^i and 
bath Immortality: To which ScnTe the Lines im- 
mediately following confine us. 
Snatch from his Hand the Ballance and the Rod, 
Rejudge his Juftice, be the God of God. 
From thefe Men, the Poet turns to his Friend, 
ind [from 1. ii8 to 137.] remarks that the Ground 
of all this Extravagance is Pride; which, more or 
lefs, infcfts the whtrfe Species: — fliews the ill 
I.Se6ti of it, in the Cafe of the Men Angels j and 
oblerves, that even wifiing to invert the Laws of 
Order, is a lower %)ecics of their Crime: — then 
brings an Inftancc erf one of the EflFeds of Pride, 
which is the Folly of thinking every thing made 
ftlelj for the Ufe of Man ; without the Icaft re- 
gard to any other of God's Creatures. 

Afk for what End the heavenly Bodies fliine. 
Earth for whofe Ufe? Prids anfwcrs, Tis for 

For me, kind Nature wakes her genial Power, 
Suckles each Herh, and fpreads out ev'ryPlower; 
Annual 
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Annual for me, the Grape, the Role, renew 
The Juice ncdireous, uid ihe balmy DeW} 
For nu^ the Mine a thoufand Treafures brit^ 
For me. Health guflies from a tbouftiid Springii 
Seas roll to waft me, Sutu to l^t me rife, 
Jtfy Footftool, Earth, try Canopy, the SIciet. 
The Ridicule of imagiaing the greater Ptriiem 
of rfie material Syftem were folely for the Ufe of 
Man, Phihfephj has fiifficieotly espofed : And Cam- 
mm Senfe, as the Poec fhews, inftructs us to know 
that BUT Felltvj-Creaiuresy placed by Providence 
the joint Inhabitants of this Globe, are de^ed 
by Providence to be joint Sharers with us (^ in 
blefHngs. 
Has God, thou Fool ! work'd folely for thy Good, 
thy loy, %Pflftiine, thy htace^ thyYooA} 
Who for thy Table feeds die wanton Fawn, 
For him as kindly fpreads ±e flow*iy Lawn. 
Is it for thte, the Lark afcends and flags? 
Joy tunes his Voice, Joy elevates his Wings. 
Isit for/ifrffthe Linnet pours his Throat ? 
Loves of his own and Rapimes fwell the Note. 
Is thine ahu the Seed that ftrows the Plato i 
The Birds of Heav'n fhall vindicate their Grain. 
Ep. 3. 1. 17. 
Having thus given a general Idea of the Good- 
nels and Wifdom of God, and the Folly and Ingra- 
titude of Man, the great Aiubor comes next (af- 
ter this nece^ry Preparation) to the CmfirmatiM 
of bis Thejit, That partial moral Evil is univerial 
Good; 
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Good : But introducer!) it wicit a proper Ailment 
to abate our Woiuler it ihe PbaRomeoon of mo- 
rat Evil, which Argument be builds on a Concef- 
^n of his Adverftfics. *^ If we ank jrou, &ys he, 
" [from 1. 13^ to 1+7] wlieiJier Nature doth not 
*' err from liie graciuiis End of its Crcaior, when 
** Plagues, Earthquakes, and Tempcfts unpeople 
*^ whole Regions at a time? you readily anfwer, 
*' No, For that God afts t^ general and not by 
" panicular Laws j and that the Couife of Matter 
•* and Motion muft be neceffarily fubjeift to fomc 
" Irregularities, becaufe nothing created is pcr- 
*' feft .'* Say you lb ? I then aflc, why you fhould 
expeft this Perfeftion in Man? If you own tha 
the great Endoi God (notwithftanding ajl this De> 
viation) he gstieralHappinefs, xhen 'tis Nature, and 
not God that deviates^ and do you expe^ greater 
Conftancy in Man ? 

Then Nature deviates, and can Mm do lefs ? 

I. ;, If Nature, or the inanimate Syftem (on 
which God bath impofed his Law^ which it obeys 
as a Machine obeys the Hand of the Workman] 
may in Courfe of Time deviate from its firft Di- 
redion, as the beft Philofophy fliews it may *; 

' While Comets move in very eccentrick Orbs, in all 
Manner of Poficions, blind Face could never make all 
the Haneta move one and the fame Way in Orbs coa- 
centrick, fome inconfiderafale Irregularities excepted, 
which may have rilen from the mutual Afliom of Co- 
mets and Planets upon one another, and which will be. 
aft to increafe till this Sylten wanu a Refonnation. 
Sir I/. Heva. Oftia, Ss'ft. ult. 

wher^ 
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vhere ia ^ WoiuleT tiiat Man, wbo was created a 
Free Agent, mi httb it in his Power every aio- 
mcoico (nnlcrels the eternal Rule of Right, fliould 
Ibmetimes pi oat of Order? 

Having thiu lliewa how Moral Evil came into 
the World, namely, by Min'i Aim/e ef his earn 
Frte-wiU^ be coioes to the poinc, , the Conjinaatiam 
of his Tb^t^ by Ihewii^ how moral Evil pnuootei 
GWj and employi the fame Concel3jon of hij Ai- 
Ter^ies, coacemiiig natural Evil, to illufirate il 

I. He fhews it raids to the Geod of the ffli4^ 
or Vnhtrfe {iiom 1. 14.6 to 1J7.] and this by Ana- 
logy. " You own, fays he, that Storms and Tem- 
*' pefts, Clouds, Rain, Heat, and Variety of Se»- 
* (bns are neceflary (notwithftanding the acdden- 
*' til Evils they brii^ wi± them) to the HeaUi 
** and Plenty of 'Aas Globe -, why then fhouldyou 
" fuppole there is not the fame Ufc, with regard 
*• to the Vnherfe^ in a Borgia and a Catiiinef 
But you (ay you can fee the one and not tb« other. 
You fay right. One terminates in this S^em^ the 
other refers to the ffhale. But, lays the Po^ 
io anather Place, 
— of this Frame, the Bearings andthenes. 
The ftrong Connexions, nice Dcpendeticics, 
Gndaticvis juft, tus thy pervading Soul 
Look'd tbro' .' Or can a i*«rt contain the ^^7m&/ 

Own therefor^ fays he, £«rtf, that, 
FromPride, from Pride our veryReafoning^n^ 
Account, for moral as fbi na^Kr«/ Things: 
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Why charge we Heav'n in thofc, in tfaefe acquit? 

b both ta rtafin right, is te fubmt. 

a. But lecondljr, to ftrengtben the fbregoing 

analogical Argument, and to make the WifiJom 

ttvl Goodnefi of God ftill more apparent, he ob- 

ferves next [from I. ijfJ to 1(15.] that irural Evil 

is not only produAivc of Good to the WhaU, but 

ir eren productive of Good in but evm Syftem. It 

might, fays h^ perhaps appear better to w, that 

tbCTe were nothing in this World but Putt and 

That never Air nor Ocean felt the Wind, 
That never PaflGon difcompos*d the Mind. 
Rit then confider, that as out rnaterial S^tm a 
fcpported by the Strife of its Elementary Parades, 
fo is our intilU3ual Sjfltm by the Con&iA of our 
PalSons, which are the Elements of hmiua 
AAion. 
Love, Hop^ and Joy, ius PleaTut^s fiuiliog 

Traiot 
Ibte, Fear, and Grie^ the Family of Pain, 
Tbefe mil'd with Art, and to due Bounds confin'd. 
Make and maintain the Balance of the Mind. 

Ep. 2. 1. 107, tf fiq. 
For (as he lays again in his ftcmd Epiftl^ where 
' he illuftratet this Ob&rvation at large) 

What Oope of Wit and Honefty appear 
Fnun Spleen, &om Obftinacy, Haw or Fear! 
Li7J. 
b 
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In a word, as without the benefit of tcmpefliious 
l^indt, both jlir and Ocean would ftagnace, and 
corrupr, and fpread univerfal Contagion through- 
out all the Ranks of Animals that inhabit, or are 
Aipporced, by ihem ; fo, without the Benefit of the 
Pajfunsj that Harrrumy, and Virtue, the EfFcfts of 
the Ablencc of thole Pa£ions^ would be a lifelda 
Calm, a ftoical ^tby^ /^ 

CoDtra^ed all, retiring to the Breaft : 
Sue Health of Mind is Extrtife, noc ReJI. 

Ep. 3. 1. 93. 
Therefore, concludes the Poet, instead of regtuxl- 
ing the Confli£f af EUmmts^ and the Pafftims of 
the Alind, as Diforders; you ought to conlider 
them as what they are. Pan of the general Order 
of Providence : and that they are fo, appears from 
their always prelerving the lame unvaried Courie, 
throughout all Ages, from the Creation, to the 
prefent Time; 
Tht general Order, fince the Whole b^n. 
Is kept in Nature^ and is kept in Man. 
We lee therefore it would be doing greu Inju- 
fticc to our Author to fufpeift that he intended, hy 
this, to give any Encouragement to Vice^ or to in- 
£nuate the NeceJJity of it to a happy Life, on the 
equally execrable and abfurd Scheme of the Au- 
thor of the Fable of the Bees. Hfs Syllem, as all 
his Ethic Epiftles fliew, is this. That the Paffion^ 
for the Reafons given above, are necelTary to the 
. Support of Ylrtut : That indeed the Paffions in 
C Excefs 
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Excels, produce Vutj which u, in its own NatDre, 
the greatcft of alt Evils j and comes inco the World 
from the Abufe of Man's Free-will ; but that God, 
in his InfiDite Wifdom, and Goodnels, dcvioufly 
turns the natural Bias of its Malignity to the Ad- 
vancement of human Happioels, and makes it pro- 
ductive of general Goad: 

Th' eternal Art educes Good from III. 
Ep. a. 1. i<y. 

This, fct againft what we have obfervod of the 
Poet's Doiftrine of a future State^ will fiimilh us 
with an Inftance of iasjitfring (as he well ex- 
jveOes it in his Prefiice) between Doitrhus Jetmngly 
tpp^JiU : If his Effay has any Mtrit, b* thiait it is 
in this. And doubtlefi it is iincommoa Merit to 
KJefl the Entravagances of every Syftem, and take 
la only what is rational and real. The Charade' 
riJHcsj and the Fable of the Bees^ are two fcem- 
ingly inconfillent Syflems: The Extravagancy of 
the firft is in giving a Scheme of Firtiu without lU- 
ligion; and of the latter, in giving a Scheme of 
Religicn without Virtue. Thefc our Poet leaves 
to any body that will take thero up ; but agrees 
however fo far with the_/&y?, that Virme would 
be worth having, tho' itfelf was its only Rewtrdj, 
and fo fir with the latter, that God makes Evit, 
Igainft its Nature, produftivc of Good. 

The Poet having thus juftified Providence in its 

PermiJJion of partial moral EvtL , employs the 

remaining part of this Epiftie in vindicating it from: 

the 
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tlic In^atatisn of certain fuppofed natural Evils. 
For now he fiiews, that cho' the Complaint of his 
Adverfaries againft Providence be on Pretence of 
rail TKiral Evil.', yet, at botrom, it all proceeds 
from their Impatience under imaginary natural eruiy 
the Iffue of a depraved Appetite for vifionary Ad* 
vantages, which if Man h^, they would be etcher 
ujile/f or pernicious to him, as unfutable lo hii 
State, or repugnant to biii Condition. £from 1. i6^ 
K» ijji.} " Tho' God (fays he) hath lb bounti- 
" fiilly beAowed on Man, Faculties littte lefs tbao 
" Angelif, yet be ungratefully grafps at higher j 
'^ and then, extravagant in another Extreme, with 
*' a PalEoa as ridiculous as ibac is impious, envies 
*' even the peculiar Accommodations of Brutes. 
" But here his own Principles flicw his Folly." 
He fiippofes them all made for his Ufe: Now 
what XJCe could he have of them, when he had 
robbed them of all their Qualities, ^ualities^ as 
they are at prefent divided, diftributed with the 
higheft Wlfdom; But which, if Iseftowed according 
to the froward Humour of thefe childifli Com- 
plainers, would be found to be every where either 
wanting or fvferjiaous. But even with thefe brutal 
Qiialities Man would not on!y be no Gainer, but a 
confiderableLofer, as the Poet ihews, in explaining 
the Conftquences that would follow from hji hav- 
ing his Senfations in that exquifite Degree in which 
this or that Animal is obferved to poffefi them. 

He tells us next [from 1, 198 to 225^ that die 

.complying with fuch extravagant Defires would 

C 2 not 
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noE onl^ be uftUfi and pernicious u Man^ buif 
would be breaking the Order, and deforming the 
Beauiy, of God's Creation. In which this Ani- 
mal is fubjet^ to tl^at, and all to Man^ who- by 
bis ReafoD enjoys the Benefit of all their Powers : 
Far as Cteation's ample Range extends. 
The Scale oifenfual^ mental Pttw'rs alcends : 
Mark bow it mounts, to Man's imperial Race, 
From the green Myriads in the peopled Grars ! 
Without this juft Gradation, could they be 
SubjeAcd thefe to ihofe, or all to thee? 
The Pow*!^ of all fubdu'd by thee alone. 
Is not ihy Reafon all thole Pow'rs in one? 
And fanher [from 1. zz^to 2551] that this break- 
ing the Order of Things, which as a Link or 
Chain conned all Beings from the higheft to the 
loweft, would unavoidably be attended widt the 
DeflTuftion of the Univerfc: 
For if each Syftem in Gradation roll, ' 
Alike eOential to th' amaring Wholej 
The Icaft Confufion but in one, not all 
That Syftem only, but the Whole muft fall. 
I>ec £anh uobalanc'd from her Orbit fly. 
Planets and Suns rufh lawlefs thro' the Sky ; 
Let rulir^ Angels from ihelr Spheres be hurl'd. 
Being on Being wTeck'd, and World on World, 
Heav'n's wholeToundations co their Centre nod. 
And Nature tremble to the Throne of God. 
For that the feveral Parts of the Univerfe muft 
at leall compole as entire and bannonious a 
Whole 
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Whole as the Parts of an human Bcxly do, cannot 
be doubted: Yet we fee what Confu&on it would 
make in our Frame, if the Memben were let upoa 
invading each other's Office: 
What if the Foot, ordain'd the Duft to tread. 
Or Hand to toiJ, afpir'd to be the Head ? We. 
Juft as abfurd, for any Pan to claim 
To be another ia this gcn'ral Frame : 
Juft as abfurd, to mourn the Task and Pains 
Thegreac direfting • Mind of All ordains. 
Who will not acknowledge that fo harmonious I 
Connedion in the Difporition of Thin^, as is 
here defcribed, is tranfccndcntly beautiful ? But the 
Fatali/is fuppole fuch a one. — What then ? Ii the 
firll great free Agent debarred from a Contrivance 
4o ex()ui(ite, becaufe fome Men, to fer up their Idol, 
Fait, abfurdly reprefenc it as prefiding over fuch a 
Syftem? 

Having thus given a Reprefentation of God's 
Creation, as one entire fP'hoie, where all the Parts 
have a necelTary Dependancc on and Relation to 
each other, and where every Particular works and- 
concurs to the PerfeiftioB of the Whole; as fuch a 
Syftetn would be thought above the reach of 
vulgar Ideas; to reconcile it to their Conceptions, 
he fliews [from J. 25 8 to 273] that God is equally 

■ Veneramor aatem ct colimus oh Dominium. Detn 
coira fine Dominio, Providenda, ct caufis Finilibui. 
nihil aliud eft quam Fatuu ctNATuaA. NnvtMi 
Prineif. Scbal. itntr. JiA faam, 

C % and 
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and intiinately prefcm to every Sort of Stibftance, 
to every Particle of Matter, and in every Inftant 
of Being; which eafes'tbe labouring Inugtnnton, 
and makes it cxpeft no lefs, from fuch a Pw- 
fttKi^ than fuch a t>iffmfaum. 

And now, the Poet, as he had protnHed, having 
viniieatti thf Wfffs of God ta Man^ concludes 
[from 1. ayz to the End] that from what had been 
laid it appears, that the very Things we blame 
contribute to our Happinefe, either is Particulari, 
cr as Parts ef the Univer/al S^em-^ that our Ig- 
Jmrance^ in accounting for the Ways of Providence, 
Was allotted to us out of Compaf&on ; that yet we 
btve as much Knowkig* as is fufficient to fhew 
us, that we are, and always fhall be, as bteft «e 
we can bear j for that Nature is neither a Stratc-m 
nk Chain of blind Caufes and Effcfts, 

(All Nature is but Art unknown to thee;) 
"nor yet the fomiitous Refult of Epicurean Atoms, 

(All C3>attcf, DireSIipn which thou can'ft not fee,) 
as thofe two Species of Atheifm fuppofed it; but 
the wonderfuJArt and Direction (unknown indeed 
to Man) of an all-powerful, all-wife, all-good, and 
free Being. And therefore we may be affured, that 
the Arguments brought above, to prove partial mo- 
ral Evil productive of univerfal Good, may be 
&fe]y relied 00; from whence one certain Truth 
refuics, in fpite of all the Pride and Cavils of vain 
jleafon, Thu whatever, is, is Right, With 
regjLrd to the Dispositioh op God, and 
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TO ITS ULTIMATE Tendenct. And this Truth 
once owned, all CompUinti againft Providence 
arc lectaded. 

But chat the Reader may fee in one View, the 
ExaHntfs ef iht Method^ as well as Parte if the 
Argument, 1 (hall here draw up a fliort Sjw>pjit of 
this Epiftie. The Poet begins in telling us his 
Subjeft is ^i EJfay on Afo«. — His End of Writ- 
ing is ta vindicate Providence. — Tells us againft 
whom he wrote, the Atheijii. — From whence he 
intends to fetch his Arguments,' from the vifiblt 
Things of Gedfeen in this Sjflem. — Lays down thti 
PropoCcion as the Foundation of his Thefis, that 
of all pojjible S^etm, infinite Wifdom has farmed 
the hejl. — Draws from thence two Confequences; 
I. llmt there muft needs be fomewhere ftuh a Crea- 
ture as Man-^ 2. that the moral Evil which He is 
the Author of is produilive ef the Gsod of the 
Whole. This is his general Tliefu^ from whence 
he draws this Conclujion, That Manfl>euld re/i,fuh- 
ntijfive and content^ and make thl Hofes of Futurity 
his Comfort^ — hut not fi^er this to he the Occajtoh 
ef Pkidb, which is the Caule of all his impious 
dmplaints. 

He proceeds to'coniirm his Thefis. — PteviouIIy 
endeavours to abate our Wonder at the Phaeno- 
menon of moral Evil. — Shews firft its Ufe to the 
PerfeEtiott of the Univerfe, by Analc^, from the 
Ufe of Phyjical Evil in this particular Syftcra.-r- 
Secondly, its Vfe in this Syjleniy where it is turna^, 
provideniiallyj from its natural Bia(s, to promote 
C 4 Virtue. 
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Virtae. — ^Then goes on to vindicate Providence 
from the Imputation of cenain fuppeftd natural 
Evils, as he had before juftiGcd it for the Pcr- 
mifliOQ of real moral Evil, in fliewing that tfao' 
the Atheilt's Complaint againlt Providence be on 
Frtxencc of real mtral Evil, yet the true Caufe is his 
Impatience under imaginary natural Evil^ the IQtie 
of a dtpravtd petite fir fantejlical JdvantagtSy 
which he fliews, if obcain'd, would be ufeUfs^ 
or hurtful to Afci, — and deforming and deftru- 
itive to the Univtrfti as breaking into that Order 
by which it is fupported. — He defcribes that Ordtr^ 
Harmmty, and chfe Cotmelfion ef the Parts. And 
by Shewing the intimate Prefence of God to his 
whole Creation, gives a Reafon fbranUniverfefo 
tmazingly beautiflil, and perfeA. From all this be 
deduces his general Csnclujim, that Nature being 
mitber a blind Chain of Caufts and Effefls^ ner yet 
the fortuitaui Refult of wandering Atorm, but the 
vimderful Art and DireSlion of an all-wife j all-good, 
end free Beings Whatever is, is Right, with re- 
gard to the Difpojition of God and its Ultimate 
Tendency-^ which once granted, all Complaints 
■gainft Providence are at an End. 

This is a plain and confiftenc Account'of the Ar- 
gument of this famous Epiftle, which (tho' here 
bumbled, and ftripped of all its Ornaments) hath 
fucha Force of Rjafming as would fupport Rhimes 
' IS bad as Donnas, and fuch a Strain of Poetry as 
would immortalize even the wretched Sophiftry 
iaai Mr. ds Crovsaz has employed againft it. 

Whofe 
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WhoTe Obje£Hons it is now high time we diouM 
confider. For having (hewn what Mr, P^% Sy- 
flcm really is, WC come next to (hew what it if 
net; namely, what that Writer hath the Injiiftice, 
or the Folly, to reprefenc it. He begins his Exa- 
minathn, with faying, [hat " Mr. Pepe feenu to 
** him, quite throughout his Syftem, to embrace 
** the prt-tJiabUJhed Harmenj of the cdebrued 
** Leiimitz, which, in his Opinion, ellablifiies ft 
** Fatality delhudlive of all Religion and Mori- 
" lity.^ " — That the p^e-tftablijhtd Harvmy of 
Leibmtx terminates in Fate, is readily owned; but 
ihat Mr. Pefe hath eipouftd that impious Whimly, 
is an utter Chimaa^. The pn tftabUJhed Harmmjr 
was built upon, and is an outrageous Extenfion oj^ 
a Conception of P/ale's ^ who combating the athe- 
iftical ObjeAions about the Or^ of Evil, em- 
ploys this Argument in Defence of Providence; 
" That, amongft an infinite Number of pollible 
** Worlds in God's Idea, this, which he hath crcat- 
** ed, and brought into Being, and admits of a 
" Mixture of Evil, is the befi." But if the bf^, 
then Evil confequently is partial, comparatively 
fmall, and Unds to the greater Perfcdion of the 
tuhoU. This Principle is efpouled and fupported 
by Mr. Pflfe with all the Power of Reafon and 
Poetry. But neither was Plait a Falali/f, nor is 
there any Faialijm in the Argument. As to the 
Truth of the Notion, chu is another Queftion; 

* ZxamM it PEffai di Mr. P<^ /w PHmmt. 
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«nd how hi it clears up the very difficult Contro- 
rctCy ftbout the Origin of Evil, that is ftill anethtr. 
That it is a full Solution of all Difficulties, I can- 
not thinlc, for Reafons too long to be given in this 
Place. Perhaps we fiiall never have a full Solution 
%ere; and it may be no grearMatcer tho' we have not, 
•s we are demonftrably certain of the maral Jttrt- 
hiits of the Deity, However, what may juftify 
Mr, Pipt in inforciog and tUuftrating this Platonic 
Notion is, that it has been received by the moft 
cellared and orthodox Divinei bodi of the aa- 
cieni and modern Church. 

This Doftrine, wc own, then, was taken up by 
Lnbmtx i but it was to ingraft upon it a moft per- 
nicious Feielifm. Plato faid, God chofi the beft: 
Ltibmtz faid, he cauld not bat chufe the beft. 
Plato fuppofed freedom ik God, to chufe one Of 
two Things equally good : Leiinitz held the Sup- 
polition to be abfurd ; but however, admittii^ the 
-Cafe, he maintained chat God could net chufe eiu 
of fwt Things equally good. Thus it appears the 
firft went on the Sy^em of Freedom; and that the 
latter, notwithttanding the moft artful Di%uiies in 
his 7leodre/e, was a thorough Fataltji. For wc 
cannot well fuppofe he would give chat Freedom to 
Man which he had taken away from God. The 
Truth of the Matter fcems to have been this; He 
Taw, on the one hand, the monftrous Abfurdity of 
fuppofiog, with Spinofuj that hlind Fate was the 
Author of a coherent Univcrfe; but yet oa the 
ether, eoirfd not conceive, with Plata, that God 
could 
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could forefce and cooduA, according to an arche- 
typal Id«, a World, of all poflible Worlds the 
heft, inhabited by fret Agents. This Difficulty, 
therefore, which made the Sccinians take Prefci- 
tnce frtm Gsd, difpoled Leibnitz to take Fm-wiU 
frem Man : And thus he fafhioned his ^tiftical 
Hypotfaelis: He Aippolcd that, when God madfi 
the Body, he impreffed on his new-cretied Ma- 
chine a certain Series or Suiuol Afatimsi^ and cbaC 
when he made the fellow Soul, the fime Series of 
Ideaty whofe Operations, throughout the whole 
Duration of the Union, fo exactly jumped, that • 
whenever an Idea v/'.i eifciled, a correfpondenc 
Mtti$n was ever ready to fatisfy the Vglition. Thui 
for Inllance, when the Mind had che Will to rai& 
the Arm to the Head, the Body was fo pre-<Dn-! 
trived as to raiJe, at that very Moment, the 
Part required. This he called the paE-ESTA- 
BLisHED Harmony. And with this he promtfed 
to do Wonder5, 

Now we fee, that, from tjic Principle of Plato^ 
as well as from that of Ltilmit%, this graad Conse- 
quence follows, That WHATEVER IS, is right; 
becaufe every thing in this World, even Evil rclelf, 
tends to the greater Perreftlon of the whale. This 
Mr. Pope employs as a PrlncipU, throughout a 
Poem (the mofl fublime that ever was written) to 
humble [he Pride of Man, who would impioufljr 
make God accountable for his Creation. Whac 
then docs common Scnfe teach us to underftand 
by vihateotr is^ is right? Did the Poet tncan right 
with 
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with regard to Man, or right with regard to God ? 
Right with r^rd to itfelf, or right with regard 
to its ultimate Tendency ? Surely with regard ta 
Ged: For be tells us, his Delign is 

To vindicate the Ways of God to Man. 

1 16. 
Surely with regard tt itt tdtimatt TtndoKy : , For 
he tellt us again, 

All panial 111 is unirerTal Good. I. 28} 

Yet Mr. Dt Crmfrz prepofteroufly takes it the 
other way J and fo perverfcly intcrprcred, it is no 
Wonder that he, and his wife Friends, fhould find 
the Poem full of Concradiiflions *. 

But, before we come to an Examination of Par- 
ticulars, it will be necefTary to remind the Reader 
once again, that the SubjeA of this Epiftle is a 
Juftification of Providence, againft the impious 
Objedions of atheifttc Men. It is to vindicate 
the JVayi ef God to ^fl»,— Thus the Poet addrcf- 
fcs them at the Beginning : 

« J'ai 14 Peflai dc Mr. Pope (repond an Ami dc 1* 
compante) ct jamais je n'eas plus befoin de patience. 
J'ai hit At gnait efibrts, pour y trouver qoelque tens 
nifonable, ct je les ai bits inutilement, Tantot fy 
fuis tombe fur dei precifions fophifliqiies, tantot iUr del 
dectfions egslement hardin ct fans preuvea, tantot en- 
fin fuT de longuei periodes d'un pompeax galimatias, &e. 
ExamiH de fE^i. — -Thus h^^tiati runs 00 in this 
abufire Way, and grows more particular in his Scnrri- 
lity, while Mr. Dt Crou/ax, good Man, is unable to 
make him hold his Peace. 

Prefum- 
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Prerumptuous Mm ! tbcRcafonwould'ft thou find 
Why form'd lb weak, fo linle, and lb blind ? 

1.31. 

Then %not Man's impcrfeft, Hia^n tnfnill. 

i.69. 

As he proceeds, he itill applies his Rcafoning 

10 the famt Men : 

Go and in thy Scale of Senfe 

Weigh thy Oplnim againjl Frovxdena j 
Call Imperfeftion what thou fency'ft fuch; 
Say, here ht grots too little^ there too nrneb ^ • 

Deftroy a)l Creatures fbt thy Sport or Guft: 
Yet cry. If Man's unhappy, Go^s tirguji. 

1. 109, (g /^. 

And coiubides with this Reproof to them : 
Ceafe then, nor Order Im$erfe£lim name. 

1.273. 
Having f«mifcd thus much, we now proceed 

to Mr. de Croufaz. 
Mi. Pope hiA faid: 

The Lamb thy Riot dooms to bleed to-day. 
Had he thy Reafon, would he Iktp and play ? 
Pleas'd CO the laft, he crops the flow'ry Food, 
And licks ihe Hand juft r^iis'd to Hied bis Blood. 
O Blindnefs to the Future! kindly giv'n, 
Thqt each may fill the Circle mark'd by Heav'n. 

1. 77, »A- 

On which his^emmentator: — " We do not, 

** indeed, perceive any Thing in Bealls, that fliews 

^ they have an Idea or Apprchenfion of Deadi. 

Buc 
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** But, furely, with regsrd to Man, to fcfied on 
** Death, and to contemplate the Cemtiatf of it, 
*' are of great Ufe to a prudent Life and a happy 
*' Death. Reafon and Religion agree in this, and 
" a Man muft wane both one and the other, to 
'* cry our, 

" O Blindoels to the Future ! Icindly giv'n, 
" That each may fill the Circle mark'd by Heav'n. 
** Th» fuppofcs, that if Men had a Foreknow- 
" ledge of their Deftiny, they ivould do all diey 
*' could to avoid it, and th»t they would fucceed: 
*' Becaufe, without this [gnorance, Heaven, it 
*' leems, could never bring ail its Beings to 
•^ that Circle marfd out by it. Yet this, notwith- 
" ftanding, is a Confequencc that Can have no 
•' Place, if it be impoiTible for Men to aft with 
*' Freedom, But the Doftrine of Fate necefli- 
" rily draws ^ into Contradiftions." "I Mr. Crox- 
fa% introduces his Cenv.ientary^ by folemnly ac- 
quainting his Reader, That he had^ from hit very 
Infamy, a flrong Biafs towards Logic,' thai he 
' has given a confiderahk Time t» that Study, and duel 
not repent his Pains ; that he has profited by Maxims 
which he hoi found in Books not written with j 
Dejign to give them ; that he has run through e 
Book that has fallen into his Hands underA 
Title, or ary Tiding approaching to it^ that he'W 

* Conunentaire fur la Traduftion en TCrs dc Ttfr. 
rAbbe du Reliicl de L'Eflki de Mr. Pope fur rHomme, 
p. 63, 6+. 

euen 
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tvsn negUiied the moji mt-if-fajhim'd fferif of this 
Kind : But, as the griateji Triafure is viarthUfs, un- 
lijt well ufed, he is refohed ta employ fame of it 
upon Mr. Pope '. And bere you have the FrutW 
of his Labours. " Here be has (hewn, to feme 
Purpofe, his Sltiil in extra£iing Do£}riius frea 
Baois not deftgtCd to give them. And for this Pat 
1^ I will be anfwerable, that he has extraiied a 
Dsffritu from it which our Poet did not defign 
logive-j who, when he'badanfwer'd the etbtijiical 
Objedion about pofitive Evil, fuppofcs the Obje- 
flor to reply to this Effeft : — It may be true, whic 
you fay, tbit partial Evil tends to uniuerfal Good: 
But why> then, has not Cod let me dearly into 
this Secret, and acquainted me with the Muinec 
how ? The Poet replies, " For very good Rcafons^ 
** You wete lent into the World on a Task uid 
*' Duty to be performed by you. And as the 
" knowing thefc Things might diftrait you, or 
'^ draw you from your Station j it was in Mercy 
^ that God hath hid thefe Things &om you : 
1 wjiii """'" '^T "" ^'"""■" hides iheBookofFatc, rftf*^4 
All but the Page prcfcrib'd, their prefent State, 
^rom Brutes what Mea, from Men what Spirits 

O^wbo vjiuldfttfftr Bting hirt bekui ? 
^ 1. 73. ^ M- 

'^ To illuiirate this'. by a familiar Inftaoce j bow 
" kindly hadi Mature aflcd by the Lamb, in hiding 
*' its Death Arom it ; the Knowledge of wbick 
"^ would have imbi(tcr'd all its Life ?" This is the 
•P. 17, 28. 

Force 
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Force of the Poet's Argumeat ; and nothing can 
be better connefted, or more beautiful. But our 
great Logician^ inlleid of attending to the Argu- 
ment of a very clofc Rcafoner (whofe Thread of 
Reafoning, therefore, one fliould have ttnagin'd 
might have conduced a Mathematician too, as he 
is, to the true Senfe of the Paflige) rambles after 
a Meaning that could not poflibly be Mr.Pa^s; 
becaufe it both difagrees with the Context, and 
diredly oppofcs what he lays down in cxprefs 
Words in this very Effay. Mr. /)rCr«(/(ra, wc fee, 
ims^ines that this Inflance of the Lamb was given 
to fliew how hurtful a Gi/i God beflowed upon 
us, when he gave us the Knowledge of our End, 
Mr. Pept fays exprefly, that ir was a frietiHy Gifi : 
To each uathinking Being Heav'n a Friend^ 
Gives not the uftlefi KnvwUdgi af its Ej:J: 
To Jlfan imparls it ; but with fuch a View> 
As, while he dreads it, makes him hepe it too. 
Ep iii. 1, 75, y yij, 
/. e. " Heaven, which is not only friendly to Man, 
*' but Beaft, gives not this latter the Knowledge of 
*' its End; becaufe fuch Knowledge (which is ne- 
•' ccflarily attended with Anxiety) would be ufelefs 
« to it. On the other hand. He gives it to Man; 
** becaufe it is of the higheft Advantage to him, 
** who, being to csift in a future State, may, by 
" this Means, make a fitting Preparation for his 
** good Reception there j which Preparation will 
" temper^ and, at length, guiie fuhdue the Anxiety 
** neceflirily attendant (as is laid) on the Know- 
ledge 
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*' ledge of our End, by tbe certain Hepeof a faap. 
*' py Immorcaliry," 

After thefe extraordinary Fruits of our Lc^dan's 
long Application to the Art cf Thinking^ he goes 
on, for four Pages together ', to Hiew how ufefiil 
and necedkry It is for Man to cultivate his Under- 
ftanding. You afk whom he coDtradi^ in this? 
Heabfurdlyfuppofes, Mt.Pope-^ while he is indeed 
but quarelling with his own Imaginations. Here 
we muft recolleft what we obferved above of the 
Subjcdl of the Poemi which 15 a Vindication of 
Providence againft impious Complainers. As thefe 
will not acknowledge it juft and good, becaufe 
they cannot comprehend it, and as this Argument 
is only fupported by Pride, the Poet thought pro- 
per to monify that Pride ^ which could not be 
done more effeftoally, than by fliewing chem, that 
even a Savage Indian reafoned better : 

Lo! the poor Indian, whofe uniutor'd Mind 
Sees God in Qouds, and hears him in thcWind^ 
His Soul proud Science never taught to ftray 
Far as the Solar Walk, or Milky Way ; 
Yet fimple Nature to his Hope has gi/n. 
Behind the cloud-topt Hill, an humbler Heav'n; 
To ie contents his natural DeCire, 
He asks no Angel's Wing, or Seraph's Fire, ^c. 
1. 95. i^fii. 

What are we to conclude from hence? That Mr. 

^ Comaentairt, p. 66 to 70. 

D Pept 



j.i:™b, Google 



54 .* COMMENTARY 8B 

Pepe imended to difeourage all Im^ovements of 
the human UnderAanding ? or that it was only 
his Dcfign to deter Men from Impiety, and from 
prefumii^ to rejudge the "Jujlke of their Creator ? 
Mr, Crsufa%f contrary to cammon Senfe, and the 
whole Tenor of the EpiRIe, has chofen the fbr- 
mer Pan; cho' Mr. Pape had immediately added^ 
Go wiTer thou, and in th^ Scale of Scnle 
Weigh thy C^tnion againft Providence. 
Call Imperfc^on what thou iancy^ fuch. 
Say, Here be gives too little, there toa.miich ; 
Deftroy all Creatures for thy Sporj or'Guft: 
Yet cry. If Man's unhappy, God^ unjufl. 

1. lop, (^ y«j. 
But to this, the Catnmaitaior : < — " To whom 
" does Mr. Pope addrefs bimfelf in this long Pe- 
*' riod? Is tc to thofe prefumptuous Men, who are 
" continually confounding tbemfelves, and abuGng 
"the Fruiifulnels of their Imaginations, to teize 
" good Chriltians with Objections againft Provi- 
** dence ? Their RaOinels and ImpMience weU 
" dcfcrve, in my Opinion, the Cenfures Mr. Pop* 
** here infli(Ss upon them'." — Wonderful! Our 
Logician has, ac length, difcovercd'the SubjeA of 
Mr.Pept'j Epiftle. Why then did he not do Ju- 
ftice to Truth, by ftriking out all the reft of his 
Remarks ? For if this be right, alt the reft muft, of 
confequcnce, be wrong. 

■ Ctmmmairi, p 79. 
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Mr. fif* fays, Tpeaking af the End of Proridence, 

As much that End a cooftant Courfc requires 

Of Showers and Sunfliine, as of Man's Defircs ; 

As much eternal Springs and cioudlefs Skies, 

As Men for ercr temp'rate, ctlm and wife, 

1.1+7, !*/<?. 

On which the Examiner, " A continual Spring 
" and a Heaven without Clouds would be fatal to 
** the Earth and its Inhabirantsj but can we re- 
" gard ir as a Misfortune that Men fhould be al- 
" ways fage, calm and temperate? I am quite 
•* in the dark as to this Comparifon '." Let us 
try if we can drag him into light, as unwilling 
as be is to fee. The Argument Hands thus. — Pre- 
fiimptuous Man complains of moral Evil; Mr. Pope 
checks and informs hiro thus; The Evil, lays he, 
you complain of, tends to univerfal Good ,■ for a« 
Clouds, and Rain, and Terapeft, are ncceflary to 
preferve Health and Plenty in this fublunary World, 
to the Evils that fpring from diforder'd PafCona 
are neccHary. — To what? Not to Man's Happi- 
nels here, but to the Perfe^on of the Univerle 
in general. So that. 

If Plagues or Earthquakes break not Heav'n's 
Deiign, 

Why then a Bwgia or a Catiline ? 

On which the Examiner thus defcants, — " Thefe 

'* Lines have no Senfe but on the Syftem of Liib' 

'' a/ftB, which confounds Morals with Phyficsj 

* Examen dc VSJfai, Sec. 

D z «tnd 
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" and in which, all that we call Pleafures, Grief, 
" CoDtetument, Inquietude, Wifdom, Virtue, 
" Truth, Error, Vices, Crimes, Abominations, 
" are the inevitable Coniequences of a fatal Chain 
*' of Things as ancient as the World. But this is 
** it which renders the Syftem lo horrible, that 
" all honeft Men muft iliudder at it. It is, in- 
** deed, fufficicnt to humble human Nature, to re- 
*^ 6tQ. that this was invented by a Man, and that 
" other Men have ifdopted it '','' This is, indeed, 
very tragical i but we have Ihewn above, that 
it had) its Senfe on the Platonic^ not the Ltit- 
- nitxien Syftem ; and befides, thai the Conten con- 
fines us to that Senfe. 

What hath miOed the Examiner is his fuppoling 
the Companion to be between the Eftet^ of tvM 
Titans in this fub/umry World; when not only the 
Eifgancyj but the Jujfnifs cf it conliftsin its being 
between the Effeils of a Tiling in the Viuverfe at 
large, and the familiar and known EffeSii of one 
in this fublunary World. For the Pojttian infbrc'd 
in thefe Lines is this, that partial Evil tends to the 
Goad of tbf Whole: 

lUffiSing Man, whatever Wrong we call. 
May, muft be right, as relative to all. 

1. 51. 

Hew does the Poet inbrce it? Why, if you 
will believe the Examiner, by illuftrating the Ef- 
fe^ of partial moral Evil in a particular Syftem, 
by that of partial natural Evil in the fame Sy- 

■■ Examtn it VBffai, &c. 

ftem, 
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ftem, and fo leaves fab Pafitien in the lurch; - 
but we ffluft never believe the great Poet rea- 
Jbns Uke the Lagician. The Way to prove his 
Point he knew was to illuflrate the EfFeft of par- 
tial moral Evil in the TJmverfe, by partial natural 
Evil in a partieular SyJIem. Whether partial mo- 
ral Evil tend to the Good of the Univerfe, be- 
ing a ^eftianj which by reafon of our Ignonnce 
of rmmy Parts of that Univerfe, we cannot decide, 
but (torn known ESedb; the Rules of Argument 
require that it be proved by Jnahgy^ i. t. letting 
it by, and compariDg it with a Thing eeriain; and 
it is a Thing certain^ that partial natural Evil tends 
tothcGoodof our^twh'cKj^S^ffli, ThisishisAr- 
gument: And thus, wefee, itftandsdear ofMr.iJ* 
Crou/as^s Objedtion, and of Leiiniiz's Fatalifm. 

After having infbrced this analc^cal Pofithn^ the 
Poet then indeed, in order to Ib-engthen and fup- 
port it, employs the fame Infhnce of natural Evil, 
to Jhew that, even here to Men, as well as to the 
ffOjaU, moral Evil is produdive of Good, by the 
gracious Difpofition of Providence, who turns it 
dcvioufly from its natural Tendency, 
Mr. Pope then adds, 

From Pride, from Pride, our very Reafbning 
Iprings J 

Aca>unt for moral, as for nat'ral Things : 

Why charge we Heav'n in thofe, in thcfe acquit ? 
' la both to reafon right, ts to fubtnit. 

I. IS3, y//f. 

Our CmmmtatBT asks — " Why, then, does 
D 3 « Mr. 
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^^ Mr. P^ prccend eo reaToa i4K>a die Mttter, 
^ and rear his Hctd Co high, uid decide fo dog> 
(t matically, upon tbe moft iDipoiraac of all Sub^ 
" je£b ' ?" This js mdeed pleo&it. Suppofe Mr, 
De Creufmt i^iould undertlke to lliew the F0U7 
of pretending to penetrate into the Myfteries of 
revealed Religion, as here Mr. Pipe has done of 
natural^ mvSt he not emf^y the Succours of Rca- 
Ibn? And could he conclude his Rcafoningt 
with 'greater Truth and Modefty, dun in the 
Words of Mt.Pepe?—rTa rtafm right, is tt fab- 
fait. — But he goes m, " If you will believe bim 
f [Mr. Pi>pe] the SoTereign Perfeiftioia of die eter- 
" nal Being bare inevitabfy determiocd him 10 
** create this Univerfe, bec«ife the Idea of it WW 
" the moll per&(% of aii thofe which reprclentcd 
*• many poflible Worlds. Nocwithftandiog, there 
" is nothing perfeA in this Part, which 11 affign- 
** ed for our Habitation ; it fwarms with Imper- 
*< fedionsj it is God who is the Caufe of theoi, 
**■ and it WIS not in his Power to contrtre Mattel^ 
" otberwife. The Poet had not the Caution to 
" recur to Man's Abule of bis own Free-will, the . 
" true Source of all our Miferiei, and vtich are 
" agreeable to that State of Difordcr in which 
*• Men live by their own Fault"." I will venture 
to lay, every Part of this RcSedion is falle and 
calumnious. The firft Put of it, thu the Bttrnal 
Btifg, according to Mr. Pefty wai inevit^tf de- 

\ Cmmentairf, p- 94* Mb. 94, 9;. 

termiqed, 
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termiiied, snd that he had lut Pnotr te emtrive 
Matters etherwife, I have already Ihewn to be fo. 
It is ftill t more unpardonable Calumny to {ay thac 
Mr. Pope has tbrau/n the Caufe of moral Evil vpeit 
God J and had net the Caution ta recur to Maifs Ahuft 
»f bis own Free-will : For Mr. De Croufaz could 
not but Tee chn the Poet had, io lb many WoRhj 
thrown the Caute entirely upon that Mitfe^ where^ 
Ipeakiog of natural and moral Evil, he fays, 
What makes all Phytical and Moral III! 
There deviates Nature, and here wanders 

Will, 
God sends not III. 

Ep. iv. 1. io(), ^ feq. 
When he bad faid this, and acquitted the fupreme 
Caufe, he then informs us what is God's Agency, 
after Natural and Moral Evil had been thus pro- 
duced by the Deviation of Nature, and Depravity 
of Will i namely that he hath fo contrived, in h^ 
infinite Wifdom and Goodnels, that Good fliall 
arile frtHn this Evil. 

If rightly undcfftood. 

Or partial 111 is univerfal Good, 

Or Chance admits, or Nature lets it fill. 

Short and but rare, till Man improv'd it all. 

l.iii, £3-/^?. 
And fpeaking in another Place of God's Provi- 
dence, he %s, 

D 4 That 
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That counterworks each Folly aad Caprice, 
That difappoints ih' EffiEAs of ev'rj Vice. 

£p. U. 1. 229. 
What is this b^t bringing Good out of Evil? 
And how didant is that from being tbeCaufe of Evil ? 
After this, a Phihfepber fliould never think of 
writing more till he had reAi&ed what he bad al- 
ready wrote fo much atniJs. 

The next PaQage the Examintr attacks ia the 
following : 
Better for us, perhaps, it might appear, 
Were there all Harmony, all Virtue here; 
That never Air or Ocean felt the Wind j 
That never Paffion difcompos'd the Mind : 
But all fubfifts by elerocntd Strife, 
And Pafftons art the Ekmmts af Life, 

1-I57, fif/'f- 
Here the Examiner upbraids Mr. Ptpt for de- 
grading himfelf lb far as to write to the grols Preju- 
dices of the People, " In the corporeal Nature 
" (fays he) there is no Piece of Matter that is 
*' perfeflly fimplcj all arc compofed of fmiU 
" Particles, called elementary; from their Miz- 
*' ture, proceeds a Fermentation, fometimefi weak, 
" and fomccimes flrong, which ftill farther atte- 
*' nuatcs chefc Particles ; aud thus agitated and di- 
.*' vidcd, they ferve for the Nourilhment and 
■« Growth of organic Bodies; to this Growth it is 
*' we give the Name of Life. But what have the 
<< PaJBons in common with thefe Pantdes ? Do 
dieir 



j.i:™b, Google 



Mr. POPE'3 EssAT on Mam. 41 
(* their Mixture and FcrmeatatioD lerve fbt die 
** NouriOunnu of that Subftance which thiolo^ 
<' and do they confticute the Life of that Sub- 
** ftance'?" Thus Mr. DeCroufax, who, as, « 
little before, he could not lee the Nature of the 
Compariron, fo here, by a more deplorable Bliod- 
nefs, could not lee that there was any Comparifoii 
at all. " You, &ys Mr. Pofe, perhaps tnay think 
** it would be bencr, that neither Air nor Ocea 
** was vexed with Tempefts, nor that the Mind 
** was ever difcompo fed byPaffion; but confidcf, 
" that as in the one Cafe our material SyJleffl ii 
*' fupported by the Strife of ics elementary Pani- 
*' cles, fo in the Intellellual, the Paffions of the 
** Mind are, as it were, the Elements of hiimam 
" Lift, i. e. Aflions." All here is clear, folid, 
and well-reafoncd, and haih been confidered above. 
What muft we fay then to our Examiner's wild 
Talk of the Mixture and Fermentation of elementary 
Particles of Matter for the Nourijhment of that 
Subjiance that thinks^ and of its conjiituting the Life 
afthat Suhflance? I call it the Examiner's, for, you 
fee, it is not Mr. Papers ; and Mr, Croufaz ought to 
be charged with it, becaufe it may be queftioned 
■whether it was a fmph Blunder^ he urging it lb 
■invidioufly as to inlinuace that Mr. Pope might pro- 
bably hold the Materiality of the Soul. Howerer, 
if it was a Miftake, it was a plcafant one, and arofc 
ftom the Ambiguity of the Word Life^ which ia 

■ Examtn de tEJtd. 

BngUJb 
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EngUjk^ as ia vie in Fretteh, Ggnifies both Eseifience 
and humm Ailim^ and is dways to haVc its Senfe 
determined by the Context. 
Mr. Ptpe fays, fpcaJdng of the Brute Creation, 
Nature to thefc, without Profulion, kind, 
The proper Organs, proper Powers allign'd. 

1. 171. 

Mr. Craufaz obfcrves, that ** In this Verf^ by 
•• the Term Nature^ we muft necelTarily under- 
•* ftand the Author af Nature-^ it is a Figure much 
" io IJfe. Spinoza has employ'd all his Mcta- 
* phyfics to confound thcfe two Significations "." 
Therefore, I fuppofe, Mr, Pope mult not emplt^ 
the Word at all, tho'irbeto vindicate it from that 
Jbufe^ by diftinguilhing its different Signlficatioaa. 
But this we are to conlider as a Touch of our 
Logician's Art. It is what they call Argumtraum 
ad iavidiam. 
The Poet, 

Far as Creation's ample Range extends, 
The Scale of fenfual, mental Powers afcends: 
Mark how it mounts to Marfs imperial Race, 
Froni the green Myriads in the peopled Grais. 

Ep.i. 1.199, W/^. 
On this the Cammentatory " That Place of Ho- 
-" nour, which the Poet has reftifed to Man in 
f* another Part of his Epiftle, he gives him here, 
<< becaufe it ferres to embellifli and perfeA tlie 
P Gradation. At every Step Mr.Pa^fiargetsone 

" CammttUaire, p. 99. 
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" of thofe principal and moft eflenrial Rule*, 
** which Mr. Dtt Cartel U^s down m his Methtdi 
^ that IB, exa&ly to review what one aflnxt, fo 
" that M Part be found 10 be gratis diHum, 
** nor ihe ff^oU repugninc to itfelf "," This we 
are to underiland, as faid, JioAnlMuf. But I (hall 
beg leave to obferre that our Lc^ician here givet 
bis Leflbns very impertinently. For, that 'Air. 
Pope, in cdling the Ract of Man imptrialj hath 
beftowed no Title on him in ibis Place, which he 
had denied him elfewhere. He, with great Ptetj 
and Prudence, fiippofes ^at the Scripture tells us 
to be true, that Man was created Lord of this ttt- 
ferisr If^orld; he fufpofes it, I &y, in thcfe Linef 
of this very Epifllc : 
Without this juft Gradation could they be 
Sui/e£ied tbele to thofe, and all to thee ? 
The Pow'rs of all fubdu'd by thee alone. 
Is not thy Reafoa all thofe Pow'rs in one } 

1.221. f^ feq. 
H^exprejfy afferts it in the third EpiJlU : 
Heav'n's Attribute was utiiverial Care, 
And Marfs Prtrtgative t» mU, but fpare. 

1. ifio. 
And this, in the very Place where he gives the 
Defcription of Man in Paradifc. 

What mifled our Critic fo far as to imagine Mr. 
PePe had here coniradiAed himfelf was, I fappoft^ 

^Cnmentmrt, p. 108. 

fuch 
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fochPalB^ as thefe : 

AOc for whu End the heav'nly Bodies fliin^ iic. 
And again : 

Has God, thou Fool! work'd fblely for tby 
Good, iic. 
But ia Truih this is b fax from a ContradiAion 
to what was faid before of Matit Prertgaiivty 
that it is a ConfinmtioQ of it, and of what the 
Scripture tells us conceming it. And becaufe this 
Matter has been iniftaken, to the Dilcredil of the 
Poet'& religious Sentiments, by Readers, whom 
the Conduct of certain licentious Writers, treat- 
ing this SubjeA in an abuiive Way, hath rendered 
jealous and miftruftful, I fliall endeavour to ex- 
plain it. Scripture fays, that Man was made Lord 
of All. — But this Lord, become, at length, intoxi- 
cated with Pride, the common Effcft of Sove- 
reignty, ereAed himfclf, like particular Monarchs, 
inio a Tyrant. And as Tyranny conlifts in fuppo- 
Eng all made for the life of me; he took thofc 
Freedoms with alt, that are conlcquent on fuch a 
Principle. He Toon b^an to confider the whole 
Animal Creation as his Slaver^ rather than his Suh~ 
jeSt ; as being created for no Ufe of their own, 
bat for his only j and therefore ufcd them with -ihe 
utmofl Barbarity : And not fo content j to add /»• 
fait to his Cruelly, he endeavoured to philofophife 
bimfelf into an Opinion, that Animals were mere 
Machines, infenfibleof PainorPleafure. And thus, 
ts Mr. Pope {ays, Man aSedted to be the Wit, as 
weU 
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well as Tyrant of thi WbaW. Our CommentatBr 
ciQ cell us what deep Philofophcr U was that in- 
vented this witty Syftem, and by the Affiftance of 
what Method fo wonderful, « Difco»ery was 
brought to Light. It became then one who «!- 
hered to the Scripture Account of Man's D«m~ 
tiim, to reprove this Abufe of it, and to fliew 
that^ 

Heav'n's Attribute was umverfal Care, 
And A&tt's Preragativt to ruU, BUT SPARE. 
The poetical Tranflator', has turned the Words^ 
to MmCs imperial Race, by 

Jufqu' i VHomme, ee Chef^ ce Roy ie Wnrotrs ! 
Even to Man, this Head, this King of the Univerfe. 
Which is fo fad a Blunder, that it contradifls Mr. 
Pii^^'s whole Syftem. Who, altho' he allowJ 
Man to be King of this inferior World, is ftr 
from thinking .him King of the Univerfe. If the 
Syftem itfelf could not teach him this, yet me- 
thinks the following Lines of this very EpijUe 

So Man, who here lecms Principal alone. 
Perhaps a^ Secmd to fotne Sphere uakaowiL 
1.57. 
If the Tranllator tougined Mr. Pept was here 
ipeaking irotucally, where be talks of A^s in^ 

B Grant that the Pow'rful ADl the Weale contiotilt 
Be M0tt the 9?/ and ^jnua of the wlwle. 

i>.iii.J4; 
t Mr. rXUi dM ReJ,e/. 

ml 
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rial Race, and (b would heighten the Ridicule bf 
ti Roj tU rUaivert, the Miftalte is ftill worfe^ the 
Force of the Argument depending upon its being 
iiid ftriwfif. For the Poet is fpeaking of a Scal^ 
from the blgbtfi to the Jowef^ in the Mundane 

But now we come to the fstnous PalTige which 
ia to fix the Charge : 
All are but Parts of cme ftupendoui Whole, 
WhoTe Body Nature is, and God the Soul. 
That, chaog'd ibro' all, and ]«t in all the fanx^ 
Great in the Earth as io th'Etberial Frame, 
Warms io the Sud, refreflics in the Bree£^ 
Glows in the Stars, and bloflbms in the Trees, 
Lives thro' a!I Life, extends thro" all Exten^ 
Spreads undivided, operatea unfpei^ 
Breaths in our Soul, informs our mortal Par^ 
As full, as perfeft, in a Hair as Heart ; 
As full, as perfet^, in vile Man that moum^ 
As the rapt Seraph that adores and bums: 
To him no high, nolow, no great, no fmallj 
He fills, he bounds, connedls, and equals all. 

Ep.i. I. 259, fcf y>y. 
On which our Examiner blind to the Light of 
Reaibn, as well as deaf to the Charms of Har- 
mony, — A Sfinozift (fays he) vjould exprefi hint' 
felf in this Manner "*. I believe he would, and (b 
would St. Paul too, writing on the feme Subje^ 
namely, the Omniprefence of God in bis Provi- 

1 Examen it PZffai. 

dence. 
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dence, and io his Subftance. In him we live and move 
and have our Being ' ; i, e. we are Parts oi him, his 
Offspring, as the Greek Poet, a Pantheiji^ quoted 
by the Apoftle, obfcrvcs: And tbeRt^fon is, be- 
caufe a religious Theiji, and an impious Pantheifl^ 
both profefs to believe the Omniprefence of God. 
But would Spinoza, as Mr. Pope does, call Cod tbt 
great direaing Mind of all, who hath intentionally 
created a perfcfl Univerfc'?" Or would Mr. P«^, 
like Spinoza, lay there is but one univerlai Sub- 
fiance in the Univerfe, and that blind coo? We 
know 5^/)«>ziz would not fay the firfi- and we 
ought not CO think Mr, Pope would fay the latter, 
bccaule he lays the direift contrary throughout 
the Poem. Now it is this latter only that is Sjii- 
mzi/ta. 

But this fublime Delcrtpiion of the Godhead 
contains not only the Divinity of St. Paul^ bur, 
if that will not fatisfy, the Philofophy likewlfe of 
Sir Ifiiac Newton. 
The Poet fays. 
All are but Parts of one fiupendous Whole, 
Whole Body Nature is, and God the Soul. 
The Phikfophtr, " Deus omniprselens eft, non 

•■ Far in him -we live and mmie, and ha've oar Being t 
ai tertain alfi tf your own Peeti have /aid. Fir -we art 
alfo bit Offspring. Afbxvii. zS. 
■ For that is the Meaning of 
All NacuTf u but Art. unknown to thee ; 
Ail Chaacc, Dircf^ioa whkh ikiii cault not fee. 

I.2S1. 
"per 
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** per Vtrtuttm folam, fed ctiam per Substam- 

* Tiam: nam Vtrtui fine Subjlantia fublillere non 

* poteft '.' 
Mr. Pipe^ 

That, changed thro' all, and yet in ailthe famty 
Great in the Earth as in th'Etherial Frame, 
Warms in the Sun, refnjhes in the Breeze, 
Gktus in the Stars, and bhjfona in the Trees^ 
Lives thro' all Life, extmds thro' all Extent^ 
Spreads undivided, operates unfpent. 
Sir /. Neviton, — " In ipfo concinentur et moven- 
** tur univerfa, fed abfque mutua pajjione. Deiu 
" nihil patltur ex corporum motibus ; ilia nullam 
** fentiunt rejijieniiam ex Omni-prxfentia Dei. — 
** Corport Bmni a figura corporca dcftituitur ■ ". — 
*' Omnia regit et omnia cognofcit.- — Cum unaqux- 
** que fpacii particula fit femper^ ec unumquodque 
« Durationts indivifibilc momentum, ai/yw, cerce 
'■^ rerum omnium Fabricator ac Dominus non 
•* entn»»?Hi"», nufquam^." 

MT.Popty 

Breaths in our Soul, informs our mortal Part» 
As full, as perfcft in a Hair as Heart ; 
As full, as perfcft, in vile Man that mourns. 
As the rapt Seraph that adores and burns : 
To him no high, no low, no great, no fmall j 
He fills, he bounds, connedts, and equals all. 
Sir I. NetDton, — "Annon ex Phxnoroenis con- 

« Ne^mi Prineifia ScM. gner. fiifaem. 
" Id. ib. ■' Id. ib. 
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" flat eflc Entem Incorporeum, Viveotem, Intel- 
" ligpntem, Omnipraslenceai, qui in fpatio isfinico* 
" taoquam feofbrio Tuo, Ret ipfas iatimc cenut^ 
** penicufque perfpicia^ maf^ intra fi fr^/ats 
** pr^efenta ctn^Uhatur ■". 

But DOW ■dtnitting, for At^tneDt*s fike, diaC 
there WIS an Ambiguity in tbcie Expreffions> fi> 
great, as that a Spiuavji might employ them to 
expre& hi« own particiUar Principles; and /iich a 
thkig might well be, without any RefleAton on 
the Peefs Religion, or EnAnels as a Wrker, be- 
caufe it is none on the ApaftW&i who actually did 
that which Mr. Papt is not only btiely, but, as we 
fee from thislnftance, fooUflily acculed of doing: 
And becaufe the SpiiioziJIs, in order to hide the 
Impiety of their Principle, are ufed to exprcls the 
Ommprtjtiat of God in Terms that any religious 
Tbetft m^t employ. In this CaTc, I lay, how are 
we to judge of the Poet's Meaning ? Surely by the 
whcde Tenor of bis A^ument. Now take the 
Words in the Senle of the SpiwzifiSj and he is 
mad^ in the Conclu&on of his EpilUe, 10 over- 
throw all he has been advancing throughout the 
Body of it : For Spinoztfm is the Delhu^ioo of 
an Univeric, where every thing tends, by a fore> 
leen Contrivance in all its Parts, to the PerfeAion 
of the ffiole. But allow him to employ the Paf- 
fage in the Senfe of St. Paul, thai we and aliCrea- 
turts Ihty and memt^ and have our Being in Gedy 

* Optitt S^*fl, la 

E , and 
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and then it will be feen to be the moft logi- 
cal Support of all that had preceded. For the 
Poet having, as we lay, taboiir*d through his Epi- 
ftle, to pr»ve that every Thing in the Univerfe 
tends, by a foreleen Contrivance, ted a preftnt 
Direftion of all its Parts, to the Pcrfcftion of the 
HTxile; it might be objeded that fuch a DfQwfition 
of Thin^ implyuig in God a painful, operofe 
and iocoDceivable Extent of Providence, it coald 
not be fuppofed that fuch Care extended to aB, 
but was coafmed to the more noble Parts of the 
Creation. This grofs Conception c^ the Fi^ 
Caufif the Poet expofes, by ihewing that God is 
equally and intimately pre&m to every Particle of 
Matter, to every Soit ctf Sut^ance, and in every 
Inftant of Being. 

And how truly, may be feen by ibf Inquiry inti 
the Naturt ef thi hunuin Sguly wrote exprejlyagainft 
S^nezlfm, where the excellent Author has Ihewn 
the NecelEty of the immtdiau Inftumct of Ged, in 
every Moment of Time, to keep Matter from 
filling back into its primitive Nothing. 

The £;r«nnn«r goes on : '^Mr/'i'^hathRealbn to 
*' call this Whole, a^upaidousWhole; nothing being 
*' more paradoxical and incredible, if we take his 
" Defcription literally ^." I will add, nor nothing 
more fo than St. Paul's, in him we live, end meve^ 
endhavt our Being, if taken literally. I have met 
with one who took it fo, and from thence con- 

k Examtm it tEfm. 

eluded 
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eluded vndi great Reach of Wit, that Space vmt 
God. 

Btlt Mr. Pgpe having faid of God, that he, 
Breathes io our Soul, informs our mortal Part, 
As full, as perfea, in a Hair as Hean:" 
the Comnurtiatar remarks, that " one iWild 
*' make a criminal Abufc of thefe pompouf 
" EspreOions, if once launched ou^ with Spi- 
'' NOZA, to confound the Subftance of God 
•' widi our ownj and to imagine that the Sub- 
" itance of what we call Creature, is the fime with 
" that Being's^ to which we give the Name of 
** Creator'." Spinoza is ftill die Burthen of the 
Song. To cut this Matter fliort, we fliall there- 
■ fore give Mr. Pope's own plain Words and Senti- 
ments, in a Line of this very Effay, that overturn 
all Spiiuzi/m from its very Foundations : Where, 
{peaking of what .Common Senfe taught Mankind, 
before falfe Selenct had depraved the Undcrftand- 
ing, he fiys. 
The Worker from the Work distinct 

was known, 
Andfimple R«^n never fought but one. 

Ep.iii. 1. 330. 

But the Commtntetor is, at every Turn, crying 

out, A FoUnuer of Spinoxa would eiefreft himfelf 

jaft fo. I believe be mighty and Cure Mt.Q-ou- 

ft% could not.be igDoraat of the Reafoo. It being 

* Cmmtatairt. 

El fo 
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lb well known that th« unhappy Man, the better 
to difguife bis Acheifm, covert it with fuch £x- 
preffioDS u kept k long concealed cvan from thofe 
Friendj and Acquaintance with whom he moft 
.ondmately correfpondcd. Hence it mull nccella- 
rily happen, that every the beft incentioned, moft 
icUgious Writer will employ many Phrafes, that a 
S^nexift would ufe, in die Explanation of his Im- 
piety. 

To perfift, therefore, from henceforth, in this 
peculation, will deferve a Name, which it is not 
mj Bufinefi to beflow. 
Mr. Popt concludes thus : 
Ceafe then, nor Order Imperfc^on name: 
. Our proper BliJs depends on what we blame. 
Knowiiiy own Point : this kind, this due Degree 
OfBlindnefs, Weaknefi, Heav'n beftows on thee. 
Submit. — In this, or any other Sphere, 
Secure to be as bleft as thou canft beat; 
Safe in the Hand of one dialing Pow^, 
Or in the natal, or the m<»tal Hour. 

*' The Heart gives itfelf up (fays Mr. Dt Cntn 
« fax) toi the Magnificence twF thefe Words. — 
" But I aft Mr. Pope, with r^ard to fuch con- 
<' folatory Ideas, whether he was not beholden, in 
^ « fome Meafure, to Religion for them*?" This 
is in the true Spirit of modem Controveriy. — Our 
Lt^cian had taken it into his Head, that the 

* CtmaOttairt, p. ii^* 1x5. 

Poet 
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^oet had no Reli^D ^ tho* tie doa not pretend 
bis Vmofs rife hi^er than to a le^iimite Sufpi- 
cion ; and finding here a Paflage that fpoke plaihly 
to the contniT, inAead of retracing that ralh un- 
duriuble Opinion, he would turn this very Evi- 
dence of his own Miftate into a new Proof for 
the Suppon of it; and lb infiniute, you lee, that 
Mr. Pep* had here contradiAed himlclf. He then 
preaches, for two Pages tc^ether, on the Paffige^ 
and ends in theJe Words : " From aU this I con- 
■** chide, that the Verfes in Queftioa are altogethCT 
** edifying in the Mouth of an honelt Man, but 
" that they give Scandal and appear profane in the 
*• Mouth of iD ill one*." How tx»&\j an Renu 
and Geneva jump on Occafion ! So the Conclave 
adjudged, that thole Proportions, which in the 
Mouth of St. jtufim were altogether edifying, be- 
came fcandalous and profane in the Moudi of 
yanfiaiut. 

But the Examiner purfues the Poet to the very 
End, and cavils even at thole Lines, «4iich mi^c 
have let him right in his Miflakea about the 
Senle of all the reft. 

All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee; 

All Chance, Direftion which thoucanft not fce^ 

All Difcord, Harmony not underftood j 

jjK partial Evilj wtivirfal Good; 

Andff»te of Prjd^ in erring Realbn's Spite, 

One Truth la clear, Wbatmtr is, is right. 

p. 127. 

E 3 See 
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** See (lays our Examtntr) Mr. Fife's geami 
*• Ctmdu^D, ali that h, « r*f A/. , So 'that tf the . 
« Sight of CbarUi the Firft lofing his Head od the 
•^ Scaffold, Mr-Piif^ muft have faid, /A/i « right -^ 
" tt the Sight too of his Judges cotidemDioghim, 
" he muft have faid, this is right ; at the Si^ pf 
** fome of thele Judges^ taken and condemned for 
" the Aftion which he had owned to be r^ht, 1b 
J* miifi; have cried out, thU is doubly right '." 

How unaccouQtable is this Perverfcocis ! hU. 
Popty in this very Epijile has himfelf thus e»? 
pidned fVhatevtr it, is right^ 
Refpcf^iDg Man, n^tever wrong we caU> 
May, mutt be right, aa reluivB to all. 
—So Man, who here feems Principal alone, . 
Perhaps aScs Second to fbme Sphere uDkaown^ 
Touches fome Wheel, or ve^es to Ibme Gotcj 
Ti* hut a Part we fee, and not a Whole. 

1.51, wyij. 

But *tis amaiing that the Abfurdities arifing from 
the Scnfe in which the Examiner takes Mr. Pif^i 
grand Principle, iVhatever isy is rights could not 
fliew him his Miftake : For could any one in his 
Senfes employ a Propo0tion in a Meanmg ^n 
whence liich evident AUurdities immediately arife t 
I had obfcrved, that this Conclu/am of Mr, Pipe's, 
that whatever is^ is right, is a Coafequence of his 
Principle, that partial Evil tends tt unvverfal Good. 
This fliews us the only Senie in which the Propo- 

[ Sxamtn it I'EJai, 
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£tion can be undeiftood, ntmeljr, d>ic WHAT- 
EVER IS, IS RIGHT, WITH REGARD TO 
THE DlSPOSrriOl^ OF GOD, AND TO 
ITS ULTIMATE TENDENCY. Now is tbif 
any Encouragement to "Victf Or docs it take off 
from the Crime of him who commies it, that God 
providencially produces Good out of Evil ? Hid 
Mr. Ptfe abruptly laid is bis CODcUtfion, /Aif R»fiilt 
»f all iiy that whatever ity is ri^tj Mr. Ve Cnm- 
fax had even then beCtttnexcufible fix putting fo 
abliird a Seofe upon the Worda^ wbeo he might 
have leen that it was a Cmclufien from the geoerat 
Principlt above-mentioDed ^ and therefore muft' 
oeceOarily have another Meaning: But what muft 
we t h ink of him ? when the Poet, to prevent Mi- 
&tkes, had delivered in this very place, die iV/'w. 
cipU itfelf, together with this Cenclujm « che 
Confequence of it: 

AH Difcord, Hartnony not underftood j 

JU partial Evil, wthierjal Goad; 

And fpight t^ Pride, in erring Reafbn's SpJght, 

One Tntth ic dear; ffhateaei' is, it right. 
1 ctonot fee how he couid have told his Reader 
fdainer, thtt this Cmclufim ' was the Confequence 
of that Principle, unlefi he bad wrote THERE- 
FORE, in great Churdi Letters. 

Thus have I gone rfiro' what I found materia] 

in Mr. J)e Creufa^s Exairun and Camnuntary on 

the ,;&;/? Epiftle: I will only ofafcrve, that he has, 

in feveral ^ccs, chaiged Mr. Pepe with pretended 

E4 Abfur- 
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Abfurdities and Impieties, for which his/f-wTrm^ 
fluor ■ is only anfwerable. But as he profefles 
DOC to underibnd Engtijh, thole Things might 
have been palled over, bad be doc had, at the 
Dune time, a very goA atid excellent Tranfladoo 
in profe'', by which he might have difcovcrcd [he 
Miftakes of the other. Nc»withlhnding that, he 
has chofen to follow a Verfion abounding in Ab- 
furdities \ becaufe it gave him frequent Opportunity 
to calumniate. On this account therefore, it may 
cot be amijs to give an Inftance or two of ihefe 
confederate Mifreprefentations, as a Specimen of 
this Part of the Performance, likewife. 
The TianQator lays, 
n ne defire point cette celefte Flame, 
Qui des purs Seraphins devore, et nourrit I'Ame '. 
That is, the Savage does net dtjirt that heavenly 
Flanu, which, at the fame time that it devoun the 
Seuis of pure Seraphimt, tieurijhts them. Mr. De 
Creufax remarks : " Mr, Pepe, by exalting the 
*' Fire of his Poetry by an Antitbe&s, throws, oc- 
*' caGonally, his Ridicule on thofc heavenly Spi- 
" rits. The In^iai, &ys the Poet, contents him- 
*' felf without any thjng of that Flame, which dc- 
" vours at the fame time that it nouiilhes." But 
Mt..Pepi is altogether free from this Imputation^ 
nothing can be more grave or fob^r than bis St' 
glljh on this Occafion : 

eUr.Rtfnei ""ByMr. DeSilhuette. 

lC»mma$mre, p. 77. 
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To be, conieats his natural DcGre ; 
He a(ks no Angel's Wing or Seraph's Fire. 

-— -. I. lOf. 

. But Deitber, I dare lay, did the Tranflator mean 
any Thing of Ridicule in his tievon et Tuttrrit famt. 
It is the fober folidJai^D of the Schools j and 
Mr. tAbbi no doubt had frequently heard ic from 
the Benches of the Seriatne. Indeed had a Writer 
like Mr. P^ ulcd fuch an EzprefEon, one mi£^ 
have TufpeAed dut be was not (b ferious as he 
ihould be. 

■ The Poe^ fpeaking of God's Qmniprefcnc^ 
£iys, 

As fiill, as perfeft, in vile Man that mourns. 
As the rapt Seiaph that adores and bunu. 

L 169. 
Which Mr: fjlbhihas thus tranflated, 
Dans un homme ignore fous unc humble chaiimfer^ 
Que dans Ic Seraphin, rayonnant de lumicrc ''. 
That is, as well in the igraroTtt Man, •who tnhabiti 
an bumble Cottage, as in the Seraphim tvatrAaffed 
■with Rajs ef Light. Our Frenthman here, in good 
earaeft, thought, that a vile Man that Toeunud 
could be none but fome poor Inhabitant rf a 
Country Cottage. Which has betrayed Mr. De 
Croufax into this important Remark: " For all 
** thM, we ibtnctimes find in Perfons of the low- 
•* eft Ranlc^ a Fund of Probity and ReGgnation, 
t dwt preferves them from Contempti their ' 

^ Csmmatairt, p. 120. 
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•• Minds are indeed but narrow, yer fitted to their 
" Station, faff." But Mr. Popehad no fiich chil- 
difh Idea in his head. He was oppofing here the 
htman Spedet to the angiH:, and fo fpoke of thatt 
when compared to itist as vile and difconfblaK^ 
The Force and Beauty of die Reflection depend 
on this Senfc, and, what is more, the Propriety 
of it ; and it is amazing that neither the Trai^lator 
nor the Critic could fee tc. There are many Mi- 
fialces of this Nanir^ both of one and the other, 
throughout the Tranjlatian and the C mwia i taiyy 
which perhaps we may have occalioB to take no- 
lice of as we proceed. 

In a Word, if it were of fuch Men as our 
CommcDCator that Mr. Pepe (peaks, when he ex- 
prejies his Contempt for' Modem Philofophers, 
lie Di^t well lay, 
Yes, I defpife the Man to Books confin'd. 
Who from his Study rails at human Kind, 
Tho* what he learns he fpeaks, and may adrancs 
Some general Mazicos, or be tight by Chance. 



LETTEK 
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t E T T E R II. 

HARD hath been the Fate of our great ContW 
trymai], to &U into the hands of fuch a Oi> 
tie and TrmJIatBr. Wc have ahead/ feen bov 
M. Dt Crtuja% hath discharged biroTelf. I now 
turn to M. I'Jbbe da Rifnel, whofc Sufficiency at 
ikaft equals the Malice aod Calumny of theotb«} 
and is attended with jiift the fame Ifliie. 

I have ihewn> in my firft Letter, that this noble 
FroduAkm ot human Wit and Rcafon is as lin- 
gular ibr it't philofophic^ ExaSntft of Mtthad^ 
as for it's poetical Sublimity of Style. 

Yet hear bow our Tranflator defcants upon 
the Matter: " The only reafon for which diic 
** Poem can be properly termed an EJay^ is, that 
** the Author has not fonned his Plan with all the 
^ Regularity of Method which it might have ad- 
** inUted." — And again, — " I would not willingly 
" have made uie, in my Verfion, oF any other 
" Liberties than fuch as the Author himfclf muft 
, « have taken, had he attempted a Fretuk Tranfla- 
" tion of bis own Work; but I was by the iinani- 
" mous Opinion of all thole whom I have confult- 
'^ ed on this OccaEon, and amongft tbelci of fevfr< 
T ?rai 
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" nl Eitgli^fimun, compleatljr fkilleii in both Lan^ 
** guagcs, ehligtd U falhw a diffirmt Aitthad. 
" 7Jf FrcDcb an Tut faiitfiid vihh Senttnutrtt 
" however beautiful, wile/i they are mttbtdicaUf 
« difpeftd., Mithtd hetng thi Charaaertftk that 
* diftinguijhis our Perfarmanta fnm theft of- tur 
" Ntighbmtrs, and almoft rfie only EsccUcnce 
" which they agree to illow us. That Mr. Ptpe 
*''did dot think himlelf confined to a regular 
*^ PJariy I hare already oblerred. I Inve there- 
^ fore by a neceflary Compliance with our Tafte* 
** divided it into fivt Cantos '.*' But the Reader 
will fee prefently, that our Tranllator was lb far 
from'* being able to judge of Mr. Ptp^s Metbodj 
that be did not even underftand either his Suhjt^ or 
his Smfe, on which all Method is to be regulated. 

For I now come to the Poet's fecmd Epi/Hr. 
Via had fhewn, in ^tfirjl^ that the Ways of God 
are too high for our Comprehenfion^ whesce he 
lightly concludes, that 

The [Hvpei Smdy of Mankind is Man. 
\ This Cotulufieity from the Reafbning of the fir^ 
£[»fUe, he methodically makes the Subjed of his 
htroduaion to Aeficoiid-^ which treats of Man's 
Natttrt. But here immediately the Acculers of 
Providence would be apt to objeft^ and lay, " Ad- 
^ mit that we had run into an Extreme, while 
** we pretended to cenfure or penetrate the De- 
^ figos of Providence, a Matter indeed too high 

■ Set EdkI. TraoOatiw of hit Pref. 
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" form; yet have you gooeai far into the Oppo- 
** fire, while f ou only fend us to the Knowledge 
" of ourfelves. You muft mock us when you 
** talk of this as a Stiafy ; for furc we are icci- 
** mately acquainted with ourfdves. The pn>- 
** per ConclufioD therefore from your Dcmon- 
*^ ftracioD of our Inabiligr to comprehend the 
** Ways of God, is, that we fliould cum our- 
** fdves to the Study of the Frame of Nature* 
"Hius, I &7, would they be apt Ki obje&j for 
diere are no Sort of Men more elate with PriJt 
than thefe Frerthinkm ^ the ZSe&s of which the 
Poet hath Co well opofed in his firfi EpUlIe, cf. 
pectally that Kind of Pride, which conGftCin i 
boafted Knowledge of their own Nature. Hence 
we fee the general Ailment of the late Boolci 
againft Religion turns on a fuppoTed InconMencjr 
bmtreen Rerelatioo, and what they preTume o> 
call the eternal DiAatcs of human Nature. The 
Poet therefore, to convince them that this Study 
is lets eafy than they imagine, replies [jfrom 1. ^ 
to ip] to thefffi Part of the Objeiftion, by de- 
fcrit^ng the dork and feeble State of the buaatt 
Vndtrftmdingy mth r^ard to the KimuUdge of 
eurftlva : And fartha;, to firengthen this Argu- 
ment, he fliews, in aufwer to the fecemi Part of 
the Objedion [from 1. 1 8 to 31] that the higbeft 
Advances in natural Knowledge may be ea% ac- 
quired, and yet we all the while continue very ig- 
norant of ourlelres. For that neither the cUarefl 
Science, which relults fr<Mn the Ntwtenian Philo< 
fophy. 
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fophy, nor the maji fvbSmt^ ^iic& is taught by 
the PhtimiCf will at all alEft us in this Self-Sttafy ; 
nay, what it more, that Religion idelf, when 
grown Fanatical arid EnthuJiaJHc^ will be equally 
ufelds: tho* pure and fobcr Religion will beft in- 
ftniiS us in Man's Nature, that Knowledge beii^ 
eilential to Religion, whole Stiljt£I is Uha, con- 
fidered in all his Rdations, and conlequently 
whofe Ol^t£l is God. 

To give this feand Aigument itf full Force, he 
flluftrates it [from 1. 30 to 43] by the acMeft 
Example that ever mu in Science, the incompaia- 
We Newton, whom he makes fo fuperior [o 
Humamty, as to reprefenc the Angtlic Beings in 
doubt, when they obferved bim of late unfold all 
the Law of Nature, whether he was not to be 
rcckon'd in their Number; juft as Men, when 
v they fee the furprizing Muis of Reafon in an 
^pe, are almoft tempted to think bim of their 
own Species. Yet this wmdrout Crtaturt^ who 
fiw lb far into the Works of Nature, could 
go no farther in hu/nan Knowledge, than the Ge- 
nerality of bis Kind. For which the Poet afCgns 
this very juft and adequate Caufe: In alT other 
Sciences, the Undcrfhuidiag is undicckfd and un- 
controul'd by any oppofitc Principle ; but in the 
Science of Man, the Parians overturn, as fafi as 
.Km/o" can build up. 
Alas, what Wonder! Man's fiipcrior Part 
Uocheck'd may ril^ and climb from Art to Art; 

But 
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" But when his own great Work is but b^;ut^ 
Wbit Reafon weaves, by PalSon is undooe. 
This is a brief Account of the Poet's fine Rea- 
fbniag in his Introdudlion. The Whole of whidi 
his pocrical Tranflator has lb aiiferably miftakai, 
that, of one of the moti ftroog and beft coonedtcd 
Arguments, lie has rendered it the moft obfcure 
and inconfiftent, which even the odicious Cmma- 
tator could fcarce make worfe by his imponsiit 
and candid Remarks. Thus beautifully doe« Mr. 
Pept defcribe Man's Weaknels and Blindne/s, with 
regard to his own Nature : 
— Plac'd on thislftbmus of a tniddic Stat^ 
A Being darkly wife, and rudely great; 
With too much Knowledge for the Sceptic Side^ 
With too [Ducb Weakncts for the Stoic's Pride, 
He hangs between; in doubt to aft, or reft; 
. Iq doubt to deem himfelf a God, or Bcafi ^ 
In doubt} his Mind, or Body to prefer. 
Bom but to die, and rcafoaing t»il to err. 
And as he hath given this Oefcription of Mto^ 
for the very contrary Purpofe to which Scepiia 
are woflt to ccDploy fuch Kind of Paintings 
iumely, not lo deter Men from the Search^ but to 
Kcite them to the Difcavtrj of Trutb-^ be hath, 
with great Judgment, reprdented Mac as doutK- 
ing and wavering between the right and wtm^ 
ObjeA f from which State there are great I£^ 
he may be rdieved by a careful and circumfpeft 
Ufc of Reafon. On the contrary, had be iiippo- 
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fed Man lb blind as to be buGed in cbufiog, or 
doubcful in bis Choice, between two Objeds egual- 
fy wrong, the Cafe bad appeared defpcrate ; and 
all Stu^ of Man bad been eSedually Sfcauragtd. 
But his TranQator not feeing into the Force and 
Beauty of this Condu<f^, bath run into tbc very 
Abfurdity I have here fliewn Mr. Pt^ hath io ait- 
ftdly avoided. 
The Poet iays, 

Man hangs between ^ in doubt to Act, or Rest. 
Now he tells us 'tis Man's Duty to Jit, not to 
Htjij as the Staia thought ; and to their Principle 
this latter Word alludes,^ he having juft before 
mentioned that StEt ", whole Virtue, as he lays^ is 
— fix'd as in a Froft; 

Contraded all, retiring to the Breaft: 

But Strei^ of Mind is Exercise, not R/^. 
1. 92, &f feq. 
But the Tranflator is not Ibr mincing Matters. 

Seroit-il en naiSantau travail cendermt ? 

Aux douteurs du repcs leroit-il delHne I 
According to him, Man doubts whether he bo 
condemned to a Jlautjh Toil and Labour^ or dc- 
ftincd to the Luxury of lUpoft; neither of which 
is the Condition whereto R^videncedeGgnedhim. 
This therefore contradifls the Poet's whole Pur- 
pofe, which is to recommend the Study of Man, 

f With too much Weaknefs fbi the Suii^4 Pride. 
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on a SuppoGdoa that it will enable him to deter- 
mine rigitfy in his Dmiti between the true mi 
falft Objeft. Tis on this Account he &y^ 
Alike in Ignorance, his Rcalbn fuch. 
Whether he thinks too UttU, or too tmuh-^ 
Chaos of Thought and Paffion, all confus'd. 
Still by himfclf abufdy or difahus'd. 
i. I. the proper Sphere of his Reafon is & narrow; 
and the Exercife of it fo nice, that the too immo- 
derate Ufc of it is attended with the lanie laxy- 
ranee that proceeds from the not uing it at all. Ycc, 
tho' in both thefe Caics, he is a}nifid by himftlf, he 
has it ftiJl in his own Power to difabuft himfilf^ in 
making his Pajftans fubfervient to the Mtam^ and 
r^ulatiog his Riafon by the Erid of Life. Mr, Dt 
Croufa% himfeif had fome Glimmering of theAb- 
furdityof thofe two Lines of theTranflator; And 
becaufe be /hall not %, I allow him to have laid 
nothing reafonable throughout his whole Cammett" 
lary^ I will here ttanfcribe his very Words : " Ce 
" qui fait encore, que les Antichefcs frapent au 
" lieu d'inltrpire, c'eft qu'ellcs font outrees. 
*' L'Hdmnu nait-il amdamne au travail? Doit-il 
« fi permtttre la molejfi et It repas ? Quel fujet de 
" decouragcraent ou de trouble, ii Ton n'avoit de 
" choix qu'entre deux panis fi contraires ? Mais 
*' nous nc naiSbns ni deSincs a un repos oifif, ni 
" condamnes a un travail accabknt et inhumain." 

* F Agato^ 
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In doubt to deem himfelf a God, or Beafi. 
i t He doubts, as appears from the Line imme- 
difltelyfoUowingthis", whether hU Soul be J/w- 
te/or Imimrtel; one of which is the Truth, narady, 
its Imtnortality, ai the Poet himfelf teaches, when 
he (peaks of the Oiflniprefcnce of God: 
Breathes in our Saul, informs our mertal Pan. 

1 Ep. I. 2<»7. 
The Tranflator, as we fay, unconfcious of the 
Pott's Purpofe» racaWe*, as before: 
■ Tant6t cIe,fonefpritadinlrantl'ExcelIenc^ 
II penfe qu'il eftpiey, qi^il m a la puiffancr^ 
Et tantdt gemiffint dcs befoins de fon Corps, 
H croit que de la brute, il n'a que les refirts. 
Here hia Head (turned to a fceptical View) was 
Pinning on the different Extravagances of Piatt 
in his Divmlly, and of Des Cartes in his Phllo- 
fi^hy. Sometimes, lays he, Man thinks himfelf a 
real GocL, and fometimes again a mter Machine; 
Things quite out of Mr. Popis Thoughts in this 

Again, the Poet, in a beautiful AUufion to the 
Sentiments and Words of Scripture^ breaks out 
into this juft and moral Refleftioa upon Matis 
Condition here. 

Bom but to die, and reafoning but to err. 

■ In doubt his MindotBtih to prefer. 

The 
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The 'nanflator tunu this fine and fiiber Tbot^ 
into the moft outrageous Scepticifm ; 
Ce o'eft que pour mourir, qt^il eft n£, qi^il re^iir^' 
Et tout fa raifm liifi prefyiu fa'ioi dtUrt : 
and fo makes hit Author direfl^ contradiQ him- 
ielf, where be &js of Man, that he hath 
— too tnuch Knowletige for the Sce[Kic Side.' 
Strange ! that the TranQator could not fee hia 
Autbor'i Meaning was, that, as we are btrn u £e 
and yet enjoy Ibme finidl Portion of Life; fij, tbt/. 
we rea/m it err, yet we comprehend fome few. 
Truths. Strange! that he couW not fee the Dif- 
ference between that weak Sute of Realbn, ia 
which Error mins itfelf with all its true Conclu- 
lions concerning Man's Nature; and an ahflra& 
Quality, which we vaiaif tall R^aforiy but which, 
he tells us, is indeed fcarce ok/ thing elfe but Mad- 
nefs. One would think he paid little Attention to 
the concluding Words of this fublime Defciip^ 
tion, where the Poet tells us, Man was 
Created half to rife, and half to fall ; 
Great Lord af all Things, yet a Prey to all ; 
SsU Judge ^ Truth, in endlels Error hurl'd : 
The Glory, Jeft, and Riddle of the World. , 
Indeed he paid fo much, as to contrive bow he 
might pervert them to a Senfe confiftent with his 

Et tout fa raifon n'eft prefqueqn'on dtlire: 
IVhicb be does in thde Words: 

F a Tant6t 
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Tanc&t ieu, tantot Isge, il change a chaqjte 
Instant. 
This is indeed making a Madtmm of this f^ Judgt 
•f Tnilb, to all lucnti and Purpofet. But Mr. 
Pcpt bys nothing of his thonging eotrj Afunent 
from Sag* u. Fael^ he only&;s, that F0II7 and; 
Wilclom are the infeparate Partage of Hunumity: 
Which is <}uite another Thing. 

hut Mijiakes, like Mttfartutuij fcldom come 
tingle^ and the reafon is the lame, in both cales, 
becaufe they influence one anoiher. Fbr the 
Tranflator, having miftaken both the Nature and 
End of the Defcription of the Weaknels of hu- 
man Nature, imagined the Poet's fecand Argument 
for the Difficulty of the Study ef Man, which 
(hews, that the eUareJi and fuUimtft Science is no 
Alliftancc to it, nor even Religion itfelf, when 
grown Fanatical and Enthuftajtic -^ he imagined, 
I fiy, that this fine Argument was an Illujiratien 
only of the foregoing Defcription, in which ILu- 
ftracion, Inftanccs were given of the feveral Extra- 
vagatues in faife Science-^ whereas the Poet's Dc- 
fign waSj juft the contrary, to ihew the prodigious 
Vigour of the human Mind, in Studies which do 
not relate to itfelf; and yet that all its Force to- 
gether with tbofe EiTcifts of it, avail little in this 
Inquiry. 

But riiere was another Caufe of the Tranjlatir'i 
Error j he bad miftaken, as we fay, the Poet's firft 
Argutnent for a Defcription of the Weakncis of 
ifae huouo Mind with regard to aU Trtah; where- 
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as tc is only fuch with regan] ki the Kjmvledgt »f 
Man's Nature. This led him, as it would feem* 
to conclude, that, if Mr. P^e were to be under- 
flood as fpcaldng htn in his fecmd Argument, oS 
real and great Progrers in Seiaice, it would esntra- 
lUit what had been Taid in the Delcripcion ; vA 
therefore, out of Tendcrnefi to His Author, he 
turns it all to imaginary H^tbefes. 
' Let us take the whole Context. 
I. 
Go wondrous Creature! mount where Science 

guides, 
Go meafure Earth, we%h Air, and ftate theTidesj 
Shew by what Laws the wand'ring Planers ftray, 
Corrcd old Time, and teach the Sun his Way. 

IT. 
Gofoar, wichi'47/a, to th'Empyrea! Sphere, 
To the firft Good, firft Perfefl, and firft Fair j 

III. 
Or tread the maiy Round his Follow'rs trod. 
And quitting Senfe call imitating God. 
Go teach eternal Wifdom how to nile. 
Then drop into tbyfclf, and be a Fool. 
Mr. Papt lays, Ga^ vimdratu Creaturt-y and be ne- 
ver fpeaks at random. The Realbn of his giving 
Man this Epithet i^ becaufe, tho' he be, as the ' 
Poet lays, in another Place ', little Ufi than Att- 
gel in his Faculties of Science, yet isheoiilcraUy 

r Ep. i. I. 1^ 

F-3 Mind 
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Uind In dx Knowledge of biinfelf. But the Trim/- 
lattr not apprehending the Poees Though^ ima- 
ged it mu laid ironically, and fo tranOnes it j 
Va, fiiblime MoTtel, fier de tonEsceUence, 
Ne cnis rim Sim^JfihU a tan IntelligttKe. 

— Mount where Science guide^ 
Go meafure Eaith, weigh Air, and ftate the Tides ^ 
Shew \yj what Laws the wand'ring Planets ftray j 
ConvA old Time, and teach the Sun his Way. 
This is a Defcrtptim of the rial Adrances in Sci- 
ence, (iich at the Ntwtmian. And the very In- 
trodoftion to it, — Memt when Science guida, 
fiiews it to be fo. 

But the Tranflator, carried away with the Fan- 
qf of its being an Ilbiftrauan of the foregoing De- 
^ription, turns the Whole CO win, /fl^f, imaginary 
Science, fuch as that of Des Curtis : 

Le Compas a la main, irufure rumverfe-y 
R^c i tongrile flux et le reflux des mers; 
Fixe le poids de I'air, et cammandt aux planetes ; 
Determm U ceurs de lews marches fecreies ; 
Souineis i con calcul I'Obfcuriie des terns, 
Et de I'Aftre du jour conduis les movemens. 
Here, in order to add chc greater ridicule to his 
{^ Senfe, he introduces the Fhilofopher, with 
Cempaft in bandy meafitring the Univerfe^ mimicking 
the Office of God in the Afl of O-eation, as he is 
reprefented by the Ancients, who ufed to lay, 
'o ©r« yufMTjiT. Whereas Mr. Pepis Words are, 
Qt 
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Gt mai/urt Eart^^ 
Muding to tbc noble and ulirful Frojeft of tbif 
modern Mathemiticiuic to mcflfuie a Degree at 
dK Equator and the polar Circle in order cp deter- 
mine the true Figure of the &nh, of great Im- 
portance to AftroDomy and Navigation. 

Regulali, bys he, <ucarding tt yatr gum Will, 
tht Fkx and Reflux ef the Sta^ and this, Del 
Caries prefuroed to do : But ic was Nevuttn ttiat 
Jiated the Tides. It is the pretended Pbiloic^hcr 
tbat/*« the Wnght of the Air i but the real Phi- 
loibpher that weighs Jtr. It was Des Carta tbac 
cammandtd tht PJanets, and dttermiaed them to roll 
according to his own good PUa/urei but it was 
Newton who 

Shexi/d by what Laws the watid'ring Planets firaj. 
Submit, fays the Tranflaror, tht Obfcurity ofTtme 
to yew Calatlatim. — The Poet faySj 

Correil old Time — 
He is here ftill fpeaking of Newton. Cerrea old 
Tim*, alludes to that great Man's Grecian Chrono- 
logy, whidi he reformed on thole two fiiUime 
Conceptions, the Difference between the RMgas of 
Kings, and the Generations of Men, and the Pofi- 
tiens ef the ColuTCS of the Equinoxes and Stlftices, 
at the time ef the Argonautic Exfedititm. 

And when the Tranflator comes co the third 
Inflaacc, which is that c^falfe Religion^ be intro- 
duccth it thus, 

F4 Et 
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Et joigaant la folie )i la ttaurit/. 
Whiclf fliews how Ul he underftocxi Mr. P^'^s In- 
ftaQc« of the Natural PhiUfcfhy o{ Nnutm, and 
the Metaphjjieal Philtfiphy of Plata. And jret alt 
jhejuftndi, the Force, and Sublimity of the Poet's 
Rcafoning conlift in a right ApprehenGon of them. 

Go teach Eternal Wifdom bow to rule, 
Then drop into thyfelf, and be a Fool. 
Thefe two Lines have only contributed to feeep 
the Tranflator in his Error ^ for he took the firji 
of them to be a Recapitulatim of all that had been 
laid firom 1. 18. Whereas both of them together, 
are a Cenclufum from it, to this Effeft : " Go now, 
" vain Man, elated with thy Acquirements in 
" rtal Science and imaginary Intimacy with God ; 
" Go and run into all the ExtrdVagances I have ei- 
** plodedin the firftEpiftIe,wi«-^ thou pretendedfl 
*' to teach Providence how to govern ; then drop 
" into the Obfcuricics of thy own Namre, and 
" thereby manifeft thy ^orance and Folly." 

Mr. Pepe then confirms and illulhutes this Reafon- 
ing by one of the greateft Examples that ever was : 
Superior Beings, when of late they few 
A mortal Man unfold all Nature's Law, 
Admir'd fuch Wifiiom in an eanhly Shape, 
And (hew'd a Newton, as wefliew an Jpe. 
In thefe Lines he fpcaks to this Effeft. — " But 
^** to make you fiitly fenfible of the Difficulty of 
» {bis Study, I HiaU infUnce in the great Newton 
■ ^ hinifclf 
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*• faimrclFi whom, when fuperior Beings, not 
" long fince, faw capable of un&riding che wbole 
** Law of Nature, they were in doubt whediiT 
** the Owner of dicb prodigious Science Ibodd 
*' not be reckoned of their own Order; juft n 
■*' Men, when they fee the liirpritii^ Maria of 
*' Reafbn in an Ape, are almoll tempted to nA 
** him with their own Kind. And yet this mo- 
" drous Man could go no lurcher in the Kncmw 
" ledge of his own Nature, than the Geoenbf 
** of bis Species." 

Thus ftands the Aigument, in which the Vvt 

hn paid a higher Compliment to the great Nem- 

ten, as well as a more ingenious, than wat ncr 

yet paid him by any of bis moll zealous Followen: 

Yet the Tranflator, now quite in the dad^ fay 

Miftake upon Miltak^ imagined his Defign wb va 

depreciate Newton's Knowledge, and to humble the 

JPride of his Followers: Which hath nude him 

play at crofs Purpofes with his Original: 

Dcs celeftes Efprits la vivc Intelligence 

Regarde avec piiie notre foible Science,* 

Nrrvtcn, le grmd Newton, quenosadmiroattoa^ 

Eftpeut-etrepoureuXjCequ'unSingeeftpournoD^ 

" The heavenly Spirits, whofe Underflandoig ii 

" fo far fuperior to ours, look down with P^ on 

*' iheWeaknefs of human Science; Nezulm^ the 

*• great Nezuterij whom wc fo much admii^ it 

« perhaps in no higher Eftcem with them, ibn 

*' an Ape is with us." 

But it is not [heir Pity^ biu their 4dmraJim^m 
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ii die Sulked in Queftioii: And it was for no 

fl^c Caule they admired ; it was to fee m imrtal 
Men unftld the whole Lava of Nature ; wtucfa, by 
the way, might hare {hewn the TranQaior, that 
the Foec was fpeaking of rtai Science in the fore- 
going Paragraph. Nor was it Mr. Papi^s loteo- 
tion to bring any of the Ape's ^mlities^ but its 
Sagatity into the Compsrifon. But why the -^s, 
is. may be ^, rather than the Sagacity of fome 
more decent Animal; pamoilarly tht balf-rtafin~ 
ii^ EUpbaia, as the Poet calls it, which, as well 
oa Account of this its Superiority, as for its ha- 
Tii% no ridiculous Side, like the Apt, on which it 
oould be viewed, feems better to have deferved 
this Honour ? I reply, BecauTe as none but a Shape 
refembling human, accompanied with great Saga- 
city, could occaCon the Doubt of that Animal's 
relation to Man, the Ape only having that Refem- 
blance, no other Animal was fitted for the Conv 
pariTon. And on this Ground of Relation the 
whole Beauty of the Thought depends ; Newtm, 
and thofe fuperior Beings being equally immortal 
Spirits, tho' of different Orders. And here let me 
take notice of a new Species of the Sublime^ of 
which our Poet may be juftly laid to be the Ma- 
ker; fo new that we have yet no Name for it, 
tho' of a Nature diftjnift from every other poeti- 
cal Excellence. The two great Pcrfeftions of 
Works of Genius are Wit and Suhlimity. Many 
Writers have been witiy^ feveral have been fub- 
lirtUj and fome few have even pofleScd both thefe 
Qualities 
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Qualities ftfaretefy. But none tbac I know of, b&- 
iides our Poet, hath had the Art to incorparatt 
them. Of which be hath given many Examples, 
both in this E£&y, and in his other Poems. One 
of the Dobleft being the PafBtge in Queftion. 
This fcems to be the lail ESbrc of the Imagina- 
tbn, to poetical PerfedHon. And in this com- 
pouDdol Excellence the Wit receives a Digmtf 
from the Sublime, and the Sublime a Splatdour 
from the Wit^ which, in their State of feparace 
Exiftenc^ they both wanted. 

To r^uin. This Millalce feems to have led both 
the Tranjlator and Cammmtatcr into a much worfe j 
into a ^angc Imagination that Mr. Ptfe had here 
reflcded upon Sir Ifaac Newtarfs moral Chara- 
Aer; which the Poet was as far from doing, as the 
Philofopher was from deferving : For, 

After Mr. Pope had fliewn, by this iiluftrioiis 

Inl^ce, that a great Genius might make prodi- 

gious Advances in the Knowledge of Nature, and 

at the fame time remain very ignorant of himfeify 

he gives a Reafon for it : — In all other Science* 

the Undcrltanding has no oppolite Principle to 

cloud and hiafs it j but in the Knowledge of Mao, 

the FaJJions obfcure as fell as Reafon can clear up. 

Could he, whofe Rules the rapid Comet bitid, 

Defcribc^ or fix, one Movement of the Mind ? 

Who faw thofe Fires Act-; rj/>, and there defiend\ 

Explain his own Beginning, or his End ? 

^ Sir Ifaae Nfwtm in calculating the Fekeily of « 

(Utui't Motion, and the Conrfe it defcribes, when it 

Alas, 
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Alas, what Wonder ! Man's fupcrior Pare 
Uncheck'd may rife, and cUmb from Art lo Art; 
But when hU Own great Work b but begun, 
Wbac ReafoD weaves, by Paffion is undone. 
Here we fee, at the fifth Line, the Poet turns 
from Netuton, and fpeaks of Man and his Natwe 
in general. But the Tranjlator applies alt that fol- 
lows to chat Pbilolei^er: 

Toi qui jufques aus ciem oTes porter a rae, 
: Qui crois en concevoir et I'ordre et I'ctendae, 

Toi qui veux dans leur cours, leur prefcrire la lot, 
: S^is-tur^lerton cceur, f^is-cu regner furtCH? 
Toe efprk qui fur tout vainemenc fe fetiguc, 
Avidede fijavoir, ne connoic point ded^e; 
De quoi par fes cravaux s'eft-il rendu cerrain? 
P«ur-il te dccouvrir ton prindpe « ta fin ? 
On which the Cormwrtoier thus candidly remarks ; 
« It is not to be difpured, but that whatever Prof- 
** grefi a great Genius hath made in Science, be 
** defervcs rather Cenfure than Apptaufe, if he has 
" fpeot that Time in barren Speculations, curi- 
" oos indeed, but of little Ufe, which be Should 
" have employ'd to Itnow himfelf, hh Begimtmg 

becKHnes vilibfe In its Defccnt to, and Afcetit from tlie 
Snn, conjcAured, with the higheJlAppearasce of Truth, 
(hat they revolve perpenullj' round the Sun» in MlBffi* 
vaftly ejicentrical, and very nearly approaching to Fa- 
raholas. In wfiich he was greatly coofirmed, in ab- 
{erving between two Comets a Coincidence in thnr 
Peribelwu, and a perica Agreement in their Vdodties. 
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*' oTtd hit End, and how to regulate his Cooduft; 
•* and if, inftead of that Candour and Humanity, 
*' and DcGre to oblige, Virtues fo becoming our 
** Nature, he be over-run with Ambition, Envy, 
*• and a Rage of Preheminence, wiiofe Violence 
*• and Rancour are attended with the moft fcan- 
" dalous Effefh, of which there arc too many 
" Inftances : Ftas luhich Mr. Newton Ih/d md 
*• tftW an ttUtrt Stranger W '," 

I have tranfcribcd this Paffage to cxpofe the 
malignant Motives the Commmhttdr appears to have 
had in writing againft the EJfay m Man. As to 
the tranfiator, it would be indeed harder to know 
what Motives he could have in tnmllating it, for 
it is plain he did not undcrftand it. Yet this is he 
who cells us, that tht Author nf the EJfay has not 
farmed his Plan with all the Regularity sf Methtd 
■which it might have admitted^ that he was eiUg'd 
to /bilfw a different Method., Jbr thai the Frendi 
are net finisfied with Sentiments hozvever beautiful^ 
unlefs they be methedically difpofed. Method being the 
Chara^erijiic that dijiinguijhes their Performanees 
from thaje of their Neighbours. 

Th GS neither did theCriiic, nor Tranjhtor, fulpeft 
(and never were poor Men lb miferably bit) that 
Thofe oft" arc Stratagecns which Errors feem. 
Nor is it Homer nods, but we that dream. 
The poetical Tranflator could not imagine lb 
peat a Poet would pique himfelf upon clofe Rea- 

' Ctmuientairt, p. 147. 

Ibaingj 
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fimiDg; Mid thefaftidious Phibropher, of courlc, 
concluded, that a Man of fo much Wit could 
hardly reafon welli fo neither of them gave a prtn 
per Atteotiwi to the Poet's Syftem. A Syftem 
logically clofe, tho' wrote in Verity and complete, 
tho' ftudioufly concife : This fccond Epiftle parti- 
cularly (the Subjeft of the prefent Letter) con- 
taining the trueft, cleareft, fhortcft, and confequent- 
ly the bcft Account of the Origin, Ufe, and End 
of the PaOions, that is, in my Opinion, any where 
to be met with. Which I now proceed to con- 
fidcr, in the fame ftrift Manner I have fcnitinixed 
the Intraduaion. For our Poet's Works want no- 
thing but to be fairly examined by the fevweft 
Rules of Lf^ic and good Philofophy, to become 
as illuftrious for their Senfe, as they have long 
been for their Wit and Poetry. 

I go on therefore to the Body of the DircourTe^ 
which, as plain as it is, I find Mr. De Cnmfaz has 
made a Shift {tho' extremely free with his Infinu- 
ations of Irreligion and Spinezifm) to miftakc 
from End to End. So true is the okl Saying, H»- 
mini imperils nihil eft iniquius. 

The Poet having thus fliewn the Difficulty at- 
tending the Study of Man, proceeds to our Affift- 
ance in laying before us the EUmtnu or true Pnn- 
cipU of this Science, in an Account of the Ori^ 
Ufe and End of the Paffions. He begins [from 1. 
42 to 49} with pointing out the ttua grand Prin- 
ripUs in human Nature, Self-Love and Reason. 
X)efcribes their general Nature : The firft fets Man 
upon 
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opon aftii^, die other reguhui hh jl£Im. How- 
ever, thefe Principles are natural^ not mtral: And, 
therefore, in tbemfehes^ neither goad nor had^ Init 
/», only as they are dinatd. 

Nor this a /«</, nor that a had we call. 
Each works its End, to move or govern all 1 
And to their proptr Operation ftill 
Aicribe all GW, to their impropa-y IS. 
This Obfervati<m is made with great Judgment, 
in Oppofition to the defperatc Folly of thofe Fana- 
ticiy who, as the Afceticy pretend to eradicate Stlf- 
Leve; as the Myjiic^ would ftifle lUafm-^ and 
bath, on the abfurd Fancy of their being moraiy not 
natural Principles. 

The Poet proceeds [from I. 48 to 5 7] moremi- 
nuttly to mark out the" diftinfl Offices of thefe /»» 
Prim:iphsj which he had before affigned only in 
general i and here he fliews their NeceJ^ty^ for 
without Seif-Leve, as the Spring, Man would be 
unaSfivej and without Rcafon, as the Balance^ 
active to w Purpofi. 
Fixt like a Plant on his peculiar Spot, 
To draw Nutrition, propagate, and rot: 
Or Meteor like flame lawlels thro' the Void, 
Deftroying others, by himfelf deftroy'd. 
Having thus explained the Ends and Offca of 
each Prindi^e, he goes on [from 1. 56 to tfj] to 
fpeafc of their Qualities : And ftiews how thcgrare 
fitted to difcharge thofe Funitioos, and acifwer 
(heir relpei^ve Intmism. The Bufioels of Seif- 
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Xmt being to excite co Aftion, it is quick and im-> 
petuous i and moving inftindiively, has, like Jt- 
tnSimj its Force prodigioufljr incrcafed as tbo 
Objefl approacheSj and proportionably leflen'd as 
riiat recedes. On the contrary, Rea/an, like the 
jftiihor of Jitraifioftj U always calm and fedate, 
and equally preferves itfelf, whether the Objcft 
be near, or ftr off Hence the moving Principle 
if made more y?ri»¥i tho' the rtflraSningj be mort 
muckfsshtii. The Confequence he draws from this 
is, that, if we would not be carried away to our 
Dcflraflionj we muft always keep Realbn upon 
Guard. 

But it would be objefled, that if this Account 
be true, human Life would be m>Ji miferable,. 
and, even in the wifeft, a perpetual Conflift be- 
tween Reafon and the Pajfims. To this therefore the 
Poet replies [froml.^Sto 71.] F'irjl, that Provi- 
dence has fo gracioully contrived, that even in the 
voluntary Exercifc of Reafan^ as in the mere me- 
chanic Motion of a Limb, Habit makes that, 
which was at 6ift done with Pain, eafy and na- 
tural. And feandfy, that the Experience gained by 
the longExercife of Reafm goes a great Way to- 
wards eluding the Force of Self-love. Now, the 
mending to R^afin, as here recomtnended, will 
gain us this Habit and Experience, 
jttttntiim. Habit and Experience gains i 
Each ftrenglhensReafon, and Self- love reflrains. 
Hence it appears, that this Station- in which Rea- 
fiut 
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(bn is to be kept conftanily upon Guard, is not fo 
uneafy a one as may be at firft imagiacd. 

From this Defcriprion of Stlf-hue and Rtafm 
it follows, as the Poet obferves [from L 70 to 8j3 
that both confpire to one Bnd^ namely human 
HafpinifSy tho' they be not equally expert in the 
Choice of the Means ^ the Di^erence being this, 
that the firji haftily leixes every thing which has 
the Appearance of Good^ the tthtr weighs and 
examines whether it he iitdeed what it a[)pears. 

This flicws, as he next obfcrves, the Folly of 
the Schiolmen, who conlider them as two app»fitt 
Principles, the one GW and the other ///.- "Die 
Obfervation is (calbnable and judicious ; for this 
dangerous Scheol-Opinien gives great Support to 
the Manichean or Zonaftran Error, the Confuta- 
tion of which was one of the Author's chief Ends , 
of Writing. For if there be two Principles in 
Man, 3 goad and had, it is natural to think him 
the joint Produi^ of the two Alanicbean Deities 
(ihe firft of which contributed to his lUafim^ the 
ether to his PaJJims) rather than the Creature of 
OTie individual Caufe. This was Plutarch's Notion, 
and, as we may lee in him, of the more ancient 
Mcnicbeam. It was of Importance therefore to re- 
probate and fubverc a Notion that ferred to the 
Suppon of lb dangerous an Error. And this the 
Poet has done with more Force and Qearnefs 
than is often to be found in whole Volumes wrote 
agaioft {hat heretical Opinion : 

G Lee 
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Let Tubtile Schoolmen teach theli: Friends to figji^ 
Mere ftudious to dhl4e, than lo unite ; 
And Grace and Virtue, SenTe and Realbn fpli^ 
With all the rafh Dexterity of Wit. 
But the Frmch TraitQittor bat nulUken thefe 
Lines for a Refleiflion, not on the Thetbgy^ as Mr. 
Pape intended them, but cm the Ltiie of the 
Scbaois, with n^iich die Poet had here nothing to 
do. This, it is true, delights in Dijiin&unt with- 
out Difftrmce, which is indeed a Fault, but not of 
to high Mali^ity as the other : that, which the 
Poet cenfures, leading direftly mto Error; ihit^ 
which his TranClator reproves, only hindering oui 
Progrela in Truth or Science. 

Qtfun Scholaftique vajn chcrchant a Sfeourir 
Cachi la Veriii loin dc la decouvrir, 
Que, par un ieng tijfu d'Jrgummi titutiUs, 
Par des tours ambigus, par dea raifons imtikt^ 
Vtulant iBUt dhtfer jufques i tinjini, 
11 fepare avec art ce qui doit eire uni. 
Now, tbo* this Fault in the Logic of the Schuh 
be univerially owned and condemned h^slXout cf 
them, and by no one more than by Mr, De Creu- 
fa% himfeir, in his Books of Logicj yet in pure 
Contradidlion to Mr. Popty who, as he thoi^t, 
had condemned it, he could not forbear faying^ 
A Peet may happen to write with more Elegance than 
a Schoolman, and yet for all that not he able to ex- 
prefs him/elf with mm Jujhefs and Precijian \ 

^ Coamtntmre, p. ijz. 

The 
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The Poet bavii^ gwen thii Account of the 
Kature of Self-lave in gmtralj comes now to aiui~ 
Umixe it, in a Difcourfe of the Passions, which 
he aptly Dimes the Mtdei if Self-kve; the Ob- 
je^ of all tbde, he Oiews [from 1. 82 to 91] is 
Goedi and whea under the Guidance of ReaTon, 
real Good; either of our own, or of another; for 
fome Gsidi not being capable of Oivilion or 
,0>ntinunication, and Reafiyty at the fame time di- 
reAing us to provide for ourfelves, we therefor^ 
in purfiiit of thele Objef^s, (bmecime!: aim at cur 
own Good, Ibmetimes ac the Good of others'^ 
when fairly aiming at our own, the Paffion is 
caJl'd Prudetue, when at another's. Virtue. 

Hence (as he Ihcws from 1. 50 to 55) appears 
the Folly of the Stoia^ who would eradicate the 
Paffion^ Things fo neceCTary both to the Good of 
the Individual, and of the Kind. Which prepo- 
fterous Method of promoting Virtue, he therefore 
very reafooably reproves. But as it was from 
Obfervadtxi of the Evils occaHoa'd by the Pat 
Cons, that the Stoia thus enravagantly projected 
their Extirpation, the Poet recurs [frocQ 1. J14. to 
loi] to his grand Principle, lb o^en before, and 
to fo good Purpofe, infilled on, that 
-—partial IH is umverfal Gaod-^ 
SRd fliews, that, tho' the Tempeft of the Paffions,' 
lilce that <^ the Air, may tear and ravage fome few 
Parts of Nature in its Paflage, yet the falucary Agi- 
tation produced by it preferves the whole in Life 
and Vigour. This is his firfi Argumeni: i^ainft 
G a the 
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(he StmSf which he iltuftiues by 2 very beautiful 
Similitude, on a Hint cakeo from Scriptuie 
Story '; 

Nor God alone in the ^ill Calm we find. 
He mounts the Storm, and walks upon die Wind. 
But the Translator, not caking this AUuHon, has 
tura'd it thus ; 

Dieu lui-meme, Dieu Con de /on prefond repes. 
And To has made an Epicurean God of the Go- 
vernor of the Univerfe, of whom Scripture af- 
forded Mr. Pope this grand and fublime Idea, — 
Mr. De Creufa% docs not fpare this Exprefllon of 
Gad's coming out of his prsfaund Repefe. — It is 
(lays he) excejfively paetical, emd prefents ui with 
Ideas which tue ought nat lo dwell upon. But when 
he goes on — (there is nothing in Gods direifing the 
Storm which can authorife the PaJftOHS that dijlurh 
eur Happine/s^) he talks very impeninenily. Mr. 
Pope is not here arguing from Anakgjy that as 
God raifes and heightens the Stormj (b fhould we 
raifc and heighten the PaJ^om, The Words are 
only a Gmple AfHrmation in the poetic Drels of a 
Similitude, to this Purpofe. — " Good is not only 
" produced by the Subdual of the Paflions, but 
" by the turbulent Exerdfe of them :" 
Nor God alone in the Jiill Calm we find. 
He mounts the Sisrm, and walks upon the Wmd. 
A Troth conveyed under the moft fublime Image- 

' I Kiiigt%\x.. II, la. 
3 Commtntaire, p. IjS. 
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ry that Poetry could conceive or paint. For he 
is here only ftewing the providential Effeds of 
the Pallions, and how, by Gad's gracious Difpofi- 
rion, they are turned away from their natural Biafs, 
to promote the Happinds of Mankind. As to the 
Method in which they are to be treated by Man^ 
in whom they are found, all that he contends for, 
in lavour of them, is only this, that they iliould 
not be quite rooted up and deftroyed, as the Stoics^ 
and their Followers in all Religions, fooli/hly at- 
tempted. For the reft, he constantly Repeats this 
.Advice : 

The A<ftion of the Strmgtr to fufpend, 
Reasom ftill uie, to Reason ftill attend. 
His ficond Argument againft the Stoics [from I. 
loo to 1 1 3] is, that Pajfiom go to the Ctrnipofi- 
tion of a moral Chara£}fr, juft as Elementary Par- 
ticles go to the CompoGtion of an organized Body : 
Therefore, for Man to go about to deftroy what 
compofes his very Being, is the Height of Extra- 
Vi^ance : 'Tis true, he tells us that thefe PaJJions 
which in their natural State, like Elemmis, are in 
perpetual Jar, mull' be tempered, foftened, and 
united in order to perfefl: the Work of the great 
■phftic Artijl., who, in this OflScc, empfoys hu- 
jnan Reaftm : Whole Bufinels it is to follow the 
Road of Nature, .and to obferve the Dilates of 
the Deity. Follow her and God. The Ufe and 
Importance of this Precept is evident : For in 
doing the firfl^ flie will difirover the Abfurdity of 
attempting to eradicate the Paf&onsj in doing the 
G 3 ficond. 
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ficmul, Ihc will leirn faow to mtke them fiibfenrienc 

to the Intereft of Virtue : 
Suffice that Reafon keep ro Natur/s Road, 
Subjeft, compound thein, follow ber and Ged. 
Love, Hope, and Joy, fair Pleafute's fmiling Train, 
Hate, Fear, and Grief, the Family of Pain, 
Thefe mixc with Art, and to due Bounds confin'd, 
Make and maintain the Ballance of the Mind, 

His third Ai^UEoeiit againft the Suits [from L 
1 12 to 117] is, that the PafTions occaGon to in 
t perpetual Excitement to the Purfuit of Hoppt' 
nels j which without thele powerful Inciceys we 
ihould n^eA, in an inlen^ble ladoleoce. Now 
JJappinefi is the EtuI of our Creation^ aild this 
Excitement the Means of Happtne/s : Therefore 
thefe Movers, the PaJJionSj are the Inftrumcnts of 
God, which he has put into the Hands of Reafon, 
to work withal: 
pleafures are ever in our Hands or Eyes, 
And when in A&. they ceife, in Profped ri&j 
Frefeni ro grafp, and future ftill to find. 
The whole Employ of Body and of Mind. 
The Poet then proceeds tn bis Sut^eftj aaA tbic 
lafl Obfervation les^ls him naturally to the Di^ 
cu0ion of his next Princi]4e. He Aews diei^ 
that the' all the Pafftens have their Tum in fiwy- 
iog the Determinations of the Mind, yet every 
Man has one Master Passion that at lei^lh 
ftifles or abforbs all the reft. The Fna he ilhi- 
ftiates at large, in the firji Epi/U sf bis ficeiul 
Bni 
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Brnt. Here [froml. iifto 1)2]] he gives us the 

Caufi of it : " Thofe Plcafures or Goods, whidi 

** are the Objcds of the PalEons, 3&& tlw Mind, 

** by ftriking on the Scnfcs ; bu^ is thro* the 

'^ Fonnation of the Organs of the human Frame^ 

" evey Man has foine Senfe flrongct and more 

*• acute than others, the Objeft, which ftrikes liiaC 

*• ftronger or acucer Senfcj whatever it be, will be 

** theObjedl tnoftdefiredj and, confequcntly, the 

" Fuifuit of that will be the raJing Pajjien f 

All fpread their Charms, but charm not all alike. 

On different Senfes, diffrent Objcftsftrikei 

Hence diff* rent Paflions more or lefs in&ame, 

As ftrong, or weak, the Organs of the Frame j 

And hence one Majler Paffim in the Breaft, 

Like Aaran^s Serpent fwallows all the reft. 

— that the Difference of Force in this ruUng Paf. 

Jun fliall at firl^ perhaps be very fmall or even 

imperceptible J but NaOtre, Habit, Imogitiatian, 

Witj nay even Riafan idelf fliall alHll its Growth, 

'till it hath at length drawn and convened every 

<«her into itfelf. 

All this is delivered in a Strain of Poetry lb 
wonderfully fublime, as ru^>eDds for a while the 
ruUng Pajfim in every Reader, and ingroHes bii 
whole Admiration: 
As Man, perhaps, the Moment of Us Breath 
Receives the lurkii^ Principle of Death i 
The young Difeafe, that oiuft fubdue st length, 
Grows wiUi his Giowdi, and ftrengtbens with 
his Strength: 

C4 So 
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So, call snd mingled wich his very Frame, 
The Mind's Difeafe, it's ruling Passion came : 
Each vital Humour which (hould feed the whole. 
Soon flows to this, in Body and in Soul; 
Whatever warms ihe Hean, or fills the Head, , 
As the Mind opens, and its Fundioas fpread, 
ImagiDadoQ plies her dang'rous Art, 
And pours it all upon the peccant Part. 
Nature its Mother, Habit is its Nurfcj: 
fTily spirit. Faculties, but nukeitworfej 
Reafin itftlf but givts it Edge andPevfr, 
As Heav'n's bleltBeani turns Vinegar more (bur". 
This naturally leads the Poet to lament the 
ff^eakmfl and Injuffic'tmcy cf human Reafan [from 
1. 138 to iji] and the honcft Purpofe he had in fo 
doing, was, plainly to intimate the NecelEty of a 
more fublime DiTpenfation to Mankind ; 
We, wretched Subjcfts, tho' to lawful Sway, 
In this weak Queen fome FaVritc ftill obey. 
Ah !' if llie lend not ./^yns as well as Rules, 
What can flie more than tell us we are Fools ? 



* The Poet in Qtme other of hia EfJfi/ei giv« Exam- 
ples of the DoArine and Precepts here deliirered. lltaf 
in that of the Ufo of Riches, he has iildlrated this 
Truth in the Charaaer of Cetta: 

Old Ctlta Iham'd his Fortune and his Birth, 
r«'WflJw/Cottaw/,/fl/ WittrfTmh. 
What tho' (the Ufc of barb'roos Spits forgot) 
His Kitchen vied in Coolnefs with his Grot ? 
If Cotta liv'd on Patfe, it ivas m mtn 
fbtmSramint, Sainti, mi Segu M btfiti. 

Teach 
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Teach us to mourn our Nature, not to tnendi 
A fliarp Accufer, but a helplcfc Friend ! 
St. Paul himfelf did not chufe to employ other 
Aliments, when difpofcd to give us the higheft 
Idea of the Ufcfulne6 of Chri/ianity \ But, ic 
may be, the Poet finds a Remedy in natural Reli- 
gion : Far from it. He here leaves Realbn unre- 
lieved. What is this then but an Intimation that 
we oi^t to feel£ for a Cure in that Religion 
which only dares profe(s to give it? 

But Mr. De Cnufaz. lays, the Poet, in this Re- 
prelentation of human Reafon, has contradided 
what be laid of it in the 80'" and f^S'" Lines of this 
EpilUe. And, pofTefTed with this Notion, he goes 
on, in his declamatory Way^ fo unworthy a grave 
Logician : Does Mr. Pope take a Phafurt in blow- 
ing hat and ctld^ in giving ui fuccejjively the Sweet 
and Bitter^ to reduce us to fuch a State that we 
nuijtft know what tojlick tof If there be no ill De- 
Jign at Bottom in thefe ContradiStiims, hut that they 
only fpring from the imprudent Cujiam^ ejlahlijhed in 
the Schools^ of talking Pro and Con, Sec*". And 
then tells an idle common -place Story of Cardi- 
nal Ptrrm. In the mean time it happens that this 
is no Contradi<^ion at all, or, if it be, it is that 
very Contradiction into whidi St. Paul likcwife 
fell, when he fo continually recommended the 
Ufc of Reafon, and y« fo energetically defcribcd 

> See his EfifiU to the Somms, c. vii, 
^ Cmnmalaire, p. 166. 
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its Imbecillity and Impotence. But as our Lo^- 
tian faid before, on a like Occafion, this might 
ht edifying in a ^ed Man, ftt grot SemAtI in an 
iS me. 

To proceed, as it appears from the Account 
here given of the ruling Paffiim, and its Caufe, 
which refulcs from the StniAure of the Oi^ans, 
that it is the Raad tf Nature, the Poet fhews 
[from I. 150 10 157] that this Road ia to be fbl- 
towed. So that the Office of Reafon is not to 
direift as what PafHon to exerdfe, but to affift us 
in RECTIFYING, and keeping within due 
Bounds, that which Nature hath fo ftrongly im- 
prefled ; for that 
A mightier Pow'r the ftroog Direffion fends, 
And lev'ral Men impcb to fev'ral Ends. 
Here Mr. De Crimfitx pours out the full ^rearn 
of his Candour and PoUcenefs, in his CriuciCa 
on thele Lines : 
Yet Nature's Road muft ever be prefcr'd ; 
Rcalbn is here no Guide, butfiill a Guard; 
Tis hcr's to RECTIFY, not overthrow. 
And treat this Pajfitn more as Friend than Foe. 
The only Refuge 1 hoot here left (fays he) it fo ft^ 
fefe that Mr. Pope thought the very Mention of 
ihis Noiim viould be fuffieient to txpefe the Abfur- 
tiity and Horror sf il^ and tf thtfe whs regulate 
their Conduit an fuih unrighteous and fltoeking Jdeat. 
And I conceive I Jheuld do M. I'Abbe de Sep-FoD- 
taines mtth Injufiitt, if I did net belieot thii wat 

bis 
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his lattnttai in trm/athtg this Pajfege. Sttty t§ 
have a more perfeS Idea of the Ridicule md Hor- 
ror tf it, let ta put iht Wards into tbt Mouth of a 
Confifory &c '. And lb he goes gayly on *, to 
reprefent « ghoWy Father encouraging his Pen^ 
tents in their feveral Vices on Mr. P^e's pretend- 
ed Prine![rf«. But we flisll fpoil his Minh, by only 
Retiring him, that the Poet's Precept can have no 
other Meaning thm this, *• That as the rulit^ 
** Paffion is implanted by Nalurt, a is Rcafon's 
** Office to regulate, direft, and reftrain, but not 
** to overthrow it. To regulate the Paflion of 
** jfvarice, for inftmcc, into a pariimoaious Dit 
** pen(ktton of the puWic Revenues; to dircil 
** the Paffion of Love, whofe Objeft is Worth 
" and Beauty, 

« To the firft Good, firft Ptr/eff, and firft Fair % 
** as his Matter Plata advifcs; and to rellrain 
** Spleen^ to a Contempt and Hatred of Vice," 
This is what the Poet meant, and what every ua* 
prejudiced Man could not but fee be mull needs 
mean, by RECTIFYING THE MASTER 
PASSIONF, tho' he had not confined us to this 
Scnfe, in the Reafon be gives of his Precept^ in 
tbefc Words: 

A migbtitr Pov^r the ftrong DireifUon leads. 
And fev'ral Men impels to fev'ral EtuU.__ 

e Cemtaentairt, p. 170. ?Ib. 171, 17a. 
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For what Ends are they whkb God impels to, hx& 

the Eods of Virtue? 

But for a more per/eif Idea (to ipak in his own 
free Terms) of the RiiUtule of our Ix^cian's 
Comment, let us attend to what be remsffks od 
tbele two Uft Lines. Theft Words (fays he) mOf 
he ttnderjioed in more than one Senfe^ which is net 
rarej and may have a more or Ufs retrained Mean- 
ing They are fufceptibie of a Senfe extravagant 
mtd injurious to Pravidemie^ and they will admit of 
e reaf unable ene^ and very worthy our Attentitm'. 
Here, we fee, he doubrs about the Meaning (^ 
the Reafan of the Precept,- admits it may have 
s good one; and yet condemns, without Hefita- 
tion, and in the groOeft and moft fhocking Terms, 
the Precept itfclf j - whole Meaning mull yet, ac- 
cording to all rational Rules, even thole of his 
own Logic, if it have any fuch, be determined 
by the Reafon of it. 

But to remm. The Poet having proved that 
the rvling Pajfton (fince Nature hath given it us) is 
HOC to be overthrown, but reHified^ the next Inqui- 
ry will be of what Ulc the ruling Pajion is ; for an 
Vfe it muft have, if Reafon be to treat it thui 
mildly? This Ufe he fliews us |^from 1. i^6 to 
187] is twofold, Natural and Moral. 

1, It's natural Uie is to condufft Men lleddily to 
tne certain End, Who would otheiwife be eternally 
fluduatii^ between the equal Violence of various 

I ComMtMtaire, p. 174J 

and 
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snd difcOTdant Fa£G<»iE, driving them up aod 
down at random : 

Liicc varying Wiiid% by other Paffions toft, 
- This drives them conftant to a certain Coaft; 
and by that Means enables tliem to promote the 
GboJ of SKuty by making each a Contributor to 
the common Stock. ' 

Let Paw/r or Knowledge, Gold or Glory pleafe. 
Or (oft moreftrong than all) At Lave of Eaft : 
Thr^ Life 'tis foUow'd.— 
2. ItSBiwfl/Ufc is to ingraft our ntUn^ Virtue up- 
on it: 

Th' eternal Art, educing Good from 111, 
Grafts on this Paflion our hejl PrincipU-^ 
and by that Means enables us to promote our 
own Gcod by turning the Exorbitancy of the ruling 
PaJJion into its neighhauring Virtue : 
See Anger J Zeal and Fortitude fupply; 
'E.v'a Av^ice, Prudence; SUtb, PhUofophy: 
Nor Virtue, male or female, can we name. 
But what will grow on Pride^ or grow on Shame.' 
The WiHom of the divine Artift is, as the Poet 
finely obfctves, very illuftrious in this Contrivance : 
For the Mind and Body having now one common 
Intereft, the Efforts of Virtue will have their Force 
infinitely augmented : 

Tis thus the Mercury of Man is fixt. 
Strong grows the Virtue with his Nature mirt j 

The 
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TTic Drofi cements whM elfe were too refio'd. 
And in dm Int'refl Body aSlt with Mud. 
But left it fiiould be objeded that (his Account 
favours the Doftrine of Ntee^iij, end would iafi- 
nuate that Mea are mly aRtd upm in the Produ- 
ftion of Good out of Evil^ the Poet tetch- 
ech [from 1. i8(S to 193] tliat Man is a fret 
jigfitt, and hath h in his ewn Power to turn the 
natural PafHons into Vtrtuet or into Vices, properly 
io called : 

Jteafan the Bials turns from Good to III, 
And Nero re^ns a 77(w, if he will. 
Secondly, If it fhould be objeftcd, that tho' the 
Poet doth indeed tell us Ibme Aiftions arc benefitial 
and fotne hurtful, yet he could not call thofe 
yirtitousy nor thefc ViciimSj becaufe, as be has dcr 
fcribed Things, the Motive appears to be only 
Gratification of fonts Paffion; give me leave !o an- 
fwer for him, tl^a: this would be miftaking the 
Argument, which in this Epiftle [to 1. 239.3 ^oi- 
fiders the Paffions only with regard to Socitty^ 
that is, with regard to their EffeSfs rather than 
their Motives. — That however 'tis his DeCgn to 
teach that Anions are properly virtuous and viciotu ■ 
and tho' it be difficult to diftinguifli genuirte Vir- 
tue from fpurious, they having both the fame jfy- 
fearance, and both the fame public EffeSts^ yet 
they may be difcmburrafled. If it be aiked, by 
what Means? He replies [from I. 19a to 195] by 
Cmfcienctj which is fuiBcient to the Putpofei for 
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'ds only a Man's vwn Qmcern, to know whetfacr 
his Viroie be pure and folid; for what is that lo 
tthtrtj while the EI&A of this Virtue, whether 
real or uofubftaotialj is, as to them, the lame? 
This Light and Darknels, in our Chaos join'd. 
What iliall divide ? 7J.r God mtiin the Mnd. 
KPIatmic Phrafe for CoHsciEficEj and here 
employed with great Judgment and Propriety. For 
Qmfciaue either fignifies, ffecutstivtly, the Judg- 
ment we pafe of Things upon whatever Principlei 
we chance to have; and then it is only OPiKzoir, 
a very unable Judge and Divider : Or elfe, it lig. 
nifies, pra£ticallyj the Application of the eUrtial 
Rule ef Right (received by us as the Law of God) 
to the R^ulation of our A^ons- and then it is 
properly Conscience, ne God {or the Law of 
God) within the A^ndy of Power to divide the 
Light from the Darknefs in this Chaos of dK 
Faffions. 

But Itill it will be faid, why all this Difficulty to 
diftinguifii true Virtue from falfc? The Poet (hews 
tuhy [from 1. 19410 201] " That tho* indeed 
*' Vice and Virtue fo invade each other's Bounds, 
*' that fometimes we can fcarce lell where one 
** ends and the other begins, yet great Purpofes 
* are ferv'd ther^, no lefi than the perfefling 
" the ConfHtution of die Whole j as Lights and 
** Shades, which run into one another in 3 well- 
" wrought Piftm-^ make the Harmony and Spi- 
£ [it of the Compofition.'l But on this Account 
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fiy there is neither Vice nor Virtui, the Poet fliews 
{from 1. 200 to 207] would be juft as wife as to 
fay there is neither bkci nor white ., becaufe the 
Shade of ihat^ and the Li^t of this often nin 
into one another: 

Aflt your MM) Hearty and nothing is (b plain; 

Tis to roiftakc them cofts the Time and Pain. 
This is an Error of Speculatim which leads Men 
£) fbolilhly to conclude, that there is neither Vict 
nor Virtue. 

». There is another of Praflice^ which hath 
more common and fotal EflfeAs j and is next con- 
fidered (from 1. 206 to2i i Q It is this. That tho', 
at the firft Afpeft, Vice be fo horrible as to af- 
fright all Beholders, yet, when by Habit we are 
once grown familiar with her, we firft fuffer, and 
in time begin to lofe the Memory of her 
Nature: 

Vice is a Monfter of fo frightful Mien, 

As, to be hated, needs but to be feen ; 

Yet feen too oft, fiimiliar with her Face, 

We firft endure, then pity, then embrace. 
Which necelEtrily implies an equal Ignorance io 
(he Nature of Virtue. Hence Men conclude, that 
there is neither one nor the other. 

But it is not only that Extreme ef Vice ntxt ta 
Virtue^ which betrays us into tliefe Miibkes: 
We are deceived too, as he fliews us [from 1. aio 
to 221] by our Obfcrvations about the other Ex- 
treme: 

But 
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But where th'Ertreme of Vice was ne'er agreed : 
AJk whcre's the North ? at Tori 'cis on the Twudy 
In Scotland, at the Orcadcs^ and there 
At Greenland, Zemhio, or the Lord knows where. 
For, from the Extreme of Vice's being unfettled, 
and perpetually fhifting, Men conclude, that Vice 
itfelf is only nominal. 

%. There is yet a third Caufe of this Error of no 
Vice no Virtue, compofed of the oiher two, / e. 
■pa.n\y fptculative, and partly ^ra^SiVij/; And this 
alfo the Poet confiders [from 1. 220 to 2251] fliew- 
ing it arifeth from the ImperfeSlian of the beft 
Charaders, and the Inequality of a//; whence it 
happens that no Man is extremely virtuous or 
vicious, nor extrenaely conftant in the Purfuit of 
either. Why it fo happens the Poet afiigos an 
admirable Reafon in this Line: 
For, Vice or Virtue, self direSfs it Jfill. 
An Adherence or Regard to what is, in the 
Senfe of the World, a Man's oivn Intereft, mak- 
ing an Extreme in either impoiTible. Ics Effeift 
in keeping a good Man from the Extreme of Vir- 
tue needs no Explanation ; And in an ill Man, 
Self-intereJI fliewing him the Neceflity of fome 
kind of Reputation, the procuring and preferving 
that will necellarily keep him from the Extreme 
cf Vice. 

The Mention of this Principle that felf dlreSls 
Vice and Virtue, and its' Confequenee, wliich is, 
that 

H Each 
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Each Individual ft-eks a feveral Goal, 
leads the Author to bbferve 
That Hcav'n's great View is one, and that the 
Whole i 
and this brings him naturally round again to his 
main Subject, namely, Gad's producing Good out 
tf III, which he profecutes in his inimitable Man- 
ner [from 1. 2a8 to 239-] 

That counterworks each Folly and Caprice; 
That difappoints th'Effeft of ev'ry Vice : 
That happy Frailties to all Ranks apply'd, 
Shame to the Virgin, to the Macron Pride, 
Fear to the Statcfman, Ralhnefs to the Chief, 
To Kings Prcfumption, and to Crowds Belief. 
I. Hithfrtf the Poet hath been employed in dif- 
courfing of the Ufe sf the Pajfims, with regard 
to Secieij at large, and in freeing his Dof^rine 
from Ohje£littnt. This is thejirjt general Divifion 
of the Subjeift of this Epljile. 

II. He comes to fliew [from 1. 238 to 25 1] th« 
Ufe of thefe Paflions, vj'ttb regard to the mett 
confined Circle of our Friends, Relations and Ac- 
quaintance. And this is the Second general Di- 
vifioo ; 

ff^ants. Frailties, Paffiom clofer ftill ally 
The common Inc'reft, or endear the Tic : 
To thtfe we owe true Friendfhip, Love fincere. 
Each home-felt Joy that Lift inherits here : 
Yet from the fame we learn in //i^eclinc 
Tbofe Joys, ihofc Loves, thofc Int'rcfts to refign. 
As 
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As thefe Lines feetn not to have been underftood 
by the Trai^ttr, and are fcandaloufly mifrepre- 
fented by the Cemntattatorj who would inlinuate 
them to be a kind of Approbation of Suicidi\ 
I fhall here give the Reader their plain and ob- 
vious Meaning. 

** To thefe Frailties (fays he) we owe all the 
" Endearments of private Life, yet, when we 
*' come to that Age, which generally difpoles 
** Men to think more ferioufly of the true Value 
" of Things, and confequenily, of their Provi- 
** lion for a future State, the Confideration that 
" the Gratmds of thofc Joys^ Loves arki Friend- 
*' Jbips, are fVants^ Frailties and Pajpons, proves 
" the beft Expedient to wean us from the ff^crM; 
*' a Dtfengagement fo friendly to that Provifion wc 
" are-now making for another." The Obfervation is 
new, and would in any Place be extremely beauti- 
ful, but has here an infinite Grace and Propriety, 
as it fo well confirms, by an Inftance of great 
Moment, the Poet's general Thefis, Tliat Gad 
makes lU, at every Stepj produifive of Good. 

III. The Poet having thus fhewn the Ufe of 
the PaHions in Society and in demejlic Life^ be 
comes in the loft Place [from 1. 250 to the End] 
to fiicw their Ufe to the Individual^ even in their 
Jlhijintt ; the imaginary Happincfs they prcfent 
helping to make the real Miferies of Life lefs infup- 
poriable. And this is his third general DiviTion: 

^ Conwientaire, p. 206. 

Hi — Opinisrt 
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■ — Opinion gilds with varying Rays 
Thofe painted Clouds that beautify our Days : 
Each Want of Hippinds by Hope fupply'd. 
And each Vacuity of Senfe by Pride, 
Thefc build as faft as Knowledge can deftroy : 
In Folly's Cup ftlli laughs the Bubble Joy i 
One Prafpedt loft, another ftill we gain ; 
And 001 a Vanity is given in vain. 

Which muft needs vaftly raife our Idea of God's 
Goodnels, who hath not only provided more than 
a Count er-ballance of real Happinels to human 
Mifcries, but hath even, in his infinite Compaflion, 
beftowed on thofe who were fo foolifli as not to 
have made this Provifion, an imaginary Happinefs^ 
that they may not be quite over-borne with the 
Load of human Miferies, This is the Poet's great 
and noble Thought, as ftrong and folid as it is new 
and ingenious. But fo ftrangely pcrverfe is his 
CommentUtar, that he will fuppofc him to mean 
any thing rather than what the obvious Drift of 
his Argument requires^ yet, to fay Truth, cares 
not much in what Senfe you take it, fo you will 
believe him that Mr. Popis general Defign was to 
reprefcnt human Life as one grand Illufton fatally 
cimduifed. But if the Rules of Logic ferve for 
any other Purpofe than to countenance the Paflions 
and Prejudices of fuch Writers, it may be demon- 
ftratcd, that what the Poet here teaches is only 
this, " That thefe Illufions are the Follies of Men, 
*' which they wilfully fall into, and thro' their 
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' own Fault j thereby depriving ihemlelves of 
' much Happinefs, and expofing thcmfelves to 
' equal Mifery : But that ftill God (according 
• to his Univerfal way of Working) graciouOy 
' turns thefe Follies fo far to the Advantage of his 
' mifcrable Creatures, as to be the prefent Solace 
' and Support of their Diftrefles," 

— Tho' Man's a Fool, yet God is wile. 



H3 
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LETTER IIL 



WE are now got to the Third EpiJlU of the Ef- 
fay m Man. Mr. Pope, in explaining the 
Origin, Ufe, and End of the Paffions, in the fi- 
cend Eptftle, having fhewn that Man has foetal as 
well as feijijh Paffions; that DoArine naturally in- 
iroduceth the Third, which treats of Man as a 
SOCIAL Aoiaial; and connafh it with the Sicond, 
wluch conlidered him as aa Individual. And 
as the Conclufion from the Subjeft of the Firft 
Eplftle made the IntroduAion to the Second^ fb 
here again, the ConcluGon of the Secmd, 

Even mean Self-love becomes, by Force divine, 
The Scale to meafure others Wants by thine, 
makes the Introduction to the Third: 
Here then we reft ; the Univerfal Caule 
h&i to one End, but i&s by various Laws. 
The Reafon of Variety in thofe Laws, all which 
tend to one and the &ne End, the Good of the 
fVholf, ^ectfrally, is, l>eoaufe the Good of the In- 
eUvidual is likewife to be provided for; both 
which t(^ether, make up the Good of the Whole 
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tmherfalfy. Aod this is th« Caufe, «s the Poet 
fays elfewbere, that 

Each Individual fecks a fiveral Goal. 

Ep.ii. 1.127. 
But to prevent their refting thertt God has made 
each need the AflJft^ce of another; and fo. 
On mutual Wants^ built mutual Happinefs. 

Ep. iii. 1. 112. 

It was ncceffaiy to explain thefc two firft Line^ 
the better to fee the Peninency and Force of what 
follows [from 1, 2 to 7] where the Poet warns 
fuch to take Notice of this Truth, whofe Cir- 
cumftances placing them in an imaginary Station 
of Independence, and a real one of Inlenfibility 
to mutual Wants (from whence general Happi- 
nefs relults) make them but too apt 10 overlook 
the true Syfteai of Things; fuch as thofe ip 
fuU Htalth and OpuUnct. This Caution was 
neceffary with regard to Society i but ftili more 
neceflary with regard to Religion : Therefore be 
eipeciatly recommends the Memory of it both to 
Clergy and Laity, when they preach or pray-^ be- 
caufe the Preacher who does not confider the Firji 
Caufe under this View, as a Being confulting the 
Good of the Whole, mull needs give a very un. 
fv^r^Ideaf^him: And the Supplicant, who prays 
&s one not related to a Whale, or as difr^ardiiffi 
the Happinels of it, will not only pray in vaittj 
but effetid his Maker, by an impious Attempt to 
counterwork his Difpenfation : 

H4 la 
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In all the Madnefs of fuperfiuous Health, 
The Trim of Pride, the Impudence of ff^ealth. 
Let this great Truth be prefent Nigbc and Day, 
But moft be prefent, if we preach or pray. 
The Tranflator not feeing into the admirable Pur- 
pofes of this Caution, hath quite dropc the moH 
material Circumftances contained in the laji 
Lincj and, what is worfe, for the fake of a fool- 
ifli Antithefis, haih deftroyed the whole Propriety 
of the Thought, in the firji and fecond, and fo> 
between both, hath left his Author neither Senfc 
nor Syftem , 

Dans le Scin du bonheur, ou de I'Adverfite. 
Now, of all Men, thofe In Aduerfity have the 
ieaft need of this Caution, as being the leaft ape 
to forget that God confuks the Good of the Whole, 
and provides for it, by procuring mutual Happinefs 
hy means of mutual Wants : Becaufe fuch as yet 
retain the Smart of any frefli Calamity are moll 
compafTionate to others labouring under the fanie 
Misfortunes, and moft prompt and ready to re- 
lieve them. 

The Poet then introduceth his Syftem of hu- 
man Sociability [1. 7, 8] by fttewing it to be the 
Diiftate of the Creator, and that Man, in this^ 
did but follow the Example of general Nature, 
which is united in one cloft Syftem of Benevolence : 
L-ook round our World; behold the Chain of Love 
Combining all below, and all above. 
This he proves, firjl [from 1. 8 to 13] (on the 
noble 
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noble Theory of Aitra£}ion) from the Occonomy 
of the material IVorld:^ where there is a general 
Confpimcy in all the Panicles of Matter to work 
for one End ^ the Ufe, Beauty and Harmony of 
the whole Mais. 

I, 
See plafiic Nature working to this End, 
The fingle Atoms each to orher tend, 
Aitraift, attraiSed to, the next in Place 
Fomid and impelVd it's Neighbour to embrace. 
Farmed and impelled^ fays he. Thefe are not 
Words of a loofe undiflinguiflied Meaning, 
thrown in to fill up the Verfe. This is not our 
Author's Way, they are full of Sen fe; and of the 
moft philofophical Precifion. For to make Mat- 
ter fo cohere as to fit it for the Ufes intended by 
its Creator, a proper Configuration of its infenfi- 
ble Parrs is as neceflary as that Quality fo equally 
and univerlally conferred upon it, called Attra- 

But here again the Tranflator miftaking this De- 
fcription of the Prefervation of the material IJni- 
verfe by the Principle of Attraftion, for a De- 
fcription of its Creatien, has quite deflroyed the 
Poet's fine analogical Argument, by which he 
proves, from the Circuoillance of mutual Attra- 
(kiaa in Matter, that Mao, while he feeks Socie- 
ty, and thereby promotes the Good of his Spe- 
cies, co-operates with God's general D'tffenfatim. 
For the Circumftance of a Creation proves no- 
tbiiig but 3 Creator : 

Voi 
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Vot du Sein dk Cbaet edater h lumiere, 
QuqaeAtomc ebnole courirpours'e(nbra{Ter,£^f. 
The Poet's fecond Ailment [from 1. 1 2 to 27] 
is niken from the vegetable and animal Wiirld-^ 
whole Beings fetve mutually for the Prodm^ion, 
Sapp(»T, end Sufteotation of each other. 
II. 
See Matter next, with various Life enda'd, 
Prcjs to one Goitre ftill, thegen'ral Goad., 
See dying Vegetables Life fuftain, 
See Life diflblving v^etate again : 
Al! Forms that perilh other Forms fupply, 
By Turns they catch the vital Breath, and die ; 
\jkt Bubbles to the Sea of Matter bora. 
They rife, they break, and to that Sea return, ijc. 
One would wonder what fhould have induced Mr. 
UbU to traoQatc the two laft Lines, thus: 
Sort du tteant y renire, et reparoit au jour. 
Comti mi ef Nothings and enters back again inU 
Nafbing. 

But he is generally as conlillently wrong as bis 
Author is right. For having, as we obferved, 
tniftaken the Poet's Account of the Prefervatim 
of the tnaterlal World, for the Creation of it ; he 
maltes the very fame Miftake with regard to the 
vegetable and animal; and fo comes in here (in- 
deed rather of the lateft) with his Praduaim 
tf Things out »f nothing. 

1 niould not have taken notice of this Miftake 
but for Mr, Dt Creu/az's ready Remark. '* Mr. 
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** Pept^ (^ys te, defcends even to the moft vul- 
" gar Prejudices j when he tdls us, that each Be- 
" img emus tut 9f Nething, the comtnon People 
" think that that which difappcars is annihilated. 
^ Hie Aionu, the tinaUeft Particles, the Roots 
** of terreftrial Bodies fiibfift, Wf. '" But who ic 
is that dcfcendi to the worft vulgar Prefudicesj the 
Reader will fee when he is told that Mr. DeCmi- 
fix fcoew very well that Mr. Pop* faid not one 
Word of each Beit^s gaing back into Nothing-^ 
hath from his not finding it in the Frofe Tranfla- 
tor, and from Re/kers ConfeHion in his Pre^ce, 
that he had taken great Liberties with bis Ori- 
' ginal. 

But this Part of the Argument, in which the 
Poet tells us, that God 
Coni)e(fts each Being, greateft with the leaft ; 
Made Beaft in Aid of Man, and Mao of Beafi j 
JU firv'ei, ail ferving — 
awaking a^in the old Pride of his AdrerTaries, 
who cannot bear that Man Ihould be thought to 
be ftrvsng as well as ferved; he takes this Occa- 
fion again to humilt [hem [from 1. 26 to 53] by 
the Szax kind of Aigument he had lb fuccelsfully 
employed in the firfi Epiftle, and which our fr/i 
Letter has coopered at large. 

However, bis Adveriaries, loth to give up tbo 
Queflion, will reafon upon the Matter; and we 
are now to fuppofe them objefting againft Provi- 

*Cfmmemairt, p. 21-1. 

dcnce 
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dence in this Manner. — We grant, fay they, that 
in the irrational, as in the inanimate Creation, all 
ii firved, and all is ferving. But, with r^rd to 
Man, the Cafe is different ; he Hands Gt^le. For 
his Riafon hath endowed him both with Power 
and Addrels fiifficicnt to make all Things firve 
himi and his Self-love^ of which you have fo 
Ui^ety provided for him, will difpofe him, in his 
Turn, to ferve none. Therefore your Theory is 
imperfect. — " Not fo, replies the Poet [from L 
" 52 to 8^3 I grant you, Man indeed affefts to 
*' be the fVit and Tyrant of the IVhoU, and would 
** fain iliake off 

— That Chain of Love, 
Combinii^ all below and all above: 
" But Nature, even by the very Gifi of Reafon, 
" checks this Tyrant: For Reafan endowing Man 
" with the Ability of fetiing together the Memery 
'' of the paft, and Conjeffure about the Future ; and 
" paft Misfortunes making him apprchenfive of 
" more to come, this difpofes him to pity and 
" relieve others in a State of Suffering. And the 
*^ Paflion growing habitual, nmirally estends its 
" Effects to all that have a Senfe of fuffering. 
" Now as Brutes have neither Man's Reafon^ nor 
" bis inordinate Self-love to draw them from the 
*' Syftem of Benevolence, fo they wanted not, 
*' and therefore have not, this human Sympathy of 
" another's Mifery, By which Paffion we fee 
*' thofe Qualities, in Man, ballance one another, 
" and 
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** and fo retain him in that general OrtUr, in 
*' which Providence has placed its whole Crca- 
" tion. But this is not all; Man's Imereft, Amufe- 
" oienc. Vanity, and Luxury, tie him Ml clofer 
" to the Syftem of Benevolence, by obliging him 
" to provide for the Support of other Animals; 
" and tho' it be, for the moft part, only to de- 
*' vour them with the greater Guft, yet this does 
" not abate the proper Happincfs of the Animals 
*' lb prefetved, to whom Providence has not given 
" the ufeUfs Knowledge of their End. From all 
" which it appears, that the Theory is yet uni- 
" form, and perfeft. 

Grant that the Pow'rful ftill the Weak controul. 
Be Man the Wit and Tyrant of the Whole : 
■ Nature chat Tyrant checks; he only knows 
And helps another Creature's Wants and Woes. 
Ssy, will the Falcon, ftooping from above, 
Smit with her varying Plumage, fpare the Dove? 
Admires the Jay the Infeft's gilded Wings, 
Or hears the Hawk when Phihmela fings? 
Man cares for all, ii^c. — 
For fome his Inc'reft prompts him to provide. 
For more his Plcafurc, yet for more his Pride. 
This is the Force of this fine and noble Argument. 
The fenfelefs and fcandalous Reflexions of Mr. 
De CrQufa% on the latter pjrc of it, I have re- 
futed in my former Letter. 

But even to this, as a Caviller would ftill objcft, 

we muft fuppofe him fo to do, and fay, — Admit 

you 
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jrou hare Hiewn ibic Nature hath endowed alt 
Animals, whether human or brutal, with (iich Fa- 
culties as admirably fit them to pvomote the gene- 
ral GmJ : Yer, in its Care for thii, hath oot'Na- 
rure n^lcAed to provide for the private Good of 
ihe Individual ? Wc have Caufe to think it hath, 
■nd we fuppofe that it was on this cTcluiivc Con- 
fidcration that it kept back from Bnitcs the Gift of 
Reafon (fo neceflary a Means of ^rwu/^Happinefs) 
becaufe Reafoa, as we find in the InAaace of Man, 
where there is Occafion for all the complicated 
Contrivance you have defcribed above, to make 
the Efieds of his PaJJims counterwork the im- 
mediate Powers of his Reafm^ in order to keep 
him fubfcrvient to the general SylleiDi Reajm, 
we (ay, naturally tends to draw Beings into a /r/- 
vate, independent Syftem. 

This the Poet anfwcrs by Ihewing [fi-om 1. 8a 
to 109] that the Happimfs of animal and human 
Life is widely diSjrent. The Happinefs of human 
Life conGlling in the Improvement of the Mind^ 
can be procured by Reafan only : But the Hap- 
pinefs of animal Life conGiting in the Gratifica- 
tions of Senfe, is beft promoted by Inji!n£l. And, 
with regard to the r^ular and conflant Operation 
of each, in thatj Inftinft bath plainly the Advan- 
tage: For here God dire<fts immedialefy ; there^ 
only inediatefyj thro* Man: 
Reafon, however able, cool at bell. 
Cares not for Service, or but fervcs when preft ; 

Stays 

3 
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Stays 'till we call, and then not often near; 
But honeft Inftinift comes a Volunteer. 
And Reafon raife o'er InflinA as you can. 
In this 'tis Giid4ir££lij io that 'tis Ma». 
The Commentator (who I wiU, in Charity, 
fiippoTe faw nothing of this fine and fober Realbn- 
ing, nor was apprehenfive of the ObjieiUn which 
occalioned it, tho' that Objeiftion arifes direftly 
from the Subjeft) accufeth the Poei of defigning 
to TepTtJtnt Brutes as perftEt as Man, viho is (&ys 
he) e^« Naturt fufceptibU of R^iigion^. But if 
our Commentator could not fee the Chain of Rea- 
fbning, he tnight yet, meihlnks, have attended to 
this plain Denunciation of the Poet, which in- 
troduceth the Difccwrfe that gives him io inudi 
Ofieoce: 
Whether with Reafon or with Inftinjft bleft. 
Know all enjoy the Power, which fuhs thaa heflt 
To Burs alike by that Direiflion tend, 
And find the Meatu froportim'd to the End. 
Which Hiews the Ptrftititn here fpoken of not to 
be a Perfeiftion equalled to that of another Being, 
but only fuch an one as is proportioned to the Be- 
ing itfelf, of whom this Perfeflion is predicated. 

The Poet now comes to the naia Subject of 
his Epiftle, the Proof of Man's Sociabilitt, 
from [he two general Societies compoled by him ^ 
the NATURAL, fubjefl to paternal Authority j 

* Camatutaire, p. aig. 



j.i:™b, Google 



112 y/COMMENTARYM 

and the civil, fiibjedt to that of a Magiflrate: 
Which he hath had the Addrcrs to introduce, from 
what had preceded, in (o eafy and natural a Man- 
ner, as fticws him to have the Art of giving all 
the Grace to the Drynefs and Severity of Method, 
as welj as Wit to the Strength and Depth of Rea- 
fon. For the philofophic Nature of his Woik 
requiring he Jliould Ihew by what Means thole 
Societies were introduced, this affords him an Op- 
portunity of Aiding gracefully and eafJy from the 
Prelimiiaries into the main SubjeSt-^ and fo of giv- 
ing his Work that Perfetflion of Method, which 
we find only in the CompoGtions of gteat Wri- 
ters. 

For having juft before, tho' to a different Pur- 
pofe, defcribcd the Power of bellial Inilinft to 
attain the Happinefs of the Individual, he goes on 
in fpeaking of Inftindt as it is ferviceable both to 
that, and to the Kind [from 1. io8 to 148] to il- 
luftrate the Original of Society. He fiiews, that 
tho", as he had before obferved, God had founded 
the proper Bills of each Creature in the Nature of 
its own Being, yet thefenot being independent In- 
dividuals, but Paris of a Whole, God, to blefs that 
Whole, built mutual HappineJs on mutual Wants : 
Now fof the Supply of mutual Wants, Creatures 
muft neceflarily come together; which is the firft 
Ground of Society amongft Men : 
Whate'er of Life all-quick'ning jEther keeps. 
Or breaths thro' Air, or flioots beneath the Deeps, 
Or 
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Or pours profufe on Earth; one Nature feeds 
The vital Flame, and fwclls the genial Seeds. 
Noc Man alone, but all that roam the Wood, 
Or wing the Sky, or roll along the Flood, 
Each loves itfelf, but not itfclt' alone, 
Each Sex delires alike, 'till two are one. 
He then proceeds to that called natural, fubjcft to 
patemai Authorlry, and ariflng from the Union 
of the two Sexes ; defcribes the imperfea Image 
of it in Bruces; then explains it at large in all its 
Caules and EfTefls : And, laftly, (hews, that as iN 
Fact, like mere animal Society, it is founded 
and prcfcrved by mutual Wants, the Supplial of 
which caufcs mutual Happinels; lb is it likewife 
in Right, as a rational Society, by Equity, Gra- 
titude, and the Obfervance of the Kelation of 
Things in general : 

Refieftion, Reafon, ffill the Tics improve; 
At once extend the Ini'reft, and the Love : 
Wi± Choice we fix, with Sympathy we bum. 
Each Virtue in each Paffion lakes takes its Turn; 
And ftill new Needs, new Helps, new Habits rifCj 
That graft Benevolence on Charities. 
Mem'ry and Forecaft juft Returns engage, 
That pointed back to Youth, this onto Age; 
While Pleafure, Gratitude, and Hope combin'd, 
Still reread the Int'rel^ and pre&rv'd the Kind. 
But the Atheift and Hobbijl, againft whom Mr. 
Pope writes, deny the Principle of Right, or of 
natural J ujiice, before the Invention of civil Csm- 
I Wfl'- 
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pail, which, they (ay, gave Being to it: And <c- 
cordingly have had the Effroncery publickly to de- 
clare thai a State af Nature was a Stale of War. 
This quite fubvens the Poet's natural Society: 
Therefore, after his Jccotmi of that State, he pro- 
ceeds to fupport the Reality of it, by overthrow- 
ing the oppugnant Principle of na natural Jufita; 
which he docs [from 1. 147 to 170] by Ihewing, 
in a fine Defcription of the State of Imticenee, as 
reprefented in Scripture, that a State of Nature 
was lb &r from being without natural Jujiice, that 
it was, at firft, the Rsign af God, where Right 
and Truth uoiveHally prevail'd : 
Nor think, in Nature's Slate they blindly trod, 
The State of Nature was the Reign of God, 
Self-love, and Ibcial, at her Birth b^n. 
Union, the Bond of all Things, and of Man. 
Pride then was not ; nor Arts^ that Pride to aid ; 
Man walk'd with Beaft, joint Tenant of the Shade. 
Now let us hear Mr. Dt Groufa^ who tells us, 
he had redoubled hii jtttentian upm this Epi^le'. — 
Mr. Pope (fays he) fpeais with, the JJfurance of an 
Eyi-witnefs of what pajfid in this firft Age of the 
Warld^. — And why fliouid he nor, when con- 
duced by his Faith in Scri[«ure Hiftory ? — that 
which he here reprefaits, fays he, is much Itfs crtdi- 
bit in itfelf than that which Mofcs teacbeth w*. 
Now what mull we think of our Lc^cian's Faith, 

<^ Commfulairt, p> ziS, ^Jb. 240. 
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who taking it for grsmcd, that Mr. Pope would 
not borrow of Mefts^ has here condcmn'd, be- 
fore he was awart, the Credibility of Scripture 
Hiftory? For the Account here given of the State 
ef ImBcmee is indeed no other than that of Mefn 
hinifelf. 

He goes on, — thii R^ligitn, tcmman to BrtHet 
and Mm, mfimiates ta us, that, in thafe happy Tma^ 
Mft had no mare Religion than Brutes '. 

This ihrewd Refledion points at the foUowiog 
Lines: 

In [he fame Temple, the refounding Wood, 

Alt vocal Beings hynin'd their etjual God. 
But does not the Poet fpeak, in this very place, 
of Man, as officiating in the prieftly OfRce at the 
Altar, and offering up bis b^meleS euchiriftjcal 
Sacrifice to Heaven ? 

The Shrine with Gore unftain'd, with Gold un- 
dreft, 

Unbrib'd, unbloody, (food the blamclcfs Prieft. 
As to the Line, 

All vocal Beings hymn'd their equal God, 
our L<^ian flioutd be fent to Scripture for its 
Meaning \ who, had he been as converfant with 
the Pfalmijl as with Btirgerfdicius, would have 
learned to have judged more piouffy as well as 
more charitably. The inj^ind Poet calKng eo 
Mind (as Mr. Pope did here) the Jge of Imscenct^ 



and 
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and full of the great Ideas of thofe 
— Chains of Love, 

Combining all below, and all above; 
which 

Draw to one Point, and to one Centre bring 

Btafl^ Man^ 01 Jngel^ Servant ^ Lord, or King -^ 
breaks out into ihis rapturous and divine Apoftro- 
pbe, to call back the devious Creation to its pri- 
ftinc Reditude. That very State Mr. P<^ dc- 
fcribes above: — " Praife the Lord, all ye Angels; 
*' praife him, all ye Hofts. Praife biro, Sun and 
" Moon; praife hitn, all yc Stars of Light. Let 
" thtm praife the Name of the Lord, for he com- 
" nianded, and they were created, Praife the Lord 
" from the Earth, ye Dragons, and all Deeps : Fire 
" andHaii, Snow and Vapour, ftormy Wind fnl- 
" 611ing his Word : Mountains and all Hills, friiit- 
« fill Trees, and all Cedars : Biajis and all Cattle, 
". creeping Things, and /ying Fowl : Kings of the 
" Earth, and all Peppier Princes and all Judges of 
" the Earth. Let them praife the Name of the 
" Lord ; for his Name alone is excellent, his Glo- 
*' ry is above the Earth and Heaven.", Pfal, 
cxiviii. 

To return. Strift Method (in which, by this 
time, the Reader finds the Poet more converiant 
than our Logician was aware of) leads him next to 
fpeak of that Society which fucceedcd the natural, 
natncly the civil. But as he does all by eafy Steps, 
in the natural Prc^redion of Ideas, he fitft ex- 
plains 
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plains [from I. 169 to 200] the Intermediate 
Afeani which led MankiDd from natural to ^ivH 
Society. Thefc were the Invention and Improve- 
ment of Arts. For while Mankind lived in a mere 
Sratc of Nature, unconfcious of the Arts of Life, 
there was no need of any other GovemmeDt than 
the paternal i but when Arts were found out and 
improved, then that more pcrfed Form under the 
DireftioD of a Magijlrate, becatne neceflary. 
And for thcfe Reafons; Pirjl^ 10 bring thofe Arts, 
already found, to PtrfeSltoni and. Secondly, to ■ 
fecure the Produd of them to their rightful Pro- 
prietors. The Poet, therefore, comes now, as we 
fay, to the Invention of jfrls; but being always 
intent on the great End for which he wrote his 
EJfayy namely, to mortify that Pride^ which oc-. 
cafions the impious Complaints againll Providence 
he, with the greateft Art and Contrivance, ' fpcaks 
of thcfe Irwentions^ as only Leflbns learnt of mere 
Animals guided by Inftimft,- and thus, at the fame 
time, gives a new Initancc of the wonderful Pro- 
vidence of God, who has contrived to ^teach 
Mankind in a Way not only proper to humble 
human Arrogance, but to raife our Idea of infi- 
nite Wifdom to the greateft Pitch. All this he 
docs in a Profopepieia the moft fublime that ever 
entered into the human Imagination : 

See him from Nature riCng flow to Jrt ! 
To copy Injina then was Reafit^s Part : 
Thus then to Man the Voice of Nature fpafce— 
" Go, from the Creatures thy Inftruftions take j 
I J Thy 
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^ Thf Arts of Building firim the B« receive, 
" Learn oftlieAfc/«to plow, the WV«iD wave; 
*• Leam of the little I^autUus to fail, 
** Spread the thin Our, and catch ctie driring 

« Gde, tfc. 
*' Yet go j and chus o'er all the Crsttures fmy, 
*' Thus lei the Wifer make the reft obey, 
" And for thofc Arts mere InfttH^ could tSoii, 
f Bt ernvtCd ai A^iuirchs^ or as Gxh ador'd. 
Th? Delicacy of the Poet's Addrels in the firft 
Part of the laft Line, is very rennarkable. I <^ 
ierved, that, in this Paragraph, he has given an A9- 
founc of ihofe intermediate Means that led Man- 
|[ind from natural to civil Society, namely, the 
Invention and Improvement of Arts. Now here, 
' on his Conclufion of this Account, and Entry 
upon the Dcfcripcion of civil Society itfclf, ho 
connetlls the two Parts the moft gracefully that 
fan be conceived, by this true hiftorica! Circum- 
ftance, that it was the Imjeniian of thofc Arts, 
which raifed to the Magiftracy, in this new Society, 
now formed for the ferfe^ing them. 

I cannot leave this Part without taking notice 

of the ftrange Tufn the Tranflator has given to 

ihefe two tines : 

Thus then ID Man the Voice of Nature fpake, — 

" Go, from the Creatures thy [nftruftioos take. 

La Nature htdigne aiors fe (it entendre; 

Va, malheureuie mone\, va, lut dttetle, apprendrc 

Pc( plut vils (ffiimaux. — 

One 
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One would wonder what Ihould make him repre- 
fcnr Nature in fuch a PalTion at Man, and calling 
him Names, when Mr. Pope fijppofea her in her 
beft good Humour, and Man the moft happy in 
the Dircflion here given. But what led him into 
this Miftake was another full as grols : Mr. Pope 
having defcribcd the State of Innocence, which 
ends at thcle Lines, 

Heav'n's Attribute was univerlal Care, 
And Man's Prerogative to rule, but fpare, 
turns from thafe Times, to a View of ibefe latter 
Ages, and breaks out into this tender and humane 
Complaint : 

Ah, how unlike the Man of Times to come ! 
Of half that live the Butcher and theTombj 
Who, Foe to Nature, hears the general Groan, 
Murders their Species, and betrays his own, (£c. 
Unhickily, the Tranflator took this Man of 
Times to come, for the Corrupter of that firjf Age ; 
and fo imagined tbc Poet l»d introduced Nature 
onlf to fee things ri^t^ be then fuppoTed, of courfe, ' 
flie was to be very angry, .and not finding Mr. Pope 
had reprefented her in any great Emodoo, he was 
willing to improve upon his Original. 

To proceed, after all this nece£|ary Preparattm, 
the Poet fhews [from 1. 199 to aii.} how Civil 
Society followed, and the Adrantagea it produced. 
But thele are bell defcribcd in tm own WiHtls : 
Grpat Nature fpoke^ obfervant Men obey'd j 
Qties were bulk. Societies were made : 

l\ Here 



...i:™i„ Google 



130 ^COMMENTARY «i 

Here role one little State j another near 

Grew by like Means,and join'd thro'Love,orFear. 

Did here the Trees with ruddier Burthens bend, 

And there the Screams in purer R dls defccnd ? 
What War could ravifh, Commerce could beftow. 
And he recurn'd a Friend, who came a Foe. 
Con verfe and Love Mankind might ftronglydraw. 
When Love was Libertj^, and Nature Law, 

ThusStaccs were fonn'd. 

Nothing can be jufter than this Account, or more 
corroborative of ihp Poet's general Theory. Yet his 
TianH^'orhisa ftrarge Fatality in cont radioing him^ 
whenever he attempts toparaphrafe his Senfe. 
T^c firft Line Mr. VMbeiams thus, 
Pir ces mots ]a Nature excita I'lnduftric, 
Ei di t Hommt fersce enchaina la furie. 
Chained up the Fury of Savage Motij 
And fo contradids his Author's whoIeSyftem of 
Ben^valence, and goes over to the Atheift's, who fup- 
pofes the State of Nature to be a State of War. That 
ivhich feems to have milled him was thefe Lines : 
What War could ravifli, Commerce could beftow. 
And he returo'd a Friend, who came a Foe. 
ButtheTranflacor fliould have con lldercd, thatiho' 
his Author maintains a State of Nature to be a State 
cf Peace, yer he never imagined there could be no 
Qi^iarrels in it. He well knew, chat Se^-hve drives 
thro- Juji and thro' Unjuji i. He puQies no Syftetn 

6Ep. iij. 1, 270. 
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to an Extravagance; but Jleert between Di£lrin(t 
Jeemmgly oppofite^, or, in oihet Words, follows 

Truth uniformly throughout. 

Having thus explained [he Original of CivilSa- 
fieiy, he fliews us next [from l.iio to 216] that 
to this Society a civil Magijirote, properly fo call- 
ed, did belong: And this, in Confutation of ihac 
idle Hypothefis of Filmer, and others; which 
pretends that God conferred the regal Title on the 
fathers of Families, from whence Men, when 
they had inftituted Society, were to fetch their 
Magt/iratei. On the contrary, our Poet ihews 
that a King was unknown till common Intereji^ 
which led Men to inftiturc civil Government, 
led them, at the fame time, to inftitute a Gover- 
nor. However, that it is true that the latne ff^if- 
dom or Valor, which gained regal Obedience from . 
Sons tu the Sire, procured Kings a paternal Autho- 
rity, and made them confldered as Fathers of their 
'People. Which probably was the Original (ant^ 
while miftaken, continues to be the chief Support) 
of that flavilh Error; Antiquity reprefenting its 
carlielt Monarchs under the Idea of a common Fa- 
ther, zs»TtJB (tvi(St- Afterwards indeed they be- 
came a kind of Fajler-Fathers, jfoiftiftt A«w», 
as Homer calls them : Till at length they began 
to devour that'FIock they had been lb long accu- 
ftomed \o jhear; and, ts Plutarch dys of Cecrops^ 

TTPANNON. ' 

bSetPre/aee. 

—the 
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— the Name of King unknown, 
Till common Inereft plac'd the Sway in one. 
Twas Virtue only (or in Ans, or Arms, 
DiffijfingBleffii^s, or averting Harms) 
The fame which in a Sire (he Sons ob^d, 
A Prince, the Fa*er of a People made. 
Our AuEhm- has good Authority for his Account 
of the Origin of Kingfliip, AriJotU affures us 
of this Truth, that 'Tiuas Virtut only or m Arts or 

vtrt(i>x^t dftrnt fl »^^n«¥ rm W tJc tiftrKf* 

The Poet now returns [at I. zi6 to 2+i] to 
what he had left unfiniflied in his Dpfcription of 
natural SacUty. This, which appears irregular, is 
indeed a fine Inftance of his thorough Knowledge 
of the Art of Method. I will explain it. 

This third Epiftle, we fee, confiders Man with 
rtfpeil to Society j the fecond, tvith refpe^ to him~ 
filfj and the fourth, with refpe£i to Happi/u/s, 
But in none of thefe Relations docs the Poet ever 
lofe fight of him under that in which he ftands to 
GoDj it will follow therefore, that fpeaking of 
him with refptSi to Society, the Account would 
be then molt imperfedt, were he not at the Cimc 
time coniidercd with refpeS' to bis Religion; 
for, between thefe two there is a clofe, and, while 
Things CQiuinue in Ordtr^ % moft interejiing Coa- 
nedHon. 
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Tfue Faith, true Policy, united ran; 
That was but Love of God, and this of Man. 

1. 240. 
Now Rtliglan fuflfering no Change, or DepravO' 
limy when Man firft entered into civil Society, 
but continuing the &mc as in the State of Nature, 
the PoeT, to avoid Repetition, and to bring the 
Accounts of true raAfalfe Religion nearer to one 
another, in order to cmtrafi them by the Advan- 
tage of that Situation, deferred giving Account (rf 
his Riligiim, 'till he had fpoken of the Origin of 
that Society. Thence it is, that he here r^umes 
the Account of the Slate ef Nature, that is, fo 
much of it as he had left untouched, which was 
only the RtligUn of it. This conGfting in the 
Knowledge of one God, [he Creator of all Things, 
the Poet fliews how Men came by that Knowledge. 
That it was either found out by Reason, which 
givii^ to every Effiif a Cauftt ioftrufted them to 
go from Caufe to Caufe, till they came to the 
First, who being caufilefs, would ncceflarily be 
judged felf-extjimt: Or taught by Tradition, 
which prcfervcd the Memory of the Creation. — 
Hethen tells us uiAu^thefe Men, undebauched by 
falfe Science, undeiftood by God's Nature and 
Attributes, \Jl, Of God's Nalurei that they 
eafily diflringuifhed between the If^orkman and the 
Woriii and faw the SuhJioBce of the Creator to be 
diftinfl and different from that of the Creature ; 
and fo were in no Danger of filing into the hor- 
nd Opit>ion of the Greek Philofophers, and their 
Follower 
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Follower Spimxa. And finiple Reafon teacblng 
them, that [he Creator was but Oiu, they eafily 
few chat all was right; and were in as little Dan- 
ger of falhng into the Manlchtan Error, which, 
whcD ohliqut Wtt had broke thejleddy Light of Rea- 
fon, imagined all was nut right, having before 
imagined all was not the Work of One. ^fyy 
What they underftood of God's Attributes; that 
they eafily conceived a Father where they ha4 
ibund a Deity^ and that a Jovereign Being could 
only be a foverelgn Goad. 
Till then, by Nature crown'd, each Patriarch feccj" 
King, Pricft, and Parent of his growing State: 
On him, their fecmd Prnvideuee^ they hung. 
Their Law his Eye i their Oracle his Tongue, fJt. 
Till drooping, fick'ning, dying, they began 
Whom they rever'd zs God, to mourn as Mao. 

I. 
Then, looking up from Sire to Sire, explor'd 
One great firft Father, and that Firft adoi'd. 

II. 
Or plain Tradition that this all begun, 
Convey'd unbroken Faith from Sire to Son. 

I. 
The Worker from the Work diitinft was known. 
And fimpic Reafon never fought but one. 
E're Wit oblique had broke that fteddy Light, 
Man, like his Maker, law thatu// was right. 

n. 
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II. 

To Vinue in the Paths of Plcafure trod. 
And own'd a Father when be own'd a GodJ 
Love all the Faith, f^e. 
Our methsdical Tranflaror not apprehending that 
the Poec was here returned to finilli his Delctip- 
tjon of the State of Nature, has fallen into one 
of the groffeft Miftakcs that ever was commirtcd- 
He has taken this Account of true Religion, foe 
an Account of the Origin of Ithlatry^ and ihu* 
fatally embelliflies his own Blunder, 
Jaloux d'en conferver les traits ec la figure, 
Leur zele induflrieuK inventa la Peinture. 
Leurs neveux, atrenctfs a ces hommes fameux. 
Qui par le droit du fang avoient regne fur cur, 
Trouveot-ils dans leur fuite un grand, uo premier 

pere, 
Leur aveugic re/ped Tadore et le revere. 
Here you have one of ihe fineft Pieces of Rea- 
fbning in the World, turn'd, at once, into at 
mere a Heap of Nonfenlc. You will wonder 
how it came about: The unlucky Term of Great 
firft Father confounded our TranOator, and he 
took it to fignify a Great-Grandfatber. But be 
ihould have cmftdered that Mr, Fefe always reprc- 
lencs God as every wife and good Man would do^ 
end as our Religion directs us to do, under the 
Idea of a Father : He fliould have ebferved chat 
the Poet is here delcribing thofe Men^ who 

To 
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To Virtue va the Paths of Pleafure trod. 
And own'd a Father^ where they own'd a Gad. 
You may be fure Mr. De Craufa%, has not let thefe 
£ne Strokes about the Original of Painting efcape 
him. But here the Critic (which is a Wonder) 
proves clearer-fighted than the Tranflator j he Taw 
that [he Lines in Queftion were a Continuation of 
fomething fiot itmrudiatefy preceding-^ but that was 
ali he faw, as may appear by his fagacious Remarlc. 
" We (hall be miftakcn (&ys he) if we r^ard 
** this Paflageas a Continuation of the Hiftory im- 
" mediately going before. It would be too great 
*' an Anacbranifm to fuppofe h. The Govcm- 
*' ment of Fathers of Families'did not liicceed that 
" of Kings; on the contrary, the Reign of thife 
*• was eflabhfiied on the Government of thafe ^" 
Order leads the Poet to fpeak next [from I. 241 
to 24<S] of the Corruption of civil Society into 
Tyranny, and its Caufes-^ and here, with ail the 
Art of Jddrefs, as well as Truth, be obfervcs, it 
flfofe from the VioIatiMi of that greet Principle^ 
which he £0 much infifts upon throi^hout bis £f- 
6y, That each was madt fir the U/e of all: 

Who firft taught Souls enflav'd, and Realms un- 
done, 
Th' enormous Faith of many made for one? 
That proud Exception to all Nature's Laws, ■ 
T'invert the World, and counterwoik its Caulc. 

^ Commtnlairt, p. 249. 
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And ui this AriJiitU places the DiiTcrence be- 
tween a King and a Tyrant ; that the firft fuppof« 
himfclf made for the People ; the atbir^ that die 
People are made for him '. 

But we may be fure, that in this Corruption, 
where natural Juflice was thrown alide, and Foru^ 
the Atheift's Juftice, prelided in its Itead, RiUgiam 
would follow the Fate of eivil Sodety. We know, 
from ancient Hiftory, it did fo. Accordingly, Mr. 
Pope [from 1. 2+5 to 270] with corrupt Politics 
defcribes corrupt Religion and its Caufes^ htfirji 
informs us, agreeable to his exaft Knowledge of 
Antiquity, that it was the Politician and not 
ibc Priest (as our illiterate Tribe of Free-cfaink- 
ers would make us believe) who firfl corrupted 
Religion. Secondfy, that the SuPERSTiTioM, be 
brought in, was not invented by bim, as an En- 
gine to play upon others (as the dreaming Jthafi 
fe^s, who would thus miferably account for the 
Origin of Religion) but was a Trap be £rll GtJI 
into himfelf. 

Force firft made Cooquell, and diat Conquef^ 

Law; 
Till Superfiitim taught the Tyrant awe. 
Then Jhar'd the Tyranny, then lent it aid. 
And Gtxls of Conqu'rors, Slaves of Subjedt 
made. 

< SkXiW y i BAIlAEri n^.Bi fiXat, ?tv; dI iao ncwn^ 
fin^rt, i Si TTFANNIX, m^ii vSn livofXtnit KUtui jt f4 

nt iS'uK ufiXiiat xA^t'. Pol. /.v. c. 10. 

Ail 
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All this is agreeable to the Poe['s vaft Knowledge 
of human Nature. For that Impoimey of Mind, 
ft9 the Latin Writers call it ", which gives Birih 
to the enonnous Crimes oeccQary to Tupport a 
Tyranny, naturally fubjedts its Owner- to all the 
vaia^ as well as rw/ Terrors of Confcience. Hence 
the whole Machinery of SuperflitiBn. 

She, 'midA the Lightning's Blaze and Thunder's 

Sound, 
When rock'd the Mountains, and when groan'd 

the Ground, 
Shcj from the rending Earth and burfting Sltiei^ 
Saw Gods defccnd, and Fiends internal rife. 
And it is no Wonder that thofe, who had fo im- 
pioufly attetnpced to counterwork the Delign of 
Nature, by aifting as if maity were made fcr ow, 
fliould now imagine they faw all Nature arming 
in Vengeance againft them. 

It is true, the Poet obfervcs, that afterwards, 
when the Tyrant's Fright was over, he had Cun- 
ning enough, from the Experience of the Effeit 
of Superftiiion upon himfelf, to turn it by the 
Afliftance of the Prieft (who for his Reward went 
Shares with him in the Tyranny) as his beft De- 
fence againft his Subje^b. 

" They expreiTed the Pa$on fir tjramixinz by this 
Word. A fine Jioman HiAorian fays of Mariui, that 
Jie was Glerlie infatiabilii, imfotens /emptr^ui itijai- 
elut. And of Pempiy, Patentia fudnunqaam out ran ad 
lupoTGNTiAu u/m. 

With 
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Wich Heav'n's owa Thunders Ihook the World 

below, 
And play'd the God an Engine on his Foe. 
For a Tyrant naturally and realbnably takes all his 
Slaves for bis Enimiei. 

Having given the Caa/es of Superftitioo, he 
next deTcribes its OijeHs : 

Gods panial, changeful, paffionate, unjuft, 
Whole Attributes were Rsge, Revenge, and Lull: 
Such as the Souls of Cowards might conceive. 
And, fonn'd like Tyrants, Tyrants wou'd believe. 
The ancient Pagan Gods are here very exaflly 
delcribed. This Faift is a convincing Evidence 
of the Truth of that Original which the Poet 
gives to Superftition : For if thefc Phantafms were 
grft raifed in the Imagination of Tyrants, they 
muft needs have the Qualities here afligned thtm. 
For Fcree being the Tyrant's Virtui, and Luxury 
his Ha^iiufs, the Attributes of his God would of 
Courfc be Revenge and Lu/l ; in a Word, the yftt- 
iitypt of himfclf. But there was another, and more 
fubfUotial Caufe, of the Refcmblance between a 
Tyrant and a Pagan Gedi and that was the making 
Gods of Conquereri, as the Poet lays, and lb ca- 
nonizing a Tyrant's ^«x with his Per/en. That 
thefc Gods Ihould fuit a People bumbled to the 
Stroke of a Mailer, will be no Wonder, if we 
recoiled a generous Saying of the Ancienti-^ — ■ 
Thatj that Day which fen a Man a Skme, taket 
ttvay half his Virtui. 

" K , The 
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The Inference our Poet draws from all thia 
[from 1. 21S9 to 284] is, chat Siif-leve drives 
through Right and Wrong; it caufes the Tyrant 
to violate the RighCG of Mankind; and it caules 
the People to vindiate that Vioktioa. For Self- 
Itfut being common to the whole Species, and fet- 
ting each Individual in purfuit of the ^me Ob- 
jeAs, it became necellary fof each, if he would 
fecurc his own, to provide for the Safety of ano- 
ther's. And thus Equity voA Benevolence arofe 
from that fame Self-lmt, which had given Birth 
to Avarice and Injuftice. 
For i^at one likes, if others like as well. 
What ferves one Will, when many Wills rebel ? 
How fliall he keep, ^lat Ikeping or awake 
A Weaker may furprife, a Stronger take? 
His Safety mull his Liberty reftrain; 
All join to guard what each delires to gain. 
The Poet hath not any where ffiewn greater Ad- 
drefi in the mafterly Dilfofition of his Work, than 
with regard to the Inference before us; which not 
only gives a proper and timely Support to what 
he had before advanced, in his fecmd EpiftU, con- 
cerning the Nature and Effefti of Self-ievi; bat 
is a neceflary Incrodudion to tt*at follows con- 
cerning the Reformatim of Riligten and Smity, as 
WefhaU fee prclently. 

The Poet hath now defcrib'd the Rife, Perfe- 

"flion, and Decay of civil Peticy and ReligieOj in 

the more early Ages. But the De£gn had been 

imperfeftly 
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imperfeftly executed, had he here drop'd his DiC- 
courfe; there was, after this, a Recovery from 
their leveral Corruptions. Accordingly, he bach 
cholen that happy Period for the Conclufion of 
his Song. But as good and ill Governments and 
Religions fucceed one another without ceafing, 
he now,, with great Judgment leaves FaSs, and 
turns his Difcourfe [from I. 285 to apd] to fpeak 
of a more lafting Reform of Mankind, in the In- 
vention of thofe philofophic Principles, by whofe 
Oblervance a Pe/iey and Religion may be for ever 
kept from finking into Tyranny and Suptrjiition. 

'TWif^ the ftudious Head, or gen'rous Mind, 
FollVer of God, or Friend of human Kind, 
Poet or Patriot role, but to reftore 
The Faith and Morals, Nature gave befbrcj 
Relum'd her ancient Light, not kindled new. 
If not God's Image, yet his Shadow drewj 
Tai^hc Pow'r's due CJfe to People and to Kings, 
Taught not to flack, nor fhain its tender 
Strings, i^c. 
The eafy and jufl Tranfition into this Sub- 
jcift, from the foregoing, is admirabfe. In the 
forgoing, he had defiftibed the Eftiii of Self- 
bvti now tht Obfervatint of thefe Effeifts, he, 
with great An and high Probability, makes the 
Otcafim of thofe Dijcgarriii, which §>eculativc 
Men made of the true Primipltt of Policy and 
Religion, defcribed in the prefent Paragraph j and 
this he evidently faints at in that fine Trai)£iion, 

K a rrwAs 
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'Twj*s then tbc ftudious Head, f^c. 
Mr. De Croufaz, who faw nothing of this Beauty, 
fsys, — /' 'I not eafy U gutfs la what Epoch Mr. 
Pope wauhi have us refer his THEN °. He has in- 
deed proved himfelf no good Guejfer^ which ycE 
is the bell Quality of a Critic. I will therefore 
tell him without more ado, -Mr, Pepe meant the 
polite and JhUriJhing Age o/'Greece; and ihofc Be- 
nefatSors to Mankind, which, I prcfume, he had 
principally in View, were Socrates and Ariftntle^ 
who, of all the Pagan World, fpoke bcft of God^ 
and wrote bcft qf Gifurrmnrnt. 

Having thus dcfcribed the true Principles of ci- 
vil and ecclefiajiical PgUey, the great Poet proceeds 
(from I. 295 to 305] to illuftrate his Account by 
the fimilar Harmony of the Univerle: 

Such is the World's great Harmony, thatfprings 
From Union, Order, full Concent of Things ! 
Where fmall and great, where weak and mighty, 

mffdfei" 
To fefve, Iwt fuffer, flrengthen, notinvade. 
More pow'ffu) each as needful to [he reft. 
And in'pmffVtion as it bleffes, bleft, 
Draw tootle ^int, ani^o one Centre bring 
Beaft, Maii,'<or /^g^So^rant, Lord, or Kiag. 
Thus, as in tbc Beginning of this Epiftle, bo fiip- 
ported the gretn'Prtht^-^mUBal Lave- tr-i-Jmi- 
(iatien in gmetvl, by Codfiderations drawn ftoHl 

P Cemmeiaairt, p. a6i. 
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the Properties of Matter, and the mutual Dtpendetui 
between vegetable and aniioal Life; fo, in the 
Cenclujim, he has inforced the particuUir Princi- 
ples of civil atid religious Society, from [bat univa-' 
fal Harnmiy which fpriogs, in part, from thofe Pro- 
perties and Dependencies. 

But now the Poet, having lb much commended 
the Invention and Inventors of the phiUfophic 
Principles of Religim and Government, left an evil 
Ufe Oiould be made of this, by Men's refting in 
Theory and Speculation, as they have been always 
too apt to do, in Matters whofc Prailice makes 
their Happinefs, he cautions his Reader [from 1. 
304 to 311] againft this Error, in a ffarmth of 
Expreffton, which the fubJitnc Ideas of that univer- 
fal Harmony, operating iDcellantly to univerjal 
Gto4, had railed up in him. 

For ForTm of Government let Fools conteft ; 

Whace'er is beft adminifter'd is beft. 

For Modes of Faith let graqelefs Zealots fight ; 

His can't be wrong, whofcLife is in the Right. 

All muft be falfe, that thwart this one great End, 

And all of God, that blc(s Mankind, or mend. 
The Scafonablenefs of this Reproof will appear 
evident enough to thofe who know, that mad Dis- 
putes about Liberty and Prerogative had once well 
nigh overmroed our ConftitutioDi and that others 
about Myftery and Church Authority had almoft de- 
ftroyed the very Spirit of our holy Religion. 

8i]t rhcfe fine Lines have been ftraogely mil'- 
* K 3 underftood: 
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tindcrftood : The Author, againft his own cirprefi 
Words, againll the plain Senfe of his SyAem, bat 
been conceived to mean, 7T>at ail Govermrnuti 
and all Religiam were, m le their Forms ami Oh- 
jeils, indifferent. But as this wrong Judgment pro- 
ceeded from Ignorance of the Reafim of the Re- 
proof, as explained above, that Explanation is 
■lone fufficient to redlify the Miibke. 

However, not to leave him under the leaft Su^ 
picion, in a Matter of fo much Importance, I 
flialt juftif; the Senfe here given to this Paffagc 
more at lai^e. Firft by confidering the H^erds 
them/ehes : And then by comparing this miftaken 
Senfe with the Context. 

The Poet, we rauft obferve, is here fpeakin^ 
not of civil Society at large^ but of a ju^ \egh- 
timate Policy, 

Th'according MuHc of a wsll-mix'd State. 
Now thefe are of fevcral Kinds ; in fome of which 
the Democratic, in others the Arijlocratic, and ta 
others the Monarchic FoRM prevails. Now as 
each of thefe mix'd Forms is equally Intimate, as 
being founded on the Principles of natural Liber- 
ty, that Man is guilty of the highcft Folfy, who 
chufcs taiher to employ bimfelf in a fpeculative 
Conrcft for the fuperior Excellence of one of 
ihefe Forms to the reft, than in protnodng the 
good Adminiftration of that fettled Form to which 
he is fljbjeA. And yet all our warm Difputes abouc 
Covernment Jiave been of this kind. Again, if, 

* by 
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by Forjm *f Government^ mull needs be meant le~ 
gUimatt Government, becaule that is the Subje^ 
under Debate, then by Modes tf Faith^ which u 
the correfpondeat Idea, mull needs be meant the 
Modes or Exphmatiem of the true Fmlh, becaule 
the Author is here too on the Subjetft: of true 
Religion : 

Relum'd her ancient Light, not kindled aew. 
Befides, the very Expreflion (than which nothing 
can be more precife) confines us to underftand, 
by Modes of Faith, thofe human Explanations of 
Chriftian Myfteries, in eontefting which. Zeal 
and Ignorance have fo perpetually violated Cha- 
rity. 

, Seeondfy, If we confider the Cmtexi j fo fuppore 
him to mean, that all Forms ef Government are in- 
different, it DMking him direftly contradift the 
preceding Paragraph ; where be extols the Patriot 
for dilcriminating the true from the falfe Modes 
of GovemmMit. He, fays the Poet, j 

Taught Pow'r's due Ufe to People and to Kings, 
Taught not to flack, norftrain its tender Strings- 
The lefs and greater fet fo juftly true, 
That touching one imSt ftrike the other too; 
Till jarring Int'refts of thenifelves create 
Th'according Muficof a well-mix'd State. 
Here he recommends the true Form of Govern- 
ment, which is the mixt. In another Place he as 
ftrongly condemns the falfe, or the abfolute Jure 
Divino Form: 

K4 For 
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For Nature knew no Ri^ht Divine in Men. 

1. 237. 
To fuppofc bim to mean, that all Religions an in- 
different, is an equally wrong as well as uncharita- 
ble Sufpicion. Mr. Pope, iho' his Subject in this 
EJfaj en Man confines him to natural Religion 
{his Purpofe being to vindicate God's natural Dil- 
penfacions to Mankind againft the Acheift) ^et 
gives frequent Intimations of a more fubltmc I)iC< 
psnfation, and even of the Neceffity of it; par- 
ticularly in his fiiani Epiftle [1. 1 35)} wheie be 
fpeaks of the Wtaknejs and Infuffcieney of bimatt 
Reafon '. 

Again, in bis fourth Epiltie p. 331] faking of 
the good Man, the Favourite of Heaven, he fays^ 
For him alone, Hope leads from Gole to Gole> 
And opens ftill, and opens on his Soul j 
Till Ici^hen'd on to Faith^ and unconfin'd, 
]t poms the Blils that fills up all the Mind. , 

But natural Religion never lengthened Hope on to 
Faiiki nor didany Religion, but the Chriftiao, ever 
^oqceive that Faith, could fill the Mind with 
Ha[^ne&. 

Ifafiif, The Poet, in this very Epiftle, and in 

this very Place, fpeaking of the great Reftorers 

of the Religion of Nature, intimates that they 

could only draw God's Shadntu, not his Image: 

Relum'd her ancient Light, not kindled new^ 

If not God's Iniage^ yet his ^hfldow drew. 

f $» the fecoa4 Letter, p. 88. 

As 
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Aj reverencing tbat Truth, which tells us thai 
this Difcovery was Tcfcrv'd fer thi gkrims Gefftl 
^ Chrift, vAo is the Image of God '. 

Having thus largely confiderecl Man in his fo- 
etal Capaciiff the Poet, in order to fix a momen- 
tous Truth in the Mind of his Reader, conclude* 
the Epiftle in recapitulating the ftw PritieipUt 
which concur to the Suppon of this Part of hi« 
Chanfter, qameJy, Silf-love and fecial-^ and (hew- 
ing that they are only two different Motions of 
the JfpetUe, to Goaii, by which the Author of 
Nature has enabled Man to find his mm Ha[^- 
nefg in the Happincfs of the JVhuli. This the Poet 
illuftrates with a Thought as fublime a; is that ge- 
neral Harmony he defcribes : 

On their own' Axis as the Planets run. 
Yet make at once their Circle round the Sun; 
So two confiftent Motions aft the Soul, 
And one regards itfelf, and one the Whole. 
Thus God and Nature link'd the gen'ral Frame, 
And bad Mf-hvi and focial be the iame. 
For he hath the Art of converting Poetical Orna- 
ments into Philofophic Reafoning j and of im- 
proving a SimtU into an Amlogtsal Jrg'ment. Bdt 
pf this An, more in our Next. 
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LETTER IV. 



Tn E Poer, in the two for^oibg Epi{l1«s hav- 
ing conlidered Man with regard to the 
Means (that is^ in all his Reltiliatu, whether as 
an Jfidividualy or a Member of Sodtty) comes 
now, in this laftj to confider him with r^ard co 
the End, that is, Happiness. 

It opens with an Invecatisn to Happinepj in the 
Manner of the ancient Poets, who, when d^itute of 
a Patron Ged, applied to the Mufi^ and, if Hie was 
engaged, took up with any Umple f^riue, nest at 
hand, to infpire and profper their Defigns, This 
was the ancient Imjoeatlen, which few modem 
Poets have had the Art to imitate with any degree 
of Spirit oi Decorum; while our Author, not 
content to heighten this poetic Ornament with 
the Graces of the Antique, bath alfo contrived to 
make it lubfervient to the Method and Realbning 
of his philofophic Compofition. I will endeavour 
ioes[^ain fo uncommon a Beauty. 

Ic is to be obferved that the Pagan Deities had 

each ibcir ftveral Names and Places cf Abode^ 

with fome of which they were fuppofcd to be 

more 
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more del^tsd dum with otfaera, and confequcnt- 
ly to be then moft propitious when invoked by 
the ftvouricc Nmu and Placi : Hence we find the 
Hymns of Hmur, Orpheus, and Caliimacbut, to 
be chiefly employed in enumerating the feveral 
Names and Places of Abode by which the Patron 
God was dif inguiflied. Now, tMir Poet, with 
great and maAerly Addrefi, had) m^e theie fttu 
Ciraanjitittcti feive to introduce his Subjo^, ac- 
cording to the exaftcft Rules of Lc^. His Pur- 
pofe is CO write of Happinefs; Method diereforo 
requires that be firft define what Men mean by 
Ha^iwftj and this be does in [he Ornament of a 
poetic Itrvocatim : 
OHappinefs! our Being's End and Aim, 
Goad, PUafure, Eafe^ Omtrnt ! whate'er thy 
Name. 
After the Definition, that which follows nea, 
in order of Method, is the Proposition, which 
here is, that human Happlnefs caafifls not in txter- 
tial Advantages, but in Virtue. For the Subjcft of 
this Epiillc is ihe detcfting the falfe Notions of 
Happinefs, and fettling and explaining the trut^ and 
this the Poet lays down in the nen fiueen Lines. 
Now the Enumeration of Happimjts feveral fop- 
pofed Phcti of Abode (which, in Imitation of the 
ancient Poets, he next mentions in the Itamatim^ 
and which makes ten of the lixteeo Lines) is a 
Summary of falje Happinefs^ placed in Extemali. 
Plant 
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Plant of CelclUal Seed ! if dropc below, 
S»y in what mortal Soil thou deign'ft to grow ? 
Fair op'nii^ id Ibme Caurft propicioLB Shine, 
Or deep with Dt'tnendt in the fiaming Mine ? 
Twin'd with the Wreaths Parnaffim Laurth 

yield, 
Or mp*d in Iren Harwfts of the Fidd ? 
The fix remaining Lines deliver the true Notion 
of Happinefi to be In Virtut. Which is fimun'd 
up in thcfe two j 
Fixt to no Spot is Happincfi Gncer^ 
'Tis no where to be found, or ev'ry where. 
The Poet, having thus dejintd his TermSy and laid 
down his Propojttian^ proceeds to the Support of 
his Thtjis ; the various Argumenis of which mate 
up the body of the Ep'flJe. 

He begins [from 1. i8 to 27] with detefling 
thsfalfe Natiem of Happinefi. Thefc are of two 
kinds, the Pfiile/hpbical aad Popular: The latter he 
had recapitulated in the Imncetimj when Happi- 
nefi was call'd upon at her fevcral fuppofed Places 
of Abode ^ the PMIafophic then onlif remained to 
be delivered. 
Afk of the LianCi the Way, the Leam'd are 

blind. 
This bids to fervt^ and that to fism Mankind : 
Some place the Blife in A£lim, fotnc in Eoji^ 
Thpfe call it Pleafure, Snd Contentment thefe, 
The Confut^ion of thcfe PhiU/aphic Errors, be 
(hews TO be very eafy, sik cernnm Falkey ruiuiing 
through 
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through [hetD all ; namely this, That, inflead cf 
' telling us in what the Happimfs of human Nature 
confiftSj which was what was alked of thetn, each 
bufies himfelf to explain in wha: he placed his awn 
peculiar Happinefs : 

Who thus define ir, fay they more or Ie& 
Than this, that Happinels is Happiaets f 
And hoe, before we go any Tanhcr, it will be 
proper to turn to our Lcgician, who^ blind to 
theJe Beauties in the admirable Difpo&ion of the 
Subjefi^ is extremely fcaodalized at the Poet for 
not proceeding immediately to explain true Hap- 
pinefs (after having defined his Terms and deliver- 
ed his Tbefis) but for going back again (as he 
£uicics) to a Conlideration of thefalfe. — Speaking 
of the fizteen Lines, he fays — " Happineis is thea 
" near me, and I feel mylelf confiderably refrefli- 
** ed, but, by ill Luck, it is only for a Moment 
" my Doubts prefently return, and I find myfeif 
** in the Hands of a Poet, who can do what he 
*' will with me, and who having placed me on 
** the very Borders of Happincik, on a fudden 
** ihuts up all its Avenues '." 

But a very lilde Patience and Impariiaiity 
would have fhewn him, that they were immedi- 
ately laid open again in the very next Lines [from 
3.6 to 3 5] where the Poet fhews, that if you will 
but take the Road of Nature, and leave that of 
mad Opiriim, you will foon find Happineis to be 

% CimmtiUairt, p. 371, 
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a Good of the Species, and, like common Senfe, 

equally diAributed to dl Mankind : 

Take Nature's Path, and mad Opinion's leave. 

All States can reach it, and all Heads conceive ^ 

Obvious her Goods, in no Extreme dicy dwell. 

There needs but thinking right, and meaning well j 

And mourn our various Ponions as we pleafe. 

Equal is common Senfe, and comtrion Edfe. 

But this is (b &r from fatisfying our Bully-Critic, 

that it only fumiflies him with frefii Matrer for st 

Quarrel. He is much offended at the two firft 

Lines. " — I muft here renew my Complaints. 

" Take Nature's Path, you fay; and what am I to 

*" underftand by this Nature ? Muft I take the rea- 

'• finable Nature for my Guide ? But, according 

* to you, the Philofophers have confulted it to 

" no purpofe. Shall I give myfelf up to the j^i- 

" maf Nature ? This would loon reduce me to 

** great Diftrcfles. Encompailed with Doubts 

** and Difficulties, what have I left, but to fufTcr 

*' mylelf to be bom away by Chance or Hazard? 

*^ And to condude, that the Counfel here given of 

" taking Nature's Path^ comes at length to this, to 

" march fteddily on in the Footfteps ofFatality '."* 

It would be hard indeed, if our Commemator 
could not find the Road to Fatality, in every 
Step the Poet takes. But here, in avoiding the 
Horns of his own chimerical Dilemma^ he jumps 
upon it more awkwardly than uTual. The Poei^ 
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^tjs he, midt eidier mean the Reafenahk, or the 
Animal Nature. Agreed. He could not mean rbe 
jfmrruil Nature. This too is true. Nor die Rea- 
fenable. Why nor } Becaufc it ftood the Philolb- 
phers in so fiead. What then ? Do you think he 
has ever the worfe Opinion of it on that Account ? 
They could not poi^ly have run into more Mi- 
ftakes about Happinefi, Aaa you have about the 
Poet's Miamng : And yet, for all that, I apprehend 
he will think never the worfe, eidier <^ Stafm or 
himfilf. 

But what is indeed incredible, after Mr. Dt 
Crmfax. had thus commenied the two (irft Lines, 
he goes on with his Remarks on the immediate]/ 
fyiowing, Qbviaus her Geeds^ (Sc. in thefe Words : 
** Set Mr. Pope tnce again under the Ntetjjity of 
" revering Reafen to its Rights '." Prodigious ! It 
feetiu [hen, alter all, Mr. Pope, by Nature's Path, 
did mdeed mean the reafomble Nature. For we 
now fee it was Mr. De Craufax^ not Mx-Pape^ that 
was muErr the Neceffity Bfrtftering Rtafan tn itsRighn. 

To proceed, the Poet having expofed the rto» 
fal/e Species of Happintfs^ the Philosophical 
and Popular, and denounced the True^ in onkr 
to eftabliHi the lafl, goes on to a CooKuatlon cS 
flie two farmer. 

I. He firft tfrom 1. ji to +7] confutes the Phi- 
losophical, which, ts we faid, makes Happinefi 
a partltular^ not a general Good: And this two 

* CtsHmemmrtt p. 281. 
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I. Fr6tn his grand Principlt, That Gui a£is ly 
gmeral Lavii: The Confequence of which is, thM 
Hafpinefs, which Hipports the well-being of every 
Syftem, muft needs be Unkierfal, and not Partial^ 
as the Philofophcrs conceived:. 

Remember, Man ! The miverfal Cauftj 
AUt rol by partial^ but iy gen'ral Laws j 
And malces, whac HappineG we juftly call, 
SubGft ooc in the Good of One, but All. 
3. From FeSt^ That Man inftin^ively concurs 
with this Dc(ignation of Providence, to maite 
Happincfs univerfal, by his having no Delight ia 
any thing tmtenanuaicattd or taieammimicabU : 
There's not a BleOing Individuals find, 
But fome way leans and hearkens to the kind. 
No Bandit fierce, no Tyrant mad with Pride, 
No cavem'd Hermit re^s felf-fatisfied. 
Abftraft what others feel, what others think. 
All Plcaiiires ficken, and all Glories Gnk. 
H. The Poet, in the fccond Place [ftora 1. ^6 
to fij] confutes the Popular Error concerning 
Happinifsj namely, that ic conlifta in Externals : 
which he does, 

I. By inquiring into the Realbns of the prefent 
providential Difpofition o( exterml Geads : A To- 
pic of Confutation chofot wiib the greateft Accu- 
racy and Penetration. For, if it appears thty were 
diftributed in the Manner we fee them, for Rea- 
fons diff^ertnt from the Happimfs tf Individuals^ it 
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is abfurd to chink that they fliould make Part of 
that Happinels. 

He fliews therefore, that Difparity of exrernil 
Pofleffions among Men was for the lake of So- 
ciety, I. to promote the Harmony and Happinefa 
of a Sy^em: 
Order is Hcav'n's firft Law; and, this confcft. 
Some are, and muft be, greater than the reft, 
More rich, more wife,— 
Becaule the H^ttni of cxtenwl Goods in Ibme, and 
the Abtoidanct in others, increafe general Harmony 
in the Obliger and Obliged. 

Yet here (lays be) mark the impartial WiC- 
dom of Heaven j this very Inequality of Exttmah, 
by contributing to general Harmony and Order, 
producetb an Equality of Happinefs amongd Indi- 
viduals-^ and, for that very reafin^ 

Heav'n to Mankind impartial we confefs. 
If all are equal in their Happinefs : 
But mutual Wants this Happinefs increafe. 
All Nature's DifTrence keeps ail Nature's Peace. 
Condition, Circumllance is not the Thing: 
Blils is the fame, in Subjefl, or in King; 
In who obtain Defence, or who defend ; 
In him who is, or bim who finds, a Friend. 
Heav'n breaths thro' ev'ry Member of the Whole 
One common Bleffing as one common Soul, 
a. This Difparity was neccflary, becaufe, if ex- 
ternal Goods were equally diftributed, they would 
L occafioa 
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occallon perpetual Difcord amongft Men all epigl 
in Power : 
But Fonune's Gifts if eadi alike pofleft, 
Aod each were equal, mufl not all concell ? 
From hence he concludes, TTiat, as Exttntal 
Goods were not given for the Reward of Virtue, 
but for many different Purpofes, God could not, if 
he intended Happinefi for all, place it in the En- 
joyment of Extemali : 

If then to all Men Happinefs was meant^ 
God in Ejfteraals could not place Content. 
2, His fecond Argument [from 1. tf+ to 71] 
ngainft the popular Error of Happincfe's being 
placed in Extemali, is, that the Piffeffim of them 
is infeparably attended with Fear^ the WaW of 
them with Hope; which diredly crolEng all their 
Precenlions to making happy, evidently fliew chat 
God had placed Happinels elfewhere : 
Fortune her Gifts m^ vatioufly dilpofe, 
And thefe be happy cail'd, unhappy tbcrie ; 
But Heav'n's juft Balance equal will appear. 
While thole are plac'd in Hope, andtbefeinFEAK : 
Not prefent Good or 111, the Joy or Cuil^ 
But future Views of better or of wotfc. 
Hence, in concluding this Argument, he takes, 
occafion [frcwn I. 70 to yjj to upbraid the deQw- 
rate Folly and Impiety of thofe, who, in fpitc «f 
God and Nature, will ya atreaipt to place Happi- 
mjs in Exiernah. 

OSons 
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& Sons of Earth ! attempt ye ftill to rife, 
By Mouncuns [hIM on Mountains, to the Skies? 
Heav'n flat with Laughter the vaio Toil furveys. 
And buHes Madtnen in the Heaps they raife. 
I tnuft not here omit to obferve, that the Tran- 
{{atOT (unconfciouB of all this fine Reafoning be- 
tween the 3z uid 75 Lines, wbwe the Poet fiift 
con&tti the PhiU/aphic Lrrors cbncerning Happi- 
neis, end next the Popular) hath ftrangely jumbled 
together and confounded hi^ dtSercnc Ai^ucnents 
On thefe two diSereiit Heads. But this is not the 
word J be hath perverted the Poet's Words to t 
horrid and fenf^ds Fatalifm, foreign to the Ar> 
gumeat in hand, and ^e^Iy coiurary to Mr. 
Pupt's general Principles. 
The Poet fays. 

Remember, Man ! the imirerfal Caufe \ 
AScs not by partial, but by ^n'ral I.aws. 
HtsTranOator, 

— Une Loi getterale 
Determine tofljours la Caufe Principale. 
That is, a central Law ever determines the principal 
Cauftj which is the very Fate of the ancient Pa- 
gans, who fuppofed that Defttoy gave Law to the 
Father »f Gods and Men, 
The Poet fays again, 

Order is Hcav'n's (irft Law : 
That is, the firft Law made iy God, relates ta Or- 
der, which is a btaui^ AUution to the ScriptuM 
L » Hjiitoty 
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Hiftory or che Creation, when God firft appei^ed 
the Dilbrders of CbaoSj and feparated the Light 
from the Darkncfs. Let us now bear his Tran- 
Qator : 
L'Ordrc, cet io&esiblc et grand LegiQitcur, 
Qui des decrets du Ciel cil Ic premier Auteur : 
Order, that inJUxibU atid grand Ltgiflatw^ wb« is 
the firfl Author of the Laws of Heaven. A Pro- 
policioD abominable in moft Senfes, and abfurd 
in all. 

But now w*at fays Mr. De Crm/az to this, who 
is perpetually crying our. Fate! Fate.' »s Men in 
Diftraftion call out Fire? The Reader will be fur- 
prized to hear him pals this cool Reflexion on two 
fo obnoicious PaflTagcs. — •" This Order, the firfl: 
Author of Laws, pre/ents us with very harjh Ex- 
frejftons^ and hold Ideas, which Air. Pope elfewhere 
condemns as rajh and unjuft'ifiabh *. But this is hts 
Moderarion, when Mr. L'Jbbe comes under his 
Critique : And we know, the excellent ProfeTran- 
Haiion gave him the Advantage of knowing whotn 
he had to do with, 

, To proceed, the Poet having thus confuted the 
two Errors concerning Happintfs, Philosophical 
and Popular, and proved that true Happinels 
was neither Solitary and Partial, nor yet placed in 
Externals; goes on [from 1. 74 to 5)1] to fliew in 
what it dotb confilt. He had before fatd in gene- 
ral, and repeated it, that Happinefs lay in com- 

f CtiHBitntairi, p. 281. 
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mon to . the whole Species. He now brings us 
better acquainted with it, in i more explicite In- 
formation of its Nacure j and tells us, ic is all con- 
tained in Hutlthj Peactj and Comptttnct-^ but that 
thefe arc to be gained only by Virtue, namely, 
by Ten^trancty I/vteeaicej and Induflry : 
Reafon's whole PIcafures, aU the Joys of Senfe, 
Lie in three Words, Health, Pcace^ and Compe- 
tence. 
But Health confifts with Temperance alone. 
And Peace, O Firtut ! Peace is all thy own. 
The firft Line, 
lUafiiis whole Pleafures^ all the Joys of Senfi, ~ 
is the moft beautiful Paraphrafis for Hippinefs; 
for all we feel of Good is by Senfation and Re' 
fltxton. The Tranilator, who feemed little to 
concern himfelf with ihe Poet's Philofophy or 
Argument, miftook this Dcfcription of Hafpmefs 
for a Defcription of the inUlleilual and Jmfttive 
FacuUitty oppofed to one another^ and iberefore 
thus tranOates it : 
Lc charme fcdufteur, dont s'cny vrant lesSens, 
Les Plaifirs dc I'Efprit encore plus raviflans. 
And fo, with the higheft Abfurdity, not only 
makes the Poet conftiiute fenfual Excejfis a Part 
of human Happinels, but likewife the Ptodufl of 
Virtue. 

After this, we fliall no longer wonder at fuch 
kind of Tranflations as the following : 

L 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Pe/fe fays. 
And Peace, O Uriue ! Peace is all thy Own. 
The Tranflator, 
Pour voijs, O Paix du Cccur, digne fflle des Qeux, 
Vous 6tcs du bonheur Ic gage precieux. 
Cmfchus ImioceTice, fays the Poet, is the «i/^ 
Sturce ef irtiemal Peace^ atid inirwn Iwtocerue of 
ixitrnal., therefore Peace is the fole Ifluc of Vir- 
tue j or, to his own emphatic Words, Peai;( is all 
thy ovm; a coocluGve Obfervation in his Argument. 
O Peati, feys the Tranflator, thsu art the prec/eus 
Pledge of Happine/s-, an Obfervaiion, which con- 
cludes no more than that the Tr:inflator did not 
under^iid the Argument, which ftinds thus : — Is. 
Happinefs rightly placed in Externals? No, for it 
confills in Health, Peace , and Competence, 
Health and Competence are the Produft of Tern, 
pcrance and loduflryj and Peace, of perfeA In- 
nocence. 

But hitherto, the Poqt hath only con&dered 
Health and Peace r 
But Health conGfts with Temperance alone. 
And Pence, O Virtue ! Peace is all [by own. 
One Head yet remains to be %}ken to, namely. 
Competence. In the Pdrfuit of Health and Peace 
there is no Danger of running into £xce&. But 
the Cafe is different with regard to Competenct. 
Here, Wealth and Affluence would be too apt TO 
be miftaken for it, in Mens pafHonate Purfiut of 
external Goods. To obviate this Miftake there- 
fore 
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fcre, the Poet (hews, that, as txirbitant tfeahh adds 
nothing to the Happincfs arifmg from a Ccmpetenct^ 
lb, as it i$ geit^rally ill-gotten, it is attended with 
Qrcumfbnccs that weaken another Part of this 
triple Cord, namely, Peact: 
The Good or Bad the Gifts of Fortune gain j 
Bat thefe lels tafte ihcm as they worfe obtain. 
Say, inPurfuit of Profit or Delight, 
Who rifque the moil, that take wrong Means or 

right? 
Of Vice or Virtue, whether bleft or curft. 
Which meets Contempt, or which CompalCon 

firft? 

Count all th' Advantage iwofp'rous Vice attains, 

Tis but what Virtue ilics from, and diHains ^ i 

And grant the Bad what Happinefs they woo'd. 

One they muft want, which is, to pais for good. 

Here Mr. De Croufaz^s Remarks are indeed very 

extraordinary, — " To whom (fays he) »re the^ 

" Interrogatories addreffed? — If you refer your. 

^ felf to the Judgment of a Troop of young Li- 

" bertines, fuch as are to be found in great Citie^ 

" and in Artnies, you will certainly not have the 

" Laughers on your Side, tf c .* " What then ? 

J£ Rea/m require they Should, is not chat fuifi- 

cient for the Poet's Furpofe, in a Difcourfe where 

Ji£afon is continually appealed to, in a Contro- 

veify between him and them ? But our Logician's 

Perverficy is without Example. . Till now, his 

^ CammMaire, p. aSg, Z90. 

L + Quarrel 
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QiitkI with the Poet wis, tbac hU Arguownn 
flaiEcred the corrupt Sentimenis of Libeitinifoi. 
At prcfcnt he is as captiQys with him for their op- 
pofirtg thofe Sentiments. Does doc this look as if 
be were refolved to approve of nothing Mr. Pope 
couid fay? 

Our Author having thus brgely confuted the 
Miftakc of Heppintfi's confifling in Extemahy pro- 
ceeds to cxpofe [he lerrihle Consequences of 
fuch an Opinion, on the Sentiments and PradJce 
of all Sorts of Men, making the Dissolute im- 
pious and atbeifUcal, the Religious unchintabie 
and intolerant , and the Good reftleis and difcon- 
tent. For when 'cis once taken for granted^ that ' 
Happinefs csn/ifls in External, it is immediatcl}r 
feen that Hi Men are otten more happy than 
gecd:, which fcts all Conditions on objecting to 
the Ways of Providence, and Jbmc even on raflily 
ittetnpring to rcdify its Difpenlations, tho' by the 
Violation of Law, divine and human. Now this 
being the moft momentous Part of the Subjeit 
under Confideration, is defcrvedly treated moft 
at lai^e. And here it will be proper ro take no- 
tice of the exquifite Art of the Poet, in making 
this Confutation ferve, at die fame time, for a full 
Solution of all Objedions which might be made 
to his main Propofition, li>at Hafpitieft canftfis net 
in Externals. 

I. He begins, firft of all,, with the Atheisti- 
cal Cmplainerif and purfues their Impiety [from 
1. 90 
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1. 50 to I2J3 with all the Vengeance of his Elo- 
quence. 
Oh blind to Trutbj and God's whole Scheme be- 
low! 
Who fanfy Blils to Vice, to Virtue Woe: 
Who fees and follows that great Scheme the befl^ 
Beft knows the BlelHng, and will moft be bleft.- 
He expoles their Folly, even on their own No- 
tions of extendi Goods. 

I. By Examplts [from line 96 to io<)|] where be 
fhewE Jir^t that, if good Men have been untimely 
cut ofF, this is not to be alcribed to their Virtues, 
but to a Contempt of Life chat hurried them into 
Dangers. Secmily, That if they will ftill perfift 
in afcribing imtirrufy Death to Virtue, they mull 
needsj on the lame Principle, likewifc afchbe long 
Life to it. Confequenrly as the Argument, in 
Fa£ij concludes both ways, in Logic, a. conchidtf 
neither. 

But Fools the Good alone unhappy call. 
From Ills or Accidents that chance to aU. 
Say, was it Virtue, more tho' Heav'n ne'er gave. 
Lamented Dighy! funk thee to the Grave? 
Tell me, if Virtue made the Son expire. 
Why full of Days and Honour lives the Sire ? 
Why drew Marf silled good Bilhop purer Breach, 
WhcnNature ficken'd, and each Gale was Death? 
Or why fo long (in Life if long can be) 
Lent Heav'n a Parent to the Poor, and me? 
This laft Inftance of the Poet's Illuftracion of the 
Ways of Providence, the Reader fees has a pecu- 
liar 
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liiT Elegance,* where ■ TribtRe of Piety to a Fa~ 
Tint, is paid in a Return of ThanJcs to [L*i^ 
ilitetfn a Parent^ &c.] and mack: fubfervieot of 
j]Or why fa long — J his Vindicacioo of, the Grtat 
Father af all Things. 

1. He expofes their Folly [from line io8 to 
119] if Ceti^dtralimu dravm from the Syjiem af 
Nature; ani theie, two-fold. Natural and AJ^sl. 
You accufc God, fays the Poet, bccaule the good 
|4an it fubjed to Natural and Moral Evil: Let 
W ^ whence tbefe proceed. Natural .Evil is the 
ntctSuy Coofequencc of a material World fo 
coofticutcd: But that this ConftitutioD was hifi, 
we have proved in the firft Epiftle. Moral Evil 
arifeth from the depraved Will of Man: There- 
fore neither the one nor the other from God. 

What makes all Biyfical or Moral 111? 

There devUtet Nature, and here wanders Wi0. 

God fends not 111, if rightly underftoodj 

Or parual III is univerfal Good j 

Or Chance admits, or Nature lets it &1I, 
. SOion, and but rare, 'till Man improved it all. 
But you &y (adds the Poet, to thefe impioui 
Complaincrs) that tho' it be fit Man Ihould fuficr 
t'le Miferies which he brings upon himfelf, by the 
Comininion of moral Evil, yet it , feems to be 
unfic his innocent Pollerity (hould bear a Share of 
them- To this, Eiys he, I reply, 

We juft as wifely might of Heav'n complain 

That r^lueous Mel was deftroy'd by Cain, 

As 
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As thu the virtuous Son is ill at eife. 
When bit lewd Father gave the due Di&afe. 
But you will ftill fay (continues the Poet) why 
docs not God either prcvcnCj or itnmediately re-, 
pair thelcEvils? You may as well aft, why he doth 
not work coDtinoal Miracles, and every Moment 
leverfe the eftabliflied Laws of Nature: 
Shall burning /^Ma, if 4 Sage requires. 
Forget to thunder, and recal her Fires? 
On Air or Sea new Motions be impreft, 
O blamelefs Bethel! to relieve thyBreaft? 
When the loofe Mountain trembles from on high], 
Shall Gravitation ceafe, if you go by ? 
Or, fome old Temple nodding to its Fall, 
For Ciartref Head rcferve the hanging Wall ? 
This is the Force of the Poet's Rcafoning, and 
thefe the Men to whom he addrefles ir, namely, 
the Libtrtitu CaviUers againll Providence. 

11. But now, fb unhappy is the Condition of our 
corrupt Nature, that iheie are not the only Com- 
plainers. Jieligieus Men are but too apt, if not to 
j^Afi ftity yet fbmetlmes fecretly to murmur 
ig»nft Providence, and fay, iti fVays art mt equal: 
£fpcciaily thofc more inordinately devoted to a 
Sed or Party are fcandaJizcd, that the Just (fix 
foch they elleem themfelves) who are to judge the 
ff^orldj have no better Pmien in their own Inheri~ 
ianet. The Poet therefore now leaves thofe more 
fr»0igatt Complainers, and turns [from line 128 to 
1+7] to the Siiigiffujy in thefe Words : 

But 
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But ftill this World [Co firtcd for the Xn»ve)' 
Conreots us not. A better fKall we have f 
A Kittgdsm of the fufl then let it be, 
But firA conddcrhow chofe Jujl agree. 
As the oiore impious Complainers wanted ester* 
nal Goods to be the Reward of Virtue for the 
moral Mao; (b thde wiat them for the Pivm, in 
order to have a Kingdom ef the Juft. To this the 
Poet holds it fiifficicnt to anfwer : Pray, Gende- 
inen, firft agree amongst yourlelves, who thojtjufl 
are. We allow. 
The Good muft merit God's peculiar Care, 
Bui who but God can tell us who they are ? 
One thinks on Caivin Hcav'n's own Spirit fell. 
Another deems him Inftrunient of Hell : 
If CalviH feels Hcav'n's Btelling or its Rod, 
This cries, There is, and that. There is no God. 
Aa this is the Cafe, he even bids them reft iaaa- 
fied; remember his fundamental Principle, That 
whatever w, is right; and content tbemfelves (as 
their Religion teaches them to profels a more than 
oidinary Submiflion to the Ways of Providence) 
with that common Anfwer which he with lb much 
Reafon and Piety gives to every Kind of Com- 
plaincr. 

However, tho' there be yet no Kingdom of the 
Juji, there is ftill no Kingdom of the U»ju^. 
That both the Vtrtuaus and the Viciwt, whatfo- 
ever becomes of thofe whom every Seift calls the 
Faithful^ have theii Shares in exiernal Goods; 
and 



j.i:™b, Google 



Mr. POPE'S EsSAT on Man. 157 
and, what is more, ihe Firlueus have infinitely the 
moil Enjoyment in them : 

— This World, 'tis true, 
- Was made for Qt/ar, but for Titus too : 
And which more ^/^ ^ who chain'd his Country, 

fay. 
Or he whofc Vimie figh'd to lofi: s Day ? 

I have been the more careful to explain this U& 
Argument, and to Ihew againll whom it is dire:ft- 
ed, becauie much depends upon it for ihc llluflra- 
tion of the Senfe, and the juft Defence of the 
Poet. For if we fuppofe him ftiil addreding him- 
felf to thofe impieus Complainers, confuted in the 
thirty-eight preceding Lines, we fliould make him 
guilty of a Paralhgijm in the Argument about the 
J^p, and in the Iliuftration of it by the Cafe of 
Calvin. For then the Libertines afk. Why the 7^, 
that is, the moral Man, is not rewarded ? The An- 
fwcr is. That none but God can tell, who the Juji^ 
that is, the truly faithful Man, is. Where the 
Term is changed, in order to fupport the Argu- 
ment^ for about the truly Moral Man there is no 
Difpute; about the /ro^ Faithful, at ^h^Orthedox^ 
a great deal. But take the Poet right, as arguing 
here againll religieus Complainers, and the Rea- 
foning is ftrift and logical. They afk, Whythe/rw/c 
Faithful are not rewarded ? He anfwers. They may 
be for ought you know, for none but God can tell 
who they are. Mr. De Crmfa^& Objedions to 
this Rsaibning receive ali their Force from that 
wrong 
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wrong Suppofition, That the Poet was here «ri 
Euing againft Libertini ComplaineKi and conlb-' 
quencly they have no Force at all. 

nr. The Poet having difpatched thefc two Spe- 
cics of Coin{dain»^ comes now to the third aad 
ftiU more pardonable Sort, the difcontented good 
A/m, who lament only, that Virtue Jiarvts, whili 
Vice rials. To thcfe the Poet replies [from I. 146 
to 155] that admit ibis to be theCale, yet thejr 
have DO Reafoo to complain, cither of the good 
Man's Lot in particular, or of the Dilpeilfation of 
Providence in general. Not of thcj/orwwj be* 
caufe Happine/ij the Reward of Virtue, conlilb 
not in Externals ; nor of the iatler, becaufc ill Men 
may gain Wealth by commendable Induftry, good 
Men want Neceflaries through Indolence or bad 
Condud. 

Bli: as modell as this CompUint feems at firft. 
View, the Poet next ihews [from 1. 154 to idj] 
that it is founded on a Princ^Ie of the highefb 
Extravagance, which will never let [be difcontent- 
ed gaod Man reft, till he becomes as vain and 
foolifh in his Imaginations as the very worft fort 
of Complainers. For that when once he b^ins 
to think he -wanes what is his due, he will ttever 
Icnow where to ftop, while God has any thuig K> 
pve. 

But this is not all, he proves next [from 1. 16^ 

to 175} that the(e Demands are not only wireafi- 

naMej but in the bigheft degree ai/tird lilcewife). 

^or chat thofe very Gsedsj if granted, would be the 

Dejlrv 
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t>^ni£fiBn of that Virtue for which they ai* Ac- 
imnded as a Reward. He concludes therefore oa 
the whole, that. 

What ootfaing eanhly gives, or can dcftroy. 

The Soul's calm Sunfhine, and the heart-fdtjor, 

Is Virtue's Prize. — 
But the Poet now enters more at iai^c upon the 
Matter: And itill continuing hit Difcourfc to riot 
third Son of Complaincrs (whom he indulges u 
much more pardon^le than the frjl or feconJ jn 
rectifying all their Doubts and Miftakes) prov<» 
both from Reafin and Example, how unable any 
of thofe things ire, which tte WoHd moft ad- 
mires, to make ^good Man ha^y. For, « to the 
fhilofiphii Miftakes concerning Happioefc, thete 
being little Danger of their making a generaJ Jro- 
preffion, the Poet, after a fliort Confutatiot^ tmj 
difiniffed tbem all together. But external Goadi 
are thofe Syrens, which fo bewitch the World wnh 
Dreams of Happ'tnefsj that of all Things the moft 
diflScult is, to awaken it out of its Delufions ; tho* 
as he proTCS, in an exaft Review of the moftPte- 
tending, they di^cmour had Men, and add no 
Luftre to the Gsod. That k is only this third and 
lealt criminal Sort of Coinplainers, againQ whidt 
the remaining Part of the Difcourfc is levelled, 
iq>pe»TB from Ae Poet's fo frequently addrdSi^ 
bimfelf, wkile he inforces hie Arguments in Behalf 
oC ProvidedBre, from henceforward to his Friend. 

I. He *egip*tbcre*bre [from line 174 to i^^l 
widi 
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vith confkleriDg Riches, i. He examines grft, 
f/bat there is of ria! Value in them, and Chews, 
they can give the goad Man only thai very Con- 
tEncmcnt he had before, or, at moft, but bimhen 
bim with a Truft lo be dilpenfed for the Bene&c 
of others: 

For Rich£s, can they give but to the Juft 
His eum ConUntmentj or anathtr's Truji? 
Since the ^W Man efteemsall, befidewhat is fufB- 
eient to fupply him with the Conveniencies of 
Life, as cntrufled to him by Providence, for the 
fiu^lial of others Ncceffiries. 

"Tis true, he tells us clfewhcre, that another Sort 
tS geod Men are of a different Opinion : 
The grave Sir Gilieri holds it for a Rule, 
That fv'ry Man in Want is Ktwvi or Fool: 
God camot love (fays Blunt, with lifted Eyes) 
The Wretch he Jlarogt — and piouily denies. 

Of the Ufe of Riches, \.iO-i 
And thefe are they to wbom he here alludes, 
where he fays, 
O Fool I to think God hates the worthy Mind, 
The Lover, and the Love, of Human-kind, 
Whofc Life is healthful, and whofe Confcience 

clear, 
Becaufe he wants a thoufand Founds a Year! 
The Poet next examines the imaginary Value of 
Riches, as the Fountain of Honour. For his Ad- 
verferies Objciftion Hands thus: — As Honour is the 
genuine Claim of Vinue, and Shame the juft Re- 
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tribution of Vice ; and as Hamiir, in their Opi- 
nion, follows Riches, and Shame Poveuy; there- 
fore the gosd Man fliould be rich. — He tells them 
in this they arc much miftaken: 

Honour and Shame from no Condition rife^ 
Aft well your Part, there all the Honour lies. 
What Power then has Feriune over the Manf 
None at all. For, as her Favours can confer nei- 
ther Worth nor Wifdom; fo neither can her D'tf- 
pleafure cure him of any of his Fellies. On his 
Garb indeed ftie has Tome little InBuencej but bis 
Heart ftiU remains the fame : 
Fertune in Men has fome fmall DiEfrence made, 
One_^an« in Rags, oaz Jlutters in Brocade, 
II. Then, as toNoBiLirr, by Creation or Birlh^ 
this too befliews [from 1. 151s to 207} 15, iniifdf, 
as devoid of all real Worth as the relt : Becaufe, 
in the Jirji Cafe the Title is generally gained by no 
Merit at all j 
Stuck o'er with Titles, and hung round with 



That thou may'A be by Kings, or Whores of 

Kings. 
In the fecotid^ by the Merit of the firft Founder 
of the Family, which will always, when rcfledSed 
on, be rather the Subject of MortificatiBn than 
Ghry^ 
Go! if your ancient, but ignoble. Blood 
Has crept diro' Scoundrels ever fince the Flood, 
M Go! 
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Go ! and pretend your Family is youngs 
Nor own your Fathers bave been Fools Co long. 

III. The Poet in the ncuc Place [from 1. 306 to 
227] unmasks the falfe Pretences of Greatness, 
whereby it is feen that the Hera and PslilUiam 
(the two Charafters which would monopolize that 
Quality) after all their Buftle, effeft only this, if 
they want Virtue, that Ac one proves himfdf % 
Foalj and the other a Knave : And Firtue they but 
too generally tvaitt. The Art ^ Henifm being 
tinderftood to confift in Ravage «fld De/alatim; 
and the jfri of Ptliiks^ in Grcamvmttm. Now 

— Grant that thole can conquer, ihefe can cheai^ 
'TisPhrafe abfiird to call a fiSm, Great: 
Who wickedly is wife, or madly brave. 
Is but the more a Feel, the more a Knave, 
It is not Succefs therefore that conftitutes true 
Greattufs; hat iht End aimtii at ■, and the Meam 
which are employed: And if theie be right, Glory 
will be the Reuiard, whatever be die I^e .- 
Who noble Ends by noble Means obtains. 
Or failings fmiles in Exile or in Chains, 
Like good Aurelius let him reign, or bleed 
Like Socrates, that Man is great indeed. 

IV. With regard to Fams, that ftill mcwe liin- 
tafiic BlefEng, be Ihews [|from 1. 32<S to 24*}] that 
all of it, befides what we hear ourfelves, is merely 
nothings and that even of this fmall Portion, no 
more of it gives the Podellbr a real Satisfa^ion, 
than what is the Fruit of Virtue. 

All 
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All Pame is foreign, but of true Defert, 
Plays round the //W, but comes not neer the 
Heart 
Thus he (hews, chit Htmur, NebUiiy, Greatnefsy 
Glory, [o hr is they have ttiy thiiig real and Tub- 
ftantial, that is, lb iar as the]* contribute to the 
Hoppimfs of the Poffeffor, are the fole Ifliie of 
Virtue^ and that neither Rhhrs, Courts, Armiis, 
tor die Ptptikei, are capable of conferring th«n. 

V. But laftly, the Poet proves [from I. 34.8 to 
3551] that as w ucttrnat Goods can make Man 
happy, fo neither is it in the Power of all interhal. 
For, that even Superior Parts bring no more 
real Happineis to the Poffeflbr, than the reft, nay, 
put him into ■ worfe Condition; for that the 
Quicknefe of Apprehenfion, and Depth of Pene- 
tration do but fharpen the Miferies of Life: 
In Parts fuperior, what Advantage lies ? 
Tell (for You can) what is it to be wife ? 
Tis but to know how little can be known j 
To fee all others Faults, and feel our own, £?f. 
Painful Pre-eminence! yourfeif to view 
jtbave Lif/s H^toimft, anil iu Comforts tea. 
This to his Friend — nor does it at all conrradiift 
what he had faid to him concerning Happintfs in 
the Beginning of the Epiftle: 
Tis never to be bought, but always free. 
And fl;d from Monarchs, St. Jehn ! dwells with 
thee. 
For he is now proving that nothing either exter- 
M2 nal 
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nal to Man, or what is not in his own Power, 
and of his own Acquiremenr, can make him hap- 
py hert. Tlie moft piaufible Rival of Virtue is 
Knowledge. Yet even this, be fays, is lb far from 
giving any degree of real Happinefs, that ic 
deprives Men of thofe commim Comferts of Life, 
which are a kind of Support to us under the Want 
of Happinefs: Such as the more innocent of thofc 
Delu/ions which he Ipeaks of in the lecond Epiftle, 
where be iays, 

Till then, Opinion gilds with varyingRays 

Thofe painted Clouds, that beautify ourDays,i#.r. 
1. 2ily. 

Now KnoTvUdge (as is here faid) dejtrays all thofe 
Comforts, byfetting Man ab»v' Life^i Wtahuffes: 
So that in him, who chinks to attain Happinefs by 
Knowltdge^ the Fable is reveried, and in a prepo- 
fterous Attempt to gain the Suhjiance, he lofcs even 
the Shadow. This I take to be the true Senfe 
of this fine Stroke of Satire, on the wrong Pur- 
fuits after Happinefs. 

Having thus proved how empty and uDfatis&- 
flory all thefe Greateft encrnal Goods, are, from 
an Examination of their Nature, the Poet pro- 
ceeds to llrengthen his Argument [|from 1. 258 to 
^99] ^y f'^^'^ iy/Q farther CoaiidermonSy 

ij}^ That the Acquirement of thefe Goods ia 
made with the Lois of one another; or of greater, 
. cither as inconfiftent with them, or as fpent in at- 
taining them: 

How 
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-How much of oiher each is fure to coft ? 
How each for other oft is wholly loft ? 
How inconfiftenc greater Goods with thele? 
How Ibraetimes Life is rifqu'd, and always Eafc ? 
iiifyy That the Pofleflbrs of each of thefe Goods 
are generally fuch as are fo far from railing Envy 
in a good Man, that he would refiife to take their 
- P^fons, tbo' accompanied with their PoiTeflioas. 
And this the Poet illuilrates by Examples : 
Think, and if ftill the Things thy Envy call. 
Say, would'ft thou be the Man to whom they 
fidl? &c. 
^dly. Nay, that even the PofledTon of them all 
t<^ether, where they have excluded Vinue, only 
terminates in more enormous Mifery : 
If all, united, thy Ambition call. 
From ancient Story learn to fcorn them all. 
There, in theiiiVi, iheHoneufd, f am V, andGrear, 
See the i^lfe Scale of Happinels complete! 
Mark by what wretched Steps their Glory grows. 
From Dirt and Sea-weed, as proud Venicetofc, fsfc. 
Having thus at length fliewn, that Happinefs con- 
fifts neither in any external Goods, nor in all kinds 
of internal, that is, fuch of them as are not of our 
own Acquirement, he concludes [from 1. 298 to 
301] that it is to be found in Virtue alone : 
Know then this Truth (enough for Man to know) 
Virtue alone is Happinefs below. 
Which the Tranllator turns thus : 

M 3 Appren 
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Appren done qu'il o'eft poinc icy has dc Bmbtur 

Si la Vertu tu rigU el I'Efprit^ et U Caur. 
i. e. Learn thenfore that there is no Happinefs here 
heloiv, if Virtue d»es not regulate the Heart and the 
Vndirftanding, which deflroys the whole Forge of 
the Poei's Conclufion. He had proved, that Hap- 
pinefs confifts neither in txttmal GotdSj as the Vul- 
gar imagined, nor yet in the vijiamtry Purruits of 
the Phikfofhers : He therefore concludes that it 
conlifls m Virtue alojie. His TVanflator fty^ 
without Virtue then can be no Happinefs. And fo 
fay [he Men againft whom the Poei is here ai^u- 
ing. For tho' they fuppofed txtemal Goods re- 
quifite to Happinels, yet it was, when «njoy'd ac- 
cording to the Rules of Virtue. Mr, Pisfrlays, 

Virtue ALONE is Happinefs below, 
and fo ought hia TranQator to have faid after bim. 

Hitherto the Poet had proved, negatively, 
that Happinefs cmfijls in Virtue, by fliswtng it COO- 
Cftcd not in any other thing. He now ffroni 1. 
300 to 317] provoa the fame positively, by an 
Enumeration of its ^alities, all naturally adapcd 
to give, and to iacreafe human Happine^: As itt 
Confiancy, Capacity, Vigour, Efficacy^ Asivity, 
Moderation, and Self-fufficipscy : 

The only Point where human Blifs ftandsftill. 

And tattcs the Good, without tb? Fall to 111 ; 

Without Satiety, tho' e'er fo Wefs'd, 

And but more reli/h'd, as the more diftre£'d : 
Good, 
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Good, from each ObjeA, from each Flace, k- 

quir'd. 
For ever exercis'd, y« never tir'd ; 
Never elated, while one Man's opprefs'd ; 
Never dejcftcd, while another's blefs'd j 
And where no Wants, no Wiflies can remaio. 
Since, but towifli more Vinue, is ro gain. 
Having thus proved that Happiitt/s is indeed pla- 
ced ie^r/u^, be proves next [from I. 3 id to 319^ 
that it is RIGHTLY placed there: For, that then, 
and then oiUy, all may partake of ic, and All be 
capable of reliihiiig it : 
See the fole BliSHeav'n cmld 00 All beftow. 
Which who but feels can tafte, but [hinlis caa 
know. 
The Poet then obierves, with fome Indignation, 
[from i. 318 to 331] that as eafy and as evident as 
this Truth was, yet Richti aad/al/e Phihfophy had 
fo blinded the Perception, even of mprovedMrnds^ 
that the PoiTcfTors of the firjl placed Happincfs in 
Externalsj unfuitablc to Man's Nature -, and the 
Followers of the /alter in refined Fijions, unfait- 
aHe to his Situation: While the fimpte-minded 
Man, with Nature only ibr his Guide, foond 
plainly in what it ihould be placed : 

Yet paor with Fortune, and with Leam'm£ biind. 
The Bad null mi^, the Good untaught will find j 
Slave to no Seft, who takes no private Road, 
But leeks thrif Nature up to Nqture'i God. 

M 4. Putfucs 
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■ Purfues that Chain, which linb iV immenfe De- 

Joins Heav'n and Earth, and Monal and Divine. 
Sees that no Being any Biils can know, 
Buc touches feme above, and fome below; 
Leains, from this Union of the riling IVheU^ 
The firft laft Purpofe of the human Soulj 
And knows where Faith, Law, Morals, all began. 
All end, inLovE ofGod,ano Love of Man. 
To this Mr. De Croufaz, — " I made my Re- 
" markc as I went along, in reading the Poem of 
" Mr. Du Refnil-^ and, in Proporcion as I advan- 
*' ccd in it, 1 have had the moll agreeable Satis- 
" faflion to 6nd, that my CommeDtaries have 
" been too haity ajid immature on this Poemj in 
*' fo clear a Light has the iiiuftrious Abbe placed 
" thofc Truths, which the Profe Tranflator had 
" delivered with much lels Precifenefs. In this 
" Tranflitlon I evidently meet with the fiicred 
" Terms of Talih, Hope, and Charity; but I 
" don't know where he had them. And it is not 
" eafy for me to find, how the Ideas which I have 
*' been accufttsned to fix to them can agree with 
*' them. I am puizled to know what they have 
" to do here'." 

This, to ufe our Critic's own Words, is a Speci- 
men of that Gallimtias, which runs through bis 
whole Commentary. He fufpefts, he approves, 

■ Cfmmimtaire, p. 331. 
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he doubts, he applauds ; but it all ends in Calumny 
and Condethuatioa. Here you have an old Vete- 
ran Controverfialift of fevmty-five, who gives the 
World his fecerui Thoughts (for he had publiflied 
bis Exanun before he wrote his CommentaTy) telling 
us that he fcribled at random, and made the 
greateft Pare of his Remarks before he had read 
over the Book he wrote againft ; A Book that con. 
rainsar^Iar, wdl-digefted Syftem, whole Parcs^ 
having a mutual Dependancc, neceflarily fupport 
and illuftrate one another. But if a Man would 
make fo free with himfeif as to tell this ftrange 
Story to the World, which certainly he had a Right 
to do, be (hould, as his moral Charafter was con- 
cerned, have made Sarisfadtion for his Folly, by 
flriking out all thofe odious Imputations with 
which the fbregoii^ Pan of his Commentary 
abounds. Inftead of this, he was not only content 
to leave the Calumnies of Fatalifm and Spiniizifin 
un-retraded ; but has thought fit to renew them, 
even after this Confeffion of his hafty, immature 
Way of Writing. Ah ! mi^era mens hominis, 
quo te fatum fepiffime trahic ! What but this 
could have forced bim to write a whole Book in 
, Concradiftion Co the very Princ'ipU he himfeif lays 
down to proceed by? An ovtr-fcrupulsui Exaiii- 
tude (lays he) vjould hurt the very End of Poetry. 
But we nmji make it a Lavj to interpret one Ex~ 
preJJioH by another, for fear of attributing Notions 
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U « Patt thai wmld bt injurieus tt him ^ 

But to retwn : This is not all ^ the Pact Hmws 
finber [from 1. 330 to 3,1.3] th«, when the (iinplf^ 
oiinded Man, on his firll felling oue in the PurAiic 
oS Tnitb, in order to Happioels, has bad the 
Wii<lom 

Ta look tbri^ Natare up t» Nmttr^s GtJ, 
inftead of adhering to any Sed or Party, where 
ibere was fo great Odds of his chufing wrong ; 
That then the BeDe6t of gaining the KmtwUJgt 9f 
Ctd't WiU wriitm in the Mind, is not there con- 
fined; for that Handing on this Jure Fnndatian, he 
t* now m kngir in Danger of chuGng wrong, &• 
Kn^Jwh Divfrfities of Religions; but by puriu- 
iog this grand Scheme of Univcrfal Benevolence 
m Prailice, as well as TTitory, he arrives at length 
to the Krutulidge ef the revealed mil of God, 
which is the Confummaiien of the Syjlem af Beru- 
vatmee: 

For him alone Hope leids from Gole to Golc, 

And opens ftill, and opens on his SOu), 

Till Icngthen'd on to F^iith, and unconfin'd, 

It pours the Blifs, that fills up all the Mind. 

But let us once more hear Mr. De Crev/az : " W« 

*• are brought (fays he) at length to the Truths of 

" Revelatien. — See Man once again re-eftabliflied in 

" his Rights, raifed as far above Brutes as Heaven 

" is above the Eanh. How infinite a Difference 

^ Cmimeniaire, p. 196. 
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** between what one leads in this fattrA E[HftIc, 
** and what the Poet ventured to propolc in the 
'^ firft, and in part of the two following f There, 
" oirrupt Mindt thought they read their own Sen- 
" timents; and even this, which we find here, is 
** infufficicnt to bring them back again from thev 
*' Preventions ^" 

That the three firft Epiftles have noihii^ cwi- 
trary to x'ac fourth, we have not only fufficiently 
evinced, but l]]ewn lilcewife, that the Dodrine of 
this laji, {o much approved by Mr, Di Croufa^ 
is the neceflary Confequence of that laid down in 
every one of the preceding^ fo much condemned 
by him. Bur, that corrupt Miudi thought they riad 
tbtir own Se/itimmti there, nay, that it will l>e hard 
to bring them hack again from their Preventietti, I 
can ealily conceive; becaufc, not oa\y Partielitj- 
to Mens eivn Opinions, but Prejudice dgainlt: the 
Opinions of others, may make them fancy they 
fee Doiftrines in a celebrated Writer^ which are in- 
deed not there. And then, Self-love on the one 
hand, and Self-conceit on the other, may eafjy 
keep both in their feveral Dclufions, againfl all 
the Power of Conviftion. 

To proceed, The Poet, in the laft Place, marks 
out [from 1. 342 to j(S3] the Progrefs of bis Good 
Man^s Benevolence, pulhed thro' natural Religion 
to revealed, 'till it arrives to that Height, which 
the Sacred Writers defcribe as the very Summit 

* Commentaire, p. 332, 333. 
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of Cbriftuin Perfeetkn : And (hews how the Pro- 
grefo of hmnan differs from the Progrefs of divine 
Benevolence. That the itvim defcends from 
Whole to Pans; but that the himan mull rife from 
individual to unireifal. And with this rapturous 
Defcription the Subjeifl of the Epiflle dofes : 
Self-bvt thus pufh'd to fbcial, to divine. 
Gives thee tomakethy Neighbour's Bleffingthine: 
Is this too little for the boundlcis Heart? 
Enend it, let thy Enemies have Part. 
Grafp the whole Worlds of Reafon, Life, and 

Senfe, 
In one dole Syftem of Benevolence. 
Happier, as kinder! in whate'er Degree, 
And height of Bliss, but height of Cha- 

RITT, 

God lovesfrom Whole roParts; buthumanSoul 
Muft rife from Individual to tlie Whole. 
Stlf-love but ferves the virtuous Mind to wake. 
As the fmall Pebble ftirs the peaceful Lake \ 
The Centre mov'd, a Circle ftrait fucceeds. 
Another ftill, and ftill another fpreads, ttfc. 
The laft Part of the Obfervation is important. 
Rdchefacault^ Efprit^ and thetr wordy Difciple 
MundevilU, hid obferved, that Self-lave was the 
Origin of all thofe Virtues Mankind moft ad- 
mire; and therefore foolifiily fup-pofed it was the 
End likewife : And lb, taught that the higheft Pre- 
tences to Difuitercftednefs were only the more art- 
ful Difguifes of Self-lovt. But Mr. Pofe^ who 
iays 
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fiiys, fonocwhcre or other, 

Of human Nature Wic its worft may wril^ 
We all revere it in our own Dcfpite, 
faw, as well as they, and every body elfe, that the 
Paflions began in s/lf-love; -yet heundcrftood hu- 
man Nature better than to imagine they terminat- 
ed there. He knew that Rcafon and Religioa 
could convert Selfijhnefs into its very oppofitej 
and therefore tiaches that 

Silf'hfut but ferves the virtuous Mind to wak^ 
and thus hath vindicated the Dignity of hutnan 
Nature^ and the pbilolbphic Truth of the Chri- 
flian Do^ne. 

But let us turn once more to Mr. Di Crmfax^ 
who, conftant to bimfclf, concludes, in the fame 
even tenor in which he firft fet out. " A Man 
** (fays he) muft ufe fomc Efforts to go even fo 
" ^r as to love hi^ Enemies. — But as to what coa- 
*' ccrns all Parts of the Univcrfc, and all the liv- 
*• ing Beings that inhabit it, as well ihofe we fee 
" not, as thofe wc do fee, we find nothing ia 
" ourfelves repugnant indeed to thrf giving them 
**■ our Love ; but then, on the other hand, we do 
" not feel any Morions towards the rendering it 
" to them. And while fo great a Number of Ob- 
" jefts, with which we are clofely furroundcd, 
** demand our Attention and Concern, it appears 
" not only fuperfluous but even irrational, to tcaze 
** ourfelves with I cannot tell what Kind of Ten- 
" demi^ 
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** demefs, for the Inhabitants of Jupiter, We.** 

This prcfents him with a pleafaot Idea, and he 
ptirrucs it with hit ufual Grace and Vivacity. 

After thi( one vould fcarce think that in the 
very next Words he fliould confute himTelf, an- 
swer his own Objeiftions, and vindicate the very 
Charity be had ridiculed. And yet this he now 
does, as much without Fear, as the other was with- 
but Wit. *' I own (fays he) that a Soul devoted 
** to its Creator, and ftnick and raifed wuh Admi- 
" ration at the attentive View of his mere corpo* 
" real Creation, wodd be ready to lend thcrfe Be- 
" ings his Voice and Sentiments, in order to join 
** with thetn in an Offering of Praife and Thankf- 
** giving, to their common Creator, whofe Glory 
** they fo magnificently declare, tho' without my 
** Knowledge of the Truth which they proclaim. 
*' Nay, I go ftrther, and fay, that a Soul fo ianfti- 
** Ecd, attd at ±e Ikme time well alTured, that 
"■ there are innumerable Choirs of happy In- 
" telligences, who continually adore their Oeat(K 
** in extatic Raptures, far furpalEng our Concep- 
" tions, will iutgratidatt with ihem on their Gloty 
" and Felicity'." Here we fee defcribed, and 
to fay the Truth, not ill, that very State of Mind 
which produced the Raptures of our admirable 
Poet: 

Grafp the whole Worlds of Reafon, Life, and 
Senfc, 

In one clofe Syftem of Benevolence. 

^Ctmmntairt, p. J36. fib. 337, 338. 

Happier, 
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Happier, as kinder ! is whate'er Degree, 
And hei^t of Blils but height of Quritf. 
No, ^fi our Critic, who would fiill luep on foot 
the Cenfure he bimfelf bu'ovcnhrowo; the Ele- 
vations I rpeak of, are not Eleuamni ef Chari^ 
for tbefi gleruus InieiJigtiuis. ffe are tht Oi- 
jeffj ^ thtir Charity ^ net thej tf hits'. Egre- 
gious Philofopher! By Charity, Mr. /*o^< not onlf 
meam Beocvolence, but cxprrfly c^lU it Je. And 
Bentvelaut furcly may be as well cxerciled i»wmJg 
Superiors, ts by them. 

But he proceeds, — " This pretended chimeric;d 
" Afie^<m can hare no Foundation but is die 
^ chimerical Syftem of a Wh»U^ of which we 
"■ make a Part, aad, of wiiich all the Parts with- 
^ Exception, are fo dependent on each other, tbai^ 
'^ if any mt tnJy be difplaced, or never fo little 
*' deviating from its proper Fumftion, that DiJbr- 
" der will afieA the reA, and fpread itfdf over 
" the Whelt : And, by confequence, extend to 11% 
" who make an cflential Part c^ that Whole. 
" Self-love therefore, interefts icfelf in every thing 
" that exidsand moves," Sei/!gvev/»s never i«c 
on fuch an Errand, no not by Rxhefaceult or £/l 
pril, the' they forced it to do all their Drudgciy. 
Here, a Man who never yet once rightly uaderflood 
what his Advetfery did fay, will now pretend to 
guefs at his Rtafens far faying. One might have 
forefeeo with what Succds. But fomcthiog be 

f Cawuuntaire, p. 338. 
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has taught us, and that is, to reft content with the 
Poet's own Reafoning. His Argument then for 
this extended Benevolence, is, that as God has 
made a WhoU^ whofe Pans have a perfeft Rdation 
to, and an entire Dependency on each other, Man, 
in extending his Benevolence throughout that 
Whale, afts in Conformity to the Will of his 
Creator J and therefore, this Enlargement of his 
Affeftion becomes a Duty. 

But the Poet hath not only (hewn his Piety in 
tflis Precept, but the utmoft Art and Aidrefs like- 
Wife in the 'Btfpfitim of it. The EJfay on Man^ 
Opens with expofing the Murmurlngs, and impi- 
ous Conclufions of foolilh Men againft the prefenc 
Conftitution of Things . As it proceeds, it occa- 
fionally dcteds all thofc falfe Principles and Opi- 
nions that led them to conclude thus perverfely. 
Having now done all that was neceOary in Specu- 
latian, the Poet turns to Praifice ; and ends his 
Effay with the Recommendation of an acknowledg- 
ed Vinue, Cbarily, which, if exercifed in the Ex- 
tent that Conformity to the Will of God requires, 
would efie^ually prevent all Complaints againftthe 
prefent Order of Things : Such Complaints be- 
ing made with a total Difregard to every thing, 
but their own private Syjlem ; and feeking Reme- 
dy in the Diforder, and ai the Expence of all 
the reft. 

The Art and Contrivance, we fee, is truly adtni- 

rable. But Mr. De Cravfax purfues his own Ideas. 

For to know Mr. P^i's feems to hqve been his 

leaft 
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leaft Concern throughoijt liis whole Ctmmenteny, 
*' This Syllem [namely of a If^olt] will carry us 
" to a great length. Miracles^ which deviate fi'om 
" the ordinary Coorfe of Nature, tnuft pafs from 
*' henceforward as idle Fable. [Obferve his rea- 
fbn] " It was impoCIible that any kind of thing 
*' which has happened, Ihould not have happened, 
*' or not have happened in the Manner it hath *," 
As to Mr. Papis Fataltfm, we have faid enough of 
that Matter already. But now, if, for Difpucation's 
Sake, we admit what, forXruth'sSake, we muft re- 
ject, according to my Notions of Logic ihts 
Conclufion would follow, that ihtrtfare Miracles 
ceuld net but have tien; not Mr. Crimfti%\ that 
therefore they never eatild he. Miracles are proved, 
like other Matters of Fa^, by human TeJIimmy : 
If thai fays, Iron at one time fwam, at other times 
funk, and we fuppofe Things ordered fatally j thefe 
two Events were equally necejfary : So that to make 
out his ConcluGon, he muft be forced to add down- 
ri^t Athetfm to his Tate. 

Mr. Dt Crmfa% has now puflied Matters to a 
decent Length. He has feid, the Poet's Bx- 
tent of Charity was irrational^ — the Sy/lem en 
which it vjas founded chimtrtcal — that it ended in 
Fate^tttid overthrew all Aftracles. One would 
imagine this Ihould have fatisfied the moll or- 
thodox Refentment.' But there wanted fome- 
thing to make a right polemical Climax. To crowa 

■ Cfwmentairi, p. 339. 
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the Whole, therefore, he tells us, thar, *' According 
** to the Poet, the Univetfe would not have 
*' been a Work fuiSciently worthy of God, had 
** there not been Atheifts, Superftiiious, PerfecUf 
" tors. Tyrants, Idolaters, AiTaffins, and Poifon- 
** ers ''." What I can find in the £ffay coming 
ncireil to this, is, That thoic Milchieis do not 
deform God's Creation; beeauft the divine Art is 
inceffantly producing Good out of Evil: And 
that as this Univerfe is the beft of 3II ihofe in 
God's Idea, therefore, whatever is, is right, with 
refped to that Univerfe: Either as tending, in its 
eujn Nature, to the Perfedion of it, or made fo 
to tend by infinite Wifdom, contrary f« iii Nature. 
The true Confequence drawn from all this, is, 
nat an Univerfe with AtheiJIs, SuperJIitieuSj Sec. 
is fufflciently worthy of God. How that can infer 
this other. That the Univerfe would not have been a 
JVork fuffidently worthy of God^ had there not been 
Jtheifls, Superptious, &cc. I leave Mr. De Crou- 
fax to draw out by his own Logicy or, which feems 
the more duiftile of the two, his own Confcience. 
The Poet's Addrefs to his Friend, which fol- 
lows, and clofes this Epijile, comes not within the 
pefign of thefe Obfervations j which are only to 
pxplain the Phihfophy and Reafoning of the E£af 
cn Man. Otherwife, this finglc Apoftrophe would 
furniih a Critic with Examples of every one of 
ihofe five Species of plocution, from whichj as 

KCommentaIre, p. 34a 
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pKita its Sources, Lmgims deduceth the SuB* 

Lime ^ 

I. The firft and chief is a Grandeur and Sub* 

limity of Canctpttm : 

Come then, tny Friend! my GeiiiUs come alon^ 
O Mafter of the Poet, and the Song! 
And while the Mufe now (loops, and now alccndsj 
ToMan'slowPaffions, or their glorious Ends, 
3. The Sccmd, that Pathetic Enlhufiafm, which 

at the fame lime melts and enftames: 
Teach me, like rhce, in various Nature wife. 
To &il with Dignity, with Temper rifc, 
Form'd by thy Convcrfe, happily to ftecr 
From grave to gay, from lively to fcver^ 
Corred with Spirit, eloquent with Safe, 
Intent to reafon, or polite to plcafe. 
5. A certain elegant Formation and OrdcnarUe of 

Figures : 
O! whilealongiheSrrcamof Time, thy Name 
Expanded 8ies, and gathers all its Fame, 
Say, fliall my little Bark attendant fail, 
Purfue the Triumph and partake the Gale? 
4. A fplmdid DiiliBn : 

•—•■All »i;y«l Ti«( iiffii T i'i-tirofiaf. I. TJfuTei (tit 
"(■ 4- H yinaia p5«i7-({. 5. IlffMrls ii fiiyiBo-jf shtki, 

N a When 
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When Statefmen, Heroes, Kings, in Dull repofe,' 
Whofe Sods fiiall bluDi their Fathers were thy 

Fott, 
Shall then thi$ Verfe to future ^e pretend 
Thou wert my Guide, Philofopher, and Friend? 
That, u^d by thee, I turn'd the tuneful Art, 
From Sounds to Things, from Fancy to ifae Heart; 
For Wit's falft Mirror held up Nature's Light ; 
knA fifthly J which includes in it/elf all the rejl^ a 
IVeighi and Dignity in the Compafttion : 
Shew'd erring Pride whatever is, is Right; 
That Reason, Passion, anfwer*w^m/AiM; 
That trueSELF-LovE and Social are theSAMB; 
That Virtue only makes our Bliss belowj 
And all our Knowledge is Ourselves to know ? 
But this, «s we fay, is not our Province at pre- 
tcnt. I fliall therefore content myfelf with an Ob- 
fervation, which this fublime Recapitulation of the 
general Argument, in the laft Lines, affords tne to 
conclude with. Which is, of one great Beauty 
that fhincs thro' the whole EJiiy. It is this, that 
the Poet, whether he fpeaks of Man as an Indi- 
vidualf a Member of Secieiy, or the Subjedl of 
Happimfs, never mifTcth an Opportunity, while 
he is explaining his State under any of thefe Ca- 
pacities, to illuflrate it, in the molt anfiil ^^anne^, 
by the Inforcement of his grand Principle, That 
every thing tends to the Good ef the IVheU. From 
whence his Syflem receives the reciprocal Advan- 
tage of having that grand Theorem realized by 
Falls, 
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Fa^It, and his Faffs jufti6ed on 3 Principle of 
Right or Nature. 

Thus have I endeavoured to analyfe, and ex- 
plain the noble Rcaibning of thefc four Epiftles. 
Enough I prefume to convince our Critic's Friends 
ihacic hath a Predfion, Force, andClofenef!; of Con- 
nection, rarely to be met with, even in the tnoft 
formal Treatifes of Philofophy. Yet in doing this, 
'tis but too evident I have deftroyed that Grace 
and Enei^y which animates the Original. So right 
was Mr. Pipii Prediftion of the Event of fuch 
an Undertaking, where he fays, in his Preface, 
that, he was unable to treat this Pari «/" his SuiJeiJ 
more in Detail^ vjithout becoming dry and tedious. 
And now let the Reader believe, if he be lb dif- 
pofed, what our great Logician inlinuates to be 
his own Sentiments, as well as thofe of his 
Friends, " That certain Perfons have conjeftured ' 
*' that Mr. Pope did not compofc this EJfay at once, 
" and in a regular Order; but that after he had 
*' wrote leveral Fragments of Poetry, ail finilhed 
" in their Kind ; one, for Example, on the Pa- 
*' rallel between Reafan and hftinU; another, 
" Upon Man's groundle&i*riW^ ; anoEher, on the 
*' Prerogatives oi human Nature-^ another, on Re- 
*• ligion and Superjiitian -^ another, on the Origi~ 
" ml of Society i and feveral Fragments befidcs, 
*' on Self-lavf and the Pajftons-^ he tack'd chefc 
** together as he could, and divided them into 
" four Epiftles, ac, ic is fcid, was the Fortune of 
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*• HunuT'^ Rhapfodies'^." Yes, I believe juft n 
much of Mr. Pofe\ Rhapfadits^ as I do of Ho~ 
ma's. Bu: if this be the Cafe, that the Leavet 
oftbefe twa great Psett were wrote at random, 
lofTcd about, and afterwards put in Order, like the 
Cumaan Sibyb; then, what we have till now 
thought an old lying Bravado of the Poets, Thai 
they wrate by Itijpiratian, will become a fober 
Truth. For, if Chance could not produce them, 
and hianan Defign had no hand in them, what 
muft we conclude, but that they are, what they arc 
fo commonly called. Divine? 

However, fo honourable an Account of Rhap- 
fhdy Writing fliould by all means be encouraged, 
as Matter of Confolation to certain modem Wri- 
ters in Divinity and Politics. But the Mifchief is, 
our Logician has given us an unlucky Proof in his 
own Oife, that ail Rhapfodijfs ^xe not fo happy. 

To be ferious : As to Hamer, one might hope, 
by this time, thofe old exploded Fooleries about 
his Rhapfodiei, would be forgotten. But as to his 
Tranjktor, it muft be owned, he has given Caufc 
enough of Difguft to our Phi'afophers and Men ef 
Reajon. Till this time, every Poet, good or bad, ftuck 
fairly to his Profeflion: But Mr. Pope, now the 
hit of the poetic Line amongft us, on whom the 
lai^ Patrimony of his whole Race is devolved, 
ieems dcfirous, as is natural in fuchCafes, to ally him- 
Iclf to a more lafting Family,- and fo, after having 

f Cmpunlaire, p. 346. 
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dirponed himfelf at Will, in the flowery Paths of 
Fancy, and revelled in all the Favours of the Mii- 
fes, boafts of having taken up in time, and court- 
ed and elpoufcd Truth : 

That not in Fancy's Maze he wandcr'd loo^ 
But ftoop'd to Truth^ and moraliz'd bis Song. 
But now, in what Light, muft we think, will the 
graver Chriftian Reader regard the Calumnies we 
have here confuted ? How lad an Idea will this 
give him of the frefmi Spirit of Chriftian Profcf- 
Jion, that a Work, wrote folely to recommend the 
Charity that Religion fo flrongly inforceih, and 
breaching nothing but Love to God and univerfal 
Good-will to Man, fhould bring upon the Author 
fuch a Storm of uncharitable Btttemefs and Calum- 
ny, and that, from a pretended Advocate of Chri- 
ftianicy? A Religion, the very Vitality of which 
(if we may believe its Propagaiors) is Universal 
Benevolence : For the End ef the Commandment » 
Charity ». Conformably hereunto we may ob- 
fervc, that in their Epijilts to the Churches^ what- 
ever the Occafion was, whatever Difcipline they 
inftituted, whatever Points of Faith they esplained, 
whatever Herefies they ftigmatized, whatever Im- 
moraiities they condemned, or whatever Virmei 
they recommended, Chariti was ftilJ the Thing 
tnoft conftantly enforced, as the very End of all, 
the Bend a/ Pfrfe£lne/i\ The helmed Difciple of 

BiTim.i-s. I" Col. 111,14. 
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our Lord, particularly, who may farely be fuppoled 
to know his Mailer's Will, hath wrote his Epillle 
on fet PuTpofe to recommend this fingle Virtue: 
At a Crifis too, when, as HercGeswere fpringing 
up apace, a medern CmtroverfuiliJ} would be apt to 
think he might have employed his Time better. 
And why (it may be realbnably afked) fo very 
much on Charity^ io an Age when Chriilians had 
fo few Provocations or Temptations to violate it? 
For their Faith being yet diafte from the Proftitu- 
tions of the Schoah^ and their Hierarchy yet un- 
comipted by the Gifts of Ctmjlantinej the Church 
knew neither Bigotry nor Jmhition, the two fatal 
Sources of uncharitable Zeal, I will tell you. It 
Was the Providence of their prophetic Spirit, which 
prefented to them the Image of thofe miferable 
Times foretold by their Matter, when Iniquity 
fi>euld abound, and the Lm;t of many wax cold'. So 
that if the Men of ihofe Times fhould pcrfift in 
violating this Band of PerftHmfi^ after fo many 
repeated Admonitions, they might be found alto- 
gether without Excufc. For I can by no means 
enter into the Views of that profound Philofoi^er, 
who difcovered that Jtfus and his Followers might 
preach up Love and Charity, the better to raable 
a Sec of Men, fome Centuries afterwards, to ty- 
rannife over ihofe whom the engaging So$oids of 
Charity and Brotherly Love had intrapped into Sub- 
jeftLon'. 

iMatx»T.iz. ^Chaiaaeriflicki, vol.i.p.87. 
vol.iii- p. MS- Ed. 1737. 
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I am aware rhat certain modern Propagators of 
' the Faith, aided wich a School DtJlinSfimj will fell 
you, that it is pure Charity which fets them alt at 
work J and that what you call Uneharitabknefsy 
when they infulc the Fame, the Fortune, or the 
Pctfon of their Brother, is indeed ihe very Height 
of Charity, a Charity for his Saul. This indeed may 
be the Height of the Hangman's Charity, who waits 
for your Cloaths : But it could never be St. Paul's. 
His was net eafily provoked^ thought no Evil^ here ail 
Things, hoped all Things, endured all Things ', It 
was a Charity that b^un in Candour, infpired 
good Opinion, and Ibught the temporal Happinels 
of his Brother. 

I leave it with Mr. De Crou/az to think upcm 
the different Effeifts which Excefs of Zeai in tbe 
Service of Religion, hath produced in him. For 
I will, in very Charity, believe it to be really 
that; notwithftanding we every Day fee the mt^ 
defpicable Tools of ethers Impotetuy, and the vileft 
Staves to their ow« Jmbition, hide their corrupt 
Pallions under the felf-fame Cover, This learned 
Gentleman fliould reflcft on what the fobcr Part 
of the World will think of his Conduift For 
tbo' the Apoftic bids aged Men be sound ih 
Faith, he adds immediately, and in Charitv, 
JN Patience ™ likewife. But where was his Cha- 
rity in labouring, on theflighteft Grounds, to rc- 
prcfent his Brother as propagating Spinezi/m and 

'. I Cor. xili. 5, 7. " Titus ii. 2. 
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Immorality ? Where was his Ttmper, when he be^ 
Came lb furious againft him, on the Suppolirion Of 
his efpoufidg a Sji^em he had niver read, that of 
Leibnitz -J and juftifying a Doftrine he had never 
heard vf, the pre-ijlabliped Harmony ? Where was 
his Patitnce, when, having conceived this of him, 
on the mere Aurhority of a moft mi/iaien Tranjk- 
ter, he would not ftay to inquire whether the 
Author owned the Faithfulne& of the Verfion; 
buc publiflied his Conceptions, and the ftrongeft 
Accufaiion's upon ihofe Conceptions, in Volume 
after Volume, to the whole World? Where, if in 
any of there Imaginations lb founded, he flioutd be 
jniftaken, he became guilty of a deliberate and 
repeated Aft of the higbeft Injuftice ; the attempt- 
ing Co deprive a vinuous Man of his honeft Repu- 
tation. 

If Mr. De Crsufax prefumes his Zeal for the 
Honour of God will excufe his Violations of Cha- 
rity towards Men, I ,muft rcll 'biiti, heinmvt not 
tvhat Spirit be « */ If a Man (fitys the beloved 
Dilciple of our Lord) fiy, I love God, and haleth his 
Brether, he is a Liar : For hi that hvelh not his 
Brother whom he hath feeri^ fmv can he love Gad 
whom he hath ntt fern ". A Free-thinker may per- 
haps laagh at the Simplicity of ihis Argument, 
which yet he would affeft to admire, could anjr 
one fin4 it for him in Plato. Buc let him for pnce 

■ I John iv. ia. 
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condefceod 10 be inAniAed by his BihU, and 
hearken to a little ChriftioH Realbning. 

" You fay, you lavt God (fays the ApofUe) thrf 
*' you hate your Brother : Impoffiblel The Love 
*' of any Objedl begins originally, like all the other 
*• Pafllions, from Self-love. Thus we love our- 
" felves, by Reprefentation, in our Offipringj 
*' which Love extends by degrees to our remoter 
" Relations, and fo on thro' our Neighbourhooc^ 
** to all the Fellow-Members of our Community. 
** And now Self-love, refined by ReaTon and Re- 
** ligion, begins to lofe its Nature, and delervedly 
*' aflunies another Name. Our Country next 
" claims our Lovej we then extend it to all 
" Mankind, and never reft till we have, at length, 
" fixed it on that mojl amiable of all Objefts, the 
*' great Author and Original of Being. This is the 
" Courfe and Progrefs of human Love; 

God loves from Whole to Parts, but human Soul 
Muft rife from Individual to the Whole. 
Now (purfues the Apoftle) I reafon thus: " Can 
*' you, who are not yet arrived at that inferior 
*• Stage of Benevolence, the Love of your Bro- 
" ther, whom yau have feen, that is, whom the 
" Necellities of Civil Life, and a Senfe of your 
" mutual Relation might teach you to love, pre- 
*' tend to have reached the very Height and Per- 
*' fedlion of this PaiTion, the Love of God whom 
" you have not feen ? that is, luhofe wonderful Oc- 
*l conomy in bis Sylteni of Creation, which makes 
" him 
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** him fo amiable, you cannot have the Icaft Con- 
*' ception of; yBU^ who have no: yet leanit tha 
** your own privite Syftem is fupponed on the 
" great Principle of Benevolence ? Fear him, fiat- 
" ur him, jight for him, as you dread his PoweTy 
" you may; but ro Icve him, as you know not 
** his Nature, is impoffible." This is the Apoftle's 
grand and fublime RcaToningj and it is wicb the 
fime Thought on which the Apoftle founds his 
Argument that our moral Poet ends his Effay, as 
the juA and necefl^ry ConcluGoD of his Work: 

Self-lovt but ferves the virtuous Mind to wakfy 

As the fmall Pebble ftirs the peaceful Lake; 
I The Centre mov'd, a Grcle ftraic fucceeds. 

Another ftiU, and ftill another fpreads ; 

Friend, Parent, Neighbour, firft « will embrace. 

His Country next, and next, ell human Race; 

Wide, and more wide, th' O'erflowings of the 
Mind 

Take Cv'ry Creature in, of ev'ry Kind; 
. Earth fmlles arouad, with bo undlcfe Bounty bleft, 

Amd Heav'n seholds its Image in his 
Breast. 



FINIS, 
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